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Letters 



Babies Are Not Livestock 

Mary Eberstadt has used the occasion of the horrific Planned Parenthood 
videos to talk about animal rights , making the case to pro-abortion andpro- 
animal-rightsN ational Review reader sthatthosetwopositionsareincompat- 
ible(‘ ‘N oVideo ,Please ;We ’ reKillingS omething ,”August24) .Gi venthatthe 
number of conservatives who hold both positions is vanishingly small, her 
largergoalmustsurelybetoconvincepro-lifersthattheycan’topposeabor- 
tionwithoutacomparablerepugnancetowardmodernlivestockfarning.With 
predictable slurs about “Big Farm” and well-worn banalities about drones 
bravely venturing over a wasteland of industrial farms (youcanleamjustas 
muchabout“industriar’farmingfromGoogleMaps)Eberstadtconsignsthethou- 
sandsoffamilyfarmerswhoraiseanimalsinclimate-controlledbuildingstothe 
samecircleofhellasabortionmills . 

rdlovetohavehervisittheMidwest,showhersomeanimalbams,andexplain 
thetrade-offsforthefarmer,theenvironment,and,yes,theanimalsinmodemhve- 
stockfarming . Confinementoffendsthose whoanthropomorphizepigsorchick- 
ens, but it actually canhave benefits for 
theanimal.Arethetrade-offswe 
farmers have made tilted 
too far toward effi- 
ciency, while ignor- 
inganimalwelfare? 

Pehaps, but some 
knowledgeofani- 
malhusbandryis 
necessarybefore 
wecanhavean 
informed posi- 
tion. And what- 
ever our views, 
thereisonething 
onwhichmostof 
us should agree: 

Therdsadifferencebe 

tweenachickenandanunbombaby. 

Infact,itwouldbehardtofindagroupmorepro-lifethanthefarmerswho 
raiseourfood.Howcanfarmerssoclearlyrefusetoequateabortionwithpigs 
inpens ?Arewehardenedtotheevilthatsurroundsus?Ordowe,rather,use 
our moral agency tobalancethebenefits and the costs to the animals of our 
presentproductionmethodsTWecandisagreeingoodfaithaboutwhatwefarm- 
ersshouldandshouldn’tdo,butEberstadt’sequationrunstheveryrealriskof 
devaluinghumanlifebycomparingittofarmanimals. 

HurstGreenery 
Georgetown, Texas 





Letters may be submitted by e-mail to letters@nationalreview.com. 
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The Week 


■ The latest e-mails confirm our worst suspicions: She really 
did want to hear from Sidney Blumenthal. 

■ Ayoub El-Khazzani, a Moroccan-born terrorist, armed with 
a knife, a Luger, and an AK-47 with nine magazines, tried to 
commit mayhem on the Thalys, a high-speed train on its run 
from Brussels to Paris. But he was stopped by the exertions of 
five passengers: Mark Moogalian, a Franco- American aca- 
demic; Chris Norman, a 62-year-old British businessman; and 
three young Americans — Anthony Sadler, college student; 
Alek Skarlatos, National Guard specialist; and Airman First 
Class Spencer Stone. They seized the gunman’s rifle and pum- 
meled and bound him. Stone, despite being slashed in a thumb 
and an eye, administered first aid to Moogalian, who had been 
shot in the neck. We might better call lone- wolf terrorists free- 
lancers: They act on their own initiative, in response to jihadist 
calls to action. But there is no doubt what to call the five pas- 
sengers. They disclaimed the label “hero,” insisting that they 
had acted in the heat of the moment. Stone, when thanked by 
Mme. Moogalian for saving her husband’s life, said with classic 
American understatement, “Yeah, you know, no problem!” No, 
gentlemen: There was a problem, a serious one. The moment 
came, and you rose to it. That is what heroism is. Congratu- 
lations, and thank you. 

■ This was the summer of her discontent. Hillary Clinton is 
enmeshed in an ongoing criminal investigation into her private 
server and the classified information that was illegally stored on 
it. Her attempts to laugh it off have been lame (she said, with the 
light touch of a tax audit, that she had switched to Snapchat, 
whose “messages disappear all by themselves”) or dismissive 
(when asked whether she had wiped her server, she said, “Fike, 
with a cloth?”). Socialist Bemie Sanders is gaining on her, while 
a Quinnipiac poll showed that the first three words that pop into 
voters’ heads when asked about her are “liar,” “dishonest,” and 
“untrustworthy.” Joe Biden’s advisers are polishing and oiling 
his armor. Some of this is summer madness: Iowa and New 
Hampshire Democrats are a perfect fit for Sanders — liberal, old, 
and white; a Biden candidacy might actually help Clinton — he 
is nearly as old as Sanders, and not (as two previous runs 
proved) a good presidential candidate. Still, the Democrats have 
a front-runner who is charmless, wooden, and frozen in habits of 
paranoia and entitlement. Good luck with that. 

■ As an exercise in political prurience, the State Department’s 
latest release of more than 3,000 pages of Hillary Clinton e-mails 
has much to commend it. They paint a portrait of a technologi- 
cally inept Clinton exulting in the arrival of her new iPad, but 
uncertain how to tell whether she had Wi-Fi. They show a fawn- 

i ing inner circle constantly praising Clinton’s performance, as 

I when one senior adviser cooed over a MeetthePress appearance : 

g “You were definitely on your game. You either threw a perfect 



game — or at least a no hitter.” And they shed light on the constant 
presence of Clinton loyalists like Sidney Blumenthal and David 
Brock offering sometimes bizarre advice: Brock sent a memo on 
impeaching Justice Clarence Thomas. These diversions aside, 
this release destroys what remains of Clinton’s defense of her 
shadow e-mail system. Many of the e-mails contain highly sen- 
sitive communications with foreign governments regarding Iran, 
Afghanistan, and the Israeli-Pale stinian conflict. Nearly 200 
have been classified to date. Given their contents, these e-mails 
were classified from birth by virtue of an Obama executive order 
— something an experienced senior official would have known. 
Clinton’s claims of ignorance that she was dealing with classified 
information suggest willful blindness to her daily duties, a steady 
faith in the gullibility of the American people, or both. 

■ Newly surfaced e-mails from Hillary Clinton’s tenure as sec- 
retary of state reveal some interesting things about ex-president 
Bill Clinton — some revolting things, too. The dictatorships in 
North Korea and the “Republic” of the Congo offered him big 
speaking fees. The ex-president did not dismiss those invitations, 
or those fees, out of hand. One of his staffers wrote Hillary’s chief 
of staff, “Would USG have concerns?” The USG is the U.S. 
government. The answer was yes. Concerning the $650,000 fee 
proffered by Congo, the staffer wrote, “WJC [William Jefferson 
Clinton] wants [to] know what state thinks of it if he took it 100% 
for the foundation.” WJC’s presidency was marked by amorality 
and immorality. His post-presidency is little different. 
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THE WEEK 


■ AssailingRepublicanpresidentialcandidates ’oppositionto 
abortion, Clintonsaidthattheir“extremeviewsaboutwomen” 
weresomethingwe ’ dexpecfTromsomeoftheterroristgroups” 
and,perhapsworse,“outofdate.”Thesemaybethetoughest 
words she has said about terrorists on the campaign trail so 
far.Butwhatdistinguishesterroristgroupsandmakes thema 
matterofpublicconcernisnottheirfailuretobeaucourant 
butrather their indifferencetohumanlife,theirdehumaniza- 
tionofthosewhomtheykill,andtheirwillingnesstorational- 

ize killing innocents in the name of ideology. That doesn’ t 
soundlikepro-lifers . 

■ TheseventhPlannedParenthoodvideoshouldhavebeena 
bombshell.FormerStemExpressemployeeHollyO’Donnell, 
who has appea red in several of the videos released by the 
Center for Medical Progress, describes how a technician at 
PlannedParenthoodMarMonte ’ sAlamedaClinicinS anJose , 
Calif. , showed her the still-beating heart of an aborted baby 
(“kindacool,”thetechniciancallsit),thenorderedO’Donnell 
toharvestthebrain — aprocedurethatrequiresherto“cutdown 

the middle ofthe baby’s face.” (Adds O’Donnell, righ tly: “I 
can’ t even describe what that feels like.”) Assuming this 
account is accurate. Planned Parenthood violated state and 
federallaws;infact,itcommittedout-and-outmurder,since 
thedefinitionof“humanbeing”inboththestateandfederal 
criminalcodesappliestoan exutero infantwithaheartbeat. 
Itwillcomeasnosurprisethatmajoroutlets — tonamejusta 
fewithe NewYorkTimes ,the WashingtonPost 
CBS — hadcarriednonewsofthevideo24hourslater.They 
have demonstrated no interest in investigating these grave 
charges, nor has the current administration. The refusal of 
both to do so is a disgrace almost as shameful as the one 
they ’reignoring. 

■ AproposedlawinOhiowouldmakeitillegalforanyone 
to perform an abortion on a woman who seeks one in re 
sponsetohemnborn child’ sbeingdiagnosedwithDownsyn- 
drome. Noting that the lives of as many as 90 percent of 
people with Down syndrome end in the womb, pro-life 

activists make the case that 
this amounts to unjust dis- 
crimination against a class, 
something liberals usually 
findobj ectionable .Thebilhs 
likely to land on Republican 
governorJohnKasich’sdesk 
thisfall.Kasich,whoisrun- 
ning for president, would 
rather not talk about it. He 
declinedthroughaspokesman 
to say whether he supported 
the bill, and recently told 
CNNthatwefocustoomuch 
on abortion and not enough 
on other issues. Should he 
sign the bill into law, as his 
pro-life record in Ohio sug- 
gestshewould,themediaare 
unlikely to oblige his desire 
todownplayit. 



■ Scott Walker, as we noted in our last issue, released a 
commendable plan to replace Obamacare . B ut he got more 
attention for — and here we’re going to exercise charity — 
appearingtotakethreedifferentpositionsonbirthrightciti- 
zenship for the children of illegal immigrants in one week. 

He eventually landed on the explanation that enforcing the 
lawsagainstillegalimmigrationwouldmakeit unnecessary 
tochange therulesoncitizenship:asensibleposition,embar- 
rassinglyreached.Nocandidatehassufferedmoreinthepolls 
from Donald Trump ’ s rise , which may explain the stumbling 
onillegalimmigration.ButBenCarsonis now also aheadof 
WalkerinIowa,wheretheWisconsingovernorhadpreviously 
calledhimselfthefront-runner.Walkerhaslongbeenconsid- 
eredhis own top political s trategist; heis on the way to also 
beingconsideredhisownworstenemy 

■ Jorge Ramos, the Univision anchor, is not just a self- 
impressed,blow-driedactivist.Anyonewhohasbeenknocked 
to the ground for asking Fidel Castro when he would hold an 



electiondeservessomerespect.Butnotallthetime,andnotwhen 

hewasharanguingDonaldTrumpoverimmigrationatthebegin- 

ningofapressconference. Trumphadgiventhefirstquestionto 

someoneelse.TrumphadRamostakenoutoftheroom,andthen 

broughtbacklater.TrumpwaswidelycriticizedasanAmerican 

caudillofoitheforcedexit,butintruth — inthisinstance — hewas 

theonestanding,ifonlyaccidentally,forcivility. 

■ TrumpdodgedaneasyquestionposedtohiminaTVinter- 

view: What are one or two of his favorite Bible verses? ‘T 
wouldn’twanttogetintoit,”hesaid.“Becausetome,that’svery 
personal.”Thisfromamanwhoinhisbook ThinkBig writes, 

“Oftentimeswheniwassleepingwithoneofthetopwomenin 
theworldIwouldsaytomyself,thinkingaboutmeasaboyfrom 
Queens, ‘CanyoubelievewhatIamgetting?’”Thereisatime 

to keep silence, and a time to speak. Trump’s decisions about 
whentofollowwhichhalfofthat biblicalprecept(Eccles.3 :7) 
tellvotersmoreabouthischaracterthanhemay have intended. 

■ Another day, another slur on the Koch brothers — this one 
fromthetop .SpeakinginLasVegas ,PresidentObamasaidthat 
their“massivelobbying”is“nottheAmericanway. . . .That’s 
rentseekingandtryingtoprotectoldwaysofdoingbusiness 
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THE WEEK 


and standing in the way of the future.” Piling falsehood on 
falsehood,Obamaadded,“They’reevenfightingtoprotectbil- 
lions of dollars of taxpayer dollars in corporate welfare each 
year that’s going to fossil-fuel companies.” In an interview 
with olitico's Mike Allen, Charles Koch calmly responded 
that he and his brother and their company have always been 
opposed to subsidies — whether thos e subsidies benefit their 
companyor not.Andtheyarenottryingtostandinthewayof 
new clean-energy businesses . In fact, they are investing in 
them.ButdoesObamaknowwhat“rentseeking”means?“It 
is getting the government to rig the system in your favor,” 

Koch explained. “And that’s exactly what these so-called 
renewable-energy proponents are doing” — not his family. 
KochsaidofObama,“Iwasab solutelyflabbergastedthathe 
could say somanythingsaboutusthatweretheoppositeofthe 
truth.”Really?Weweren’t. 

■ It is vast, even wider than it is tall, looming over a low- 
lying coastal plain. Athabaskan Indians call it Denali, but 
after 1 9 1 7 it was called Mount McKinley, in honor of the 
25th president. Barack Obama, 44th president, announced, 
however, that it would henceforth be Denali. The switch 
comes withparticularillgracefromhim,sinceMcKinleyis 

the reason he could run for president (McKinley annexed 
independent Hawaii in 1 898). The United States is rightly 
loaded with Indianplacenames.Butmany,manyotherpeople 
have made history here, and been commemorated for it. 
McKinleywasabraveCivilWarsoldierandanhonest,earnest 
politician who fashioned a coalition of old-line R epublicans , 

workers, and immigrants that dominated American politics 
forageneration.ini 90 Ihewasassassinatedbyananarchist. 
Hisnamedeservedbetterthantobeyankedlikethatofabase- 
ballstadium. 

■ Vester Lee Flanagan, a former colleague of Alison Parker 
andAdamWard,twojournalistsataRoanoke,Va.,TVstation, 
shot and killed them in cold blood while filming his deed, 
whichhethenposte donFacebookandTwitter.Flanaganlater 
killedhimself inhisgetawaycar.Flanaganwasunbalanced: a 
self-hatinggaymanwhohadbeencannedfromastringofTV 
jobsbecauseofhisvolatiletemper,andwhothoughtJehovah 
toldhimtomurder.Buthewasalsoablackracist,whospecial- 
izedinfalse claims of workplace discrimination (e .g . , saying 



that a reporter was “in the field” was an allusion to “cotton 

fields”). He also claimed that the Charleston church killings 
pushed him over the top . Criminals are responsible for their 
own actions, and the actions of the mad are often overdeter- 
mined. Society, however, should strive not to provide them 
withextrarationalesformayhem. 

■ Tenyearslater,it’seasytoforgetthatthefloodingthatfol- 

lowedHurricaneKatrinawasaman-madedisaster:Thelevees 
that unexpectedly gave way would have held up with no 
problems if the Army Corps of Engineers had built them 
properlyinthe 1 990s. Yetthenationalmediadecidedtocast 
PresidentGeorgeW.Bushasthebumbling,uncaring,out-of- 
touchheavy , regardlessofthefacts; so, asthe military deliv- 
ered supplies and rescued people from rooftops while local 
officials dithered and hundreds of municipal bu ses sat idle. 

Bush was criticized simultaneously for visiting the city 
(which interfered with relief efforts) and for staying in 
Washington(whichshowedaloofness).EvenDonnaBrazile, 

a former Bill Clinton adviser, says that Bush was unfairly 
maligned. But the main lesson from Katrina is that New 
Orleans didn’t die, and that its recovery has been helped 
immeasurably by a state administration that has r ooted out 

thecity’sendemiccorruptionandbroughtthecrucialelement 
of choice to its school system. Afunctioning local govern- 
mentwillbethebestp reventativeagainstfuturedisasters. 

■ Recenteconomicjitters — afallingstockmarketinfluenced 
by trouble in China — come just as the Federal Reserve was 
gettingreadytoraiseinterestrates.Thosewhofavorahikesay 
thattheFedhasheldinterestr ateslowfortoolongalready,ar 
tfi cialystimulatingtheeconomy.Thosewhoopposeonesay 
that low interest rates have mainly reflected the weakness of 
the economy, and inflation is running too low to justify any 
tighteningofmoney.Whatmakesthequestionhardtoresolve 
isthattheFed’sobjectivesarenotexactlytransparent.Itsays 

it wants to keep unemployment low by hitting a “goal” of 2 

percent inflation — but in practice it seems to view 2 percent 
inflation as a ceiling . Either obj ecti ve is defensible , but right 
nowtheywouldyieldoppositepolicies.TheFedresistssetting 
aruleforitspolicy,orhavingonesetforit,butthealternative 
isendlessandirresolvabledilemmas. 

■ TheDemocratsontheNationalLaborRelationsBoardhave 
madeanindefensiblerulingithatworkerswhoare not employ- 
ees of a given company can be considered employees of that 
companyunderthelawwhenitisconvenientfortheDemocrats’ 
union-bossallies.Undertheso-calledjoint-employerstandard, 
thoseemployedbycontractorsorfranchiseescanbetreatedas 
employeesoflarger,richerfirmsforthepurposesofcollective 
bargainingontheflimsiestofpretexts.Whatthismeansisthat 

the people who workatyourlocalMcDonald’s, who areem 
plo)eesofthelocalfranchiseowners,willbeempoweredtoen 
gageincollective-bargainingnegotiationswiththeMcDomld’s 
Corporation, which does not hire, fire, train, manage, or pay 
them.Thepriorstandard,whichdefinesanemployerasaparty 
thatexercises“directoperationalandsupervisorycontrol”over 
employees, has been abandoned. With pri vat e- sector union 
membership dwindling to insignificance, organized labor has 
desperatelybeenseekingnewopportunitiestocollectduesfrom 
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workers, a large portion of which is laundered into campaign 
contributions to Democrats, which is, of course, what this is 
really all about. Congress canpass legislation to set aside this 
rulingandretumtotherationa Ipriorstandardgoverningwhois 
anemploy er.Itshoulddoso . 

■ DosomeU.S.countieshaveaThree-HalvesCompromise 
that we don’t know about? The Public Interest Legal 
Foundation (PILF), which is devoted to election integrity, 
recently alerted election officials to the existence of 1 4 1 
counties with more registered voters than eligible citizens. 
Somecountieshadregistrationrates exceeding 1 SOperce nt. 

If these counties fail to correct this problem, the group will 
bringalawsuitagainstthemforviolatingtheNationalVoter 
Registration Act. The alleged violation? Improperly main- 
taining voter rolls. Sometimes turning out the vote isn’t a 
goodthing. 


■ National Review veteran,economist,andbroadcaster 
LarryKudlowsaidonhisweeklyradioshowthathecould 
challenge Senator RichardBlumenthal (D., Conn.) over 
the Iran deal if Blumenthal backs it. 



Blumenthal is a big taxer to begin 
with, ’ ’buf Thisiranianthingismore 
important,” Kudlow said. “We’re 
talking about world security, 
nationalsecurity.They’ recoming 
to get us , and Iran will finance 
them. Folks gotta stand up.” 
Blumenthalwouldbeatoughtar- 
get; Connecticut is a deep blue 
state. But the state’s Republicans 
couldn’taskforahappi- 
er warrior, ora 
more impres- 
siveone. 


■ TheDenverCityCouncihsdelayingtheopeningofaChick- 
fil- A restaurant at the city’s international airport — on the 
groundsthatthepoliticalv iewsofthechain’sownerJDanCathy, 
are undesirable. Cathy, whois acommittedChristian,remains 
opposed to same-sexmarriage, andhas in thepast donated to 
organizationscommittedtothatviewAmajorityonthecouncil 
disagreeswiththisposition,andhasinconsequenceelectedto 
throw a roadblock before the seven-year deal. Typically, the 
approvalofairportconcessionsisroutine,evenprofor ma.Not 
inthiscase.“WecandobetterthanthisbrandinDenveratour 
airport,inmyestimation,”onememberoftheboardsupposed. 
Another councilman, Paul Lopez, described the issue as a 
“monlo ne.” Wecanonlyhopethatthecity’sleadershipreac- 
quaints itself with the First Amendment to the United States 
Coretiition,lestthecontretempsbecomealegalmattertoo. 


office.Thereis,however,amiddleground.Officialsshouldbe 
allowednottotakeactionstheyfindimmoralsolongasthey 
donotinconveniencethepubliciTheclerkshouldnothavefor- 
biddenhercolleaguestodotheirj obs , andshouldnothaveto 
issuelicensestosame-sexcouplesherself.NorthCaiihahas 
passedalawthatstrikestherightbalance:Whateverservices 
thegovernment hasdecidedtoprovidepeopleasaright,they 
should have ; but they do not have a right to have particular 
officialsprovidethem. 

■ Murderiswayupinthe 
District of Columbia. The 
new mayor, Muriel Bow 
ser, intends to do some- 
thingaboutit.Re;ently,she 
announced that she is 
putting more cops on the 
streetsofviolentneighbor- 
hoods. And activists from 
the “Black Lives Matter” 
crowd booed and heckle d 
her. She stoodher ground. 
She said, “I will not be 
shouted down or scared 
away.” She also said that 
sheaimed‘ Tomake ‘ B lack 
LivesMatter ’morethanjust 
a hashtag.” Judging from 
the reaction, not everpne 
in that movement has the 
same goal. 

■ Thelrandealkeepsgettingworse.TheAssociatedPressob 

tained the text of a “side agreement” between Iran and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that purports to 

allow Iran toinspectitselfatthecrucialParchinnuclearsite. 
Iranwillprovide“mutuallyagreed”-uponphotos,videos,and 
environmentalsamplestoIAEAmonitors.Thisnewrevelation 
compounds the flaws of the main agreement, which already 
rejected“anytime,anywhere”inspectionsinfavorofaprocess 
thatgivesIranwrittennoticeofintentiontoinspect,followed 
byaweeks-longdisput e-resolution process in theeventthat 
Iranobj ects .Itisincreasinglyclearthatthereisno“deal”inthe 
Irandeal,merelyacapitulationtoaswornenemy. 

■ The Pentagon inspector general is investigating whether 
intelligenceanalystshavebeenpressuredto“cookthebooks” 
bygivingtheObamaadministrationoverlyoptimisticassess- 
mentsoftheprogressofthewaragainstlSIS.TheObamaad 
ministrationcertainlyhasapoliticalinterestinobscuringthe 
grim reality : The ongoing air campaign has been largely in 
effective and ISIS has actually expanded its reach into new 
regionsandcontinents.Weseemtorecallthepoliticizationof 
intelligence being a going concern for the media a few years 
back.Timetorevivethatinterest. 



■ AcountyclerkinKentuckyhasmadenationalnewsbyre 
fusingtoissuemarriagelicenses,orletanyoneelseinherofice 
issuethem,becausesheopposessame-sexmarriage.Herfans 
plead the rights of conscience, her critics the obligations of 


■ KurdishforcesareholdingthelineagainstthelslamicState 
atMakhmourinnorthernIraq.AsmallnumberoftheseKurds 
have “wounds consistentwithablister-producingagent,”asa 
seniorU.S.officialputsit.Thishasanelementofdejavu.In 
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Buy No Hearing Aid Before Checking Out This 
Doctor’s Affordable Discovery 


Reported by J. Page 

Chicago: Board-certified physician 
Dr. S. Cherukuri has done it once again with 
his newest invention of a medical-grade, 
ALL-DIGITAL, affordable hearing aid. 

This new digital hearing aid is packed 
with all the features of $3,000 competitors 
at a mere fraction of the cost. Now, most 
people with hearing loss are able to 
enjoy crystal clear, natural sound — in 
a crowd, on the phone, in the wind — 
without suffering through “whistling” 
and annoying background noise. 

Digital Hearing Aid Outperforms 
Expensive Competitors 

This sleek, fully programmed, 
light-weight, hearing aid is the outgrowth 
of the digital revolution that is changing 
our world. While demand for “all things 
digital” caused most prices to plunge 
(consider DVD players and computers, 
which originally sold for thousands of 
dollars and today can be purchased for 
less), yet the cost of a digital medical- 
grade hearing aid remains out of reach. 

Dr. Cherukuri knew that many of his 
patients would benefit but couldn’t afford 
the expense of these new digital hearing aids. 
Generally they are mt covered by Medicare 
and most private health insurance plans. 



SAME FEATURES AS 
EXPENSIVE HEARING AID 
COMPETITORS 

y/ Mini Behind-the-Ear hearing 
aid with thin tubing for a near- 
ly invisible profile 

y/ Advanced Noise Reduction to 
make speech clearer 

y/ Feedback Cancellation 
eliminates whistling 

y/ Wide Dynamic Range 
Compression makes soft 
sounds audible and loud 
sounds comfortable 

y/ Telecoil setting for use with 
compatible phones, and 
looped environments like 
churches 

y/ 3 Programs and Volume 
Dial accommodate most 
common types of hearing loss 
even in challenging listening 
environments 


MDHearingAid* ^//7 


The doctor evaluated the high-priced 
digital hearing aids on the market, 
broke them down to their base 
components, and then created his own 
affordable version — called the 
MDHearingAid/^//? for its virtually 
invisible, lightweight appearance. 

Affordable Digital Technology 

Using advanced digital technology, 
the MDHearingAid/f//? automatically 
adjusts to your listening environment 
— prioritizing speech and de-emphasizing 
background noise. Experience all of the 
sounds you’ve been missing at a price you 
can afford. This doctor designed and 
approved hearing aid comes with a full 
year’s supply of long-life batteries. It 
delivers crisp, clear sound all day 
long and the soft flexible ear domes 
are so comfortable you won’t realize 
you’re wearing them. 

Try it Yourself at Home 
45-Day Risk-Free Trial 

Of course, hearing is believing and we 
invite you to try it for yourself with our 
RISK-FREE 45-Day home trial. If you 
are not completely satisfied, simply 
return it within that time period for a full 
refund of your purchase price. 


Can a hearing aid delay or prevent dementia? 

A study by Johns Hopkins and the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss are significantly 
more likely to develop dementia over time than those who 
retain their hearing. They suggest that an intervention — 
such as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent dementia by 
improving hearing! 


“Satisfied Buyers Agree AIR is the Best Digital Value!’ 

"/ am hearing things / didn't know / was missing. Reaiiy amazing. 

Vm wearing them aii the time"' —Linda 1., Indiana 

"Almost work too wefi / am a teacher and hearing much better 
now”— Lillian B,, California 

"i have used many expensive hearing aids, some over $5,000. 

The AfRs have greedy improved my enjoyment of life" 

— SomY,, Michigan 

wouid de ftnitely recommend them to my patients with 
hearing toss" —Am'^ S., Audiologist, Indiana 
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Use Offer Code CF79 to get 
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his day SaddamHussein gassed some 5 ,000 Kurds innearby 
Halabja, and ISIS is every bit as ruthless. German military 
advisersaretrainingtheKurdishforces, buttheyneithercon- 
firm nor rule out the use of chemical weapons. Intelligence 
agenciesaretryingtoworkoutwhethermustardgasorchlor 
inegasistheagent,andwhereitmighlhavecomefrom.Syrian 
rebels hold the strategically important town of Marea in 
Aleppo province, close to the Turkish border, and they too 
accuselSIS of usingchemical weapons. ISIS couldhavelaid 
hands on Saddam Husse in’s old stocks or captured what 
Bashar Assad promisedto surrender, only to cheat. ADutch 
manofTurkishoriginsbythenameofYilmazisahigh-profile 
member of ISIS , and he confirms that it has used chemical 
weapons in Iraq and Syria. Proven, no ; possible, even prob 
able,yes. 

■ ThereoughttobeaspecialrollofhonorforKhaledAsaad. 
Auniversityprofessorwithalistofscholarlypublicationsina 
career spanning halfacentury,hehadbecometheleadingau 
thoiyonPalmyra,thelong-abandonedGreco-Romancityon 



theedgeoftheSyriandesert,andoneoftheworld’swonders. 
AstheIslamicStatefanaticsapproached,everyonelocalfled 
infearAttheageof82Asaadstillfelthehadthedutyofpro- 
tection.WhenISISdulyoccupiedPalmyra,theyhadfantasies 
abouttreasureandbur iedgoldbutfoundnothingtolootand 
sell on the black market. Statues and carvings had been re 
moved.Inanactofrevengeascowardlyasitwasbrutal,they 
murderedAsaad,beheadedhim,andtiedhiscorpsetoimpro- 
visedwoodenpropswiththeinscription“heretic”onthetop. 
The ancient ruins then suffered archaeological martyrdom. 
Thirtytonsof dynamite wereapparentlyusedto blowup the 
templeofBaalshamin,whichdatedfromthepre-Christianera. 
From the same period, the temple of Bel had preserved its 
wallsandcolumns.AUnitedNationsagencyhasreleasedsat 
elite photographs of the devastated empty rectangular space 
wherefor20centuriesthismagnificentmonumenthadstood. 
Thescandalofitshouldlastaslong . 

■ ThereformistChineseeconomistFanGangsaysthatthere 
areno Chinaexperts , only China specialists , aninsight worth 
keeping in mindasthetroublesinChina’seconomyroilstock 


markets and industries around the world. Chinaisn’tapaper 
dragon:Itisagenuineindustrialpower,anditsfactoriesarea 
criticalpartoftheglobaleconomy.ButChinaisalsoacorrupt 
one-party stategovernedbysomeofthemost vicious thieves 
theworldhaseverseen,andthedominationofitseconomyby 
criminals in high places has produced inevitable distortion. 
What that means is t hat atop China’ s real economy sits a 
Potemkin economy — call it crony capitalism with Chinese 
characteristics — in which largefirms and entire industry seg- 
ments are propped up by political patronage that is indistin- 
guishable from larceny. The government owns most of the 
assets in the Chinese banking system, which is beset by bad 
loans made topoliticallyconnectedbusinesses.Muchofthat 
money has gone to building “ghost cities” — vast real-estate 
developments that are entirely unpopulated — and to shoring 
up non- viable enterprises Asconstructionslowsdown,related 
economic activity (e.g., concrete plants and steel mills) con- 
tracts . Chinahas attemptedto stimulateits wayoutofitscur- 
rentpickle,anddevalueditscurrencytogooseexports.None 
ofthatis likely to workinthelongterm,butCh ina’spathto 

reform under its current political model — tyranny and mur- 
der — isfarfromclear. 

■ Convenientlyforgettingthatit’sthe Parable oftheTalents, 
the evangelists of the “prosperity gospel” preach that God 
manifestshisblessingsintheformofmaterialwealth,return- 
ing ten- or fifty- or a hundredfold one ’ s initial offering — 
whichusuallycanbemadeouttotheevangelisthimself.The 
prophetically named Creflo Dollar, for example, recently 
askedhiscongregationtofinancehisnew$60millionprivate 

j et , after his previous) et ran off the runway. This is nothing 
new.Ashasbeenthecasefordecadesnow,someshepherds 
are mainly in the business of fleecing . But HB O host John 
OliverisnotcontenttolettheAlmightyrightthiswrong.On 
arecent episode ofhis popular show LastWeekToni ght,he 

calledonadifferentdeity,theIRS,tomoreaggres si vely audit 
churches, whichreceivewidelatitudeundercurrenttaxlaw. 
Setting aside the fact that few situations are materially im 
proved by the intervention of the Internal Revenue S ervice , 
Oliver’sremedywouldinverttheAmericanresolutiontothe 
tensionbetweenreligiousandpoliticalloyalties,requiringthe 
dictatesofconscienceto besubmittedtotheapprovalof,and 
subordinatedtotheclaimsof,theState;theIRSwouldgetto 
decide which theologies are permissible, and which aren’t. 
That such anarrangementwillbeusedtosilencemorethanjet- 
setting ministers should be obvious . As to the problem of 
money-grubbingministers,perhapsthefirstsolutionshouldbe 
todiscouragepeoplefromlisteningtosomeonenamed“Creflo 
Dollar. ’’Thenperhapsasimilareffortcansaveusfromthetel- 
evangelistsofprogressivism. 

■ Afterthedatabaseof Ashley Madison, a website thatpro 
mised to place its subscribers in extramarital affairs, was 
hackedandtheinformationonitpublished,themostsurprising 
statisticwasnotthatsomel5,000federalemployeessignedup 
usingtheirworke-mailaddresses(what,aretheygoingtoget 
fired?),butthattheoverallmale-femaleratiowasnotjustsix 
to one, asthesite’spromotershadclaimed,butpossiblyinthe 
hundreds or thousands to one. Experts suggest that the vast 
majority ofthemale-femalecontactsthattookplacethrough 


12 NATIONAL REVIEW I www.nationalreview.com 


SEPTEMBER 21 , 2015 



schilling: taylor hill/getty images 


AshleyMadisonwereactuallywithautomated“bots”thatpre- 
tended to be live women. (Their conversation was not very 
lifelike, butit’samazingwhatamancanbelievewhenhereally 
wants to.) One analyst of the database says Ashley Madison 
“appearstohavebeenasophisticated, deliberate, andlucrative 
fraud” that used “legions of fake women to inter act with the 
men on the site.” If so, that’s rep rehensible, but it could be 

worse: Perhaps the only thing sleazier than taking money to 
facilitate adultery and not delivering wouldbe taking money 
anddelivering. 

■ Agendercrat at the University of Tennessee recommends 

thatUT’sfacultyandstudentsdiscardsuchold-fashionedpro- 
nounsashe/him/hisorthey/them/theirandinsteadadoptgender- 
neutralreplacements , suchasxe/xem/xyr (andthereareot her, 

even more S crabble-friendly variants) . According to the uni- 
versity ’ sPrideCenter,thefir stthingamemberoftheUTcom- 
munityshouldsayuponbeingintroducedis:“Oh,nicetomeet 
you,[insertname].WhatpronounsshouldIuse?”We’lladmit 
that it beats “What are you majoring in?” as a conversation 
starter. Yet while the South has changed greatly in recent 
decades, itdoesseemabitmuchto askafreshmanfromBdi 

var or TellicoPlainstosuddenlyintegrate“ze”and“zirs”into 
hisvocabulary,letalonerememberwhichofhisfriendsprefer 
“hirs”insteadof‘zirs.”Sowesuggestacomproniise:Whynot 
conformthenewpronounstolocalspeechpatternsbyallow- 
ingeveryonetosay“xem-aU”and“xyr-aH”? 

■ Inthel930s,Yaledivided 
itself into residential col- 
leges in an effort to imita te 

Oxford and Cambridge.The 
colleges, however faux-old, 
arehandsomestructuresthat 
helpbreakupthemonotony 
ofinstitutionaUife.Thepro- 
fessors who preside over 
their affairs are called mas- 
ters. Now Stephen Davis, 
Master of Pierson College, 
has announced that he will 
not use the honorific “mas- 
ter” because of “the racial 
and gendered weight it car- 
ries.” Aglance at Professor 
Davis’s curriculum vita e 
shows that heisanM.Phil. 
(Yale,1995),anM.A.(Yale, 
1993), an M.Div. (Duke 
DivinitySchool) ,and,y es ,a 

B . A. ,orbachelorofarts(Princeton, 1 9 8 8) .Also,Davismeans 
“sonofDavid,”whileStephenisfromtheGreekfor“crown,” 
which, while not gendered, is certainly hierarchical. Get to 
work,comrade. 

■ Issuel2of Atnwm,publishedbyNorthwesternUniversity’s 
Feinberg School of Medicine, is titled “B ad Girls” and fea- 
turesa nessaybyamaleacademicwhodescribesthepsycho- 
logicallyhealingeffect,ashesawit,oforalsexperformedon 
himbyfemalenurseswhilehewasinrehab.Theadministra- 


tionobjected.AliceDreger,abioethicistwhoservedasguest 
editor, wouldnotdeletethepiece.Sotheadministrationtook 
Atrium offline — only to put it back up the day after Dreger 
threatened to g o public with what she characterized as an 
encroachment on academic freedom. She went public any- 
way,linkinghercausetothatofLauraKipnis,aNorthwestern 
film professor whom the university subjected to a Title IX 
in ve s tig ation after she took to The Chron icle ofH igherEdu 

cation tocriticize“thepost-TitleIXlandscape.”Butthetwo 
cases are not parallel. Northwestern did not investigate or 
threaten to discipline Dreger. She could publish what she 
wished — justnotnecessarilywhereshewished.Lostamidall 
the cries ofcensorship is that Atrium is not a peer-reviewed 

scholarlyjournalbutamagazinethatNorthwesternpublishes 
andapparentlyhopeswillreflectwellonitsMedicalHunani- 
ties and Bioethics Program. Free- speech advocates, this is a 
falsealarm. 

■ Reproducibility is a fundamental tenet of the scientific 
method:Iftheresultsofanexperimentcannotbeduplicated,it 
cannotbesaidtoyieldreliabledata.Psychologistswereaccord- 
inglyshaken when Science magazinepublishedastudyshow- 
ingthat75percentofexperimentsinsocialpsychology,and50 
percent in cognitive psychology, were not reproducible. 
Similarquestionshavebeenraisedaboutmanymedicalexper- 
iments(is cholesterolgoodorbadthisweek?) .Tobesure,most 
findingsin“hard”(physical)sciencesarereliable,buttoanot- 
inconsiderable number of people, anything published in any 
scientific j oumal is unquestionable except by know-nothings . 
Therealityisthatthemoredeeplyyouinvolvethehumanbody, 
and particularly the humanbrain, in an experiment, the more 
slippery theresultsbecome . 

■ Curt S chilling , the former 
baseball star, now works for 
ESPN.Heisundersuspension 
but has not yet been fired. 

ESPN is considering what to 
do. What happened is this: 

Schilling retweeted one of 
those “Internet memes,” to 
wit,“It’ssaidonly5-I0%of 
Muslims are extremists. In 
1 940, only 7% of Germans 
wereNazis.How’dthatgo?” 

Therewasinstantcriticismof 
Schilling.Immdiately,hede 
lebdhistweetESPNsuspe nd- 
edhim, saying, “Curt’s tweet 
was completely umcceptable, 
and in no wayrepresents our 
company’sperspective.”ESPN 
hasa“per speed ve”onNazism 
andlslamism,theirsimilarities 

anddissimilarities ?Whoknew?Schillingissuedanapology and 
self-criticism — completingthisparableofourtimes,andnot 
ahappyone. 

■ ThefalloftheBerlinWallandthecollapseoftheSovietem 
pire proved, definitively, the superiority of free markets over 
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Communism.ButPaulMason,economicseditorforChannel 
4 in Britain, remains unconvinced. Mason’s forthcoming 
book, Postcapitalism: AGuidetoOurFuture ,receivedapos- 

itive review from TheNew Republic ’sMalcolmHarrisinan 
essaynon-satiricallytitled“WhatifStalinHadComputers?” 
Writes Harris, “The book really comes into its own when 
Masonaddressesthepossibilitiesofcontemporaryplanning.” 

Oh, the possibilities ! Harris muses, “What if our computer 
proces sing power andbehavioral data are developed enough 
nowthatcentralplanningcouldoutperformthemarketwhen 
it comes to the distribution of goods and services ?” The un 
asked question: Where exactly would all that processing 
powerhavecomefrom? 

■ Topless young women, their upper torsos body-painted, 
poseforphotoswithtouristsandotherpedestriansinTimes 
Square, in exchange for tips .According to r eliable sources, 

about a dozen desnudas, as they are called, grace — or dis- 
grace, depending on your point of view — the vicinity of 
Broadway and42ndStreetonanygivenday.MayorBillde 
Blasiodenouncesthemaspushypanhandlers,butbeggingon 
NewYorkCitystreetsislegal.Soisgoingtoplessinpublic 
in New York State, even for women, so the desnudas are 
CO vered,sotospeak.Theyj oinse veraldoze nfreelancestreet 

peformers,costumedasMickey Mouse, Spider-Man,etal., 
who also roam the area, soliciting handouts from strangers 
andelcingcomplaintsfromthedecorumpolice. Governor 
AndrewCuomospeaksofthedesnudasasareturntothebad 
olddayswhenTimesSquarewassynonymouswithsleazeAt 
least a temporary solution is on the way. According to The 

Farmer ’s Almanac , winter in the Northeast will be “much 
c olderthannormal . ” 

PUBLIC POLICY 

Irrelevant Gun Control 

S INCE he was reelected to the presidency in 2012, 
BarackObamahasbeentryingsporadicallytosellgun 
control.HisplanhasthreepartstoitiHewouldliketo 
prohibitallAmericansfrompurchasingmodernsemi-automatic 
sporting rifles, which he calls “assault 
weapons” ; he wouldlike to limitthe size 
ofmagazinesthatarecommerciallyavail- 
able ;andhewoul dliketoforcethestates 
to run background checks on any con- 
sumerwhoobtainsafirearmfromapri- 
vatesellerorafriend.Inthewakeofthe 
double murder that shook Roanoke in 
August,thepresidentreiteratedhiscom- 
mitmenttotheseproposals.Inthishewas 
joinedbythegovernorofVirginia,Terry 
McAuliffe, and the Democratic party’s 
presumptive 2106 presidential nominee, 

HillaryClinton. 

Inan dofthemselves,Obama’scoveted 
policiesaredifficulttojustify.Despitethe 
prominent role that they play within the 
gun-controldebate,“assaultweapons”are 
used so rarely in crimes that no records 
arekept.Eveniftheycouldbepractically 


imposed, magazine- size limits tend to hurt only those law- 
abiding citizens who follow the rules, many of whom shoot 
poorly under duress and need all the help that they can get if 
theyfindthemselvesindangerAnd,becausetheyarepassedby 
most mass shooters — and assiduously ignored by everyday 
criminals — “universalbackgroundchecks”areofquestionable 
practicaluse,exceptperhapsasaba ckdoortogunregistration. 
ThereislittletoloveinObama’sagendahere. 

As a specific response to the shooting in Virginia, his ap 
proachisevenworse.Inthatcase,theshooterboughtastan- 
dardhandgun — notan “assaultweapon”by any description. 
Hepassedabackgroundcheckandsubmittedtoawaitingpe 
rbd.Andhedidnotusealargenumberofbulletsorreload. 
Indeed,atnopointdidt heshooter ’ sconductsomuchasinter- 
sectwiththereformsthatAmericansaretoldarenecessaryin 
order to forestall future tragedies . Typically, defenders of the 
righttokeepandbeararmsobservecausticallythatinacountry 
of 350 million guns, those who are determined to kill will 
almostalwaysbeabletodosoregardlessofthecontoursof 
the law. They are correct, of course . But that case d oes not 

needtobeadumbratedhere.HadeverysingleoneofPreiient 
Obama’s rules been in place, this murder would have gone 
downidentically. 

If they were serious about reducing violence in America, 
themorevocaldenizensofthegun-controlmovementwould 
likelyrefrainfromtinkeringimpotentlyaroundtheedgesofa 
much-cherishedconstitutionalright,andinsteadlookintothe 
neglectedquestiono fmental-healthreform.Theymightpro- 
posethatanybodywhohasreasonablecausetobelievethathe 
isprovidingsomeonewhoposesanimminentdangertoothers 
withaccesstoaweaponbeliableforprosecution.Theymight 
insist that to have prior knowledge that a person represents 
suchathreatistohavealegalresponsibilitytoinformtheau 
thoiies . They might look into the connection betwe en lax 

commitment laws, an absence of necessary medication, and 
therandomactsofviolencethatweseeonthenewsAboveall 
else,theymighttrytodoabetterjoboftailoringtheirreme- 
diestotheillnessathand.Consistencycanbeavirtueinpoli- 
tics,butweshouldnotmistakePavlovianhysteriaforcredible 
publicpolicy. 
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The most expensive Mercedes -Benz® ever made. Rarer than a Stradivarius violin. 



How to Park $1 1 .7 Million on Your Desktop 

The sooK Special Roadster is one of the rarest and most-sought after automobiles ever built. 


I t's hard to deny that one of the signature 
models of Mercedes-Benz® is the 500 
series. So many striking and elegant bodies 
would grace the stalwart chassis. The 
SOOK's of the 1930s were beautiful, 
elegant, and exclusive models often 
outfitted with voluptuous coachwork and 
sold to the wealthiest of clientele. 

The most ravishing model of this species 
was the two-seater 500K Special Roadster 
launched in 1936. It was a limited production 
cabriolet, in total less than 30 were made, 
adding to its near-mythical qualities. In its 
day it went for top dollar — over $106,000. 

Today, these ultra rare masterpieces are going for millions. In 
2012, a Special Roadster fetched more than $ 1 1.7 million at 
auction at the Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance. 

Forgo the bidding wars, nail-biting flatbed transport, and 
scavenger hunting for parts in Germany. F-Ieres your chance to 
own the rare and luxurious essence of this remarkable car in 
terms of its unforgettable styling, inimitably powerful and 
elegant lines, and showstopping presence. 


You don't need to spend millions to showcase 
your impeccable taste. Sold! To the discerning 
reader for $99! 

Your satisfaction is 1 00% guaranteed. 

Test drive the Special Roadster for 30 
days. If for any reason you are not 
completely satisfied, simply return it to us 
for a full refund of your purchase price. But 
we're sure that once you park this beauty in 
your house you'll be sold. 

Comes factory sealed in its original packaging in order 
to retain its status as a highly collectable item. 

1936 Mercedes-Benz® 500K Special Roadster 

(Pearl White or Ruby Red finish) $149 ^ 

Offer Code Price $99 + S&P Save $50 

1-888-2017081 

Your Insider Offer Code: MBD207-01 

You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 



Die-cast metal body features doors, hood 
and trunk that open, steerable wheels 
that roll, and four wheel suspension. 
Available in Ruby Red finish. 


Our die-cast metal replica captures the sexy curves and sumptuous 
coachwork of the full-size model in striking detail. Just shy of a 
foot long, and available in pearl white or ruby red. 


f Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code. 
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14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. jVlBD207-0i 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com 
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Is the Supreme Court 
Really Supreme? 

Its decisions are not the final word on the Constitutions meaning 

BY RAMESH PONNURU 


A PRO-CHOICE voter in New 
Hampshire had a question for 
John Kasich, the Republican 
governor of Ohio, who was 
making the rounds as a presidential can- 
didate: Would he “respect” Roev.Wade 
even though he is a pro-lifer? Kasich 
answered, “Obviously, it’s the law of 
the land now, and we live with the law 
of the land.” 

Whether he knew it or not, Kasich had 
wandered into a debate over the courts, 
one in which some of the other presiden- 
tial candidates are also participants. Mike 
Huckabee, the former governor of Arkanas, 
has denounced “judicial tyranny.” When 
five justices ruled that the Constitution 
requires governments to recognize same- 
sex marriage, he scoffed that the Supreme 
Court was not “the Supreme Being.” 

It’s an often-heated debate. Huckabee’s 
side says that the courts have established 
a “judicial supremacy” at odds with the 
actual constitutional design; the other side 
says that people like Huckabee are threat- 
ening the rule of law. Both sides have 
some reasonable points, and both could 
profit from conducting the debate at a 
lower level of abstraction. 

Huckabee’s side of the argument is of 
course the weaker one in our political 


culture. Think of how often people say, 
without realizing they are making a con- 
troversial claim, that abortion is “a con- 
stitutional right” or that laws against it are 
“unconstitutional.” The Supreme Court 
has ruled to that effect; our shorthand 
treats its rulings as either correct by defi- 
nition or authoritative in such a strong 
sense that we should describe them as 
though they were. “The Constitution is 
what the judges say it is,” as Chief Justice 
Charles Evans Hughes said before he was 
on the Court. 

The case against this way of thinking 
holds that judicial supremacy is incom- 
patible with constitutional supremacy. 
The courts can get the Constitution 
wrong; if they could not, there would be 
no point to justices’ trying to get it right by 
reasoning about the Constitution. Judicial 
review, though not explicitly authorized 
by the Constitution, can be inferred from 
it: In cases where the courts have to 
decide whether to apply the Constitution 
or a statute that conflicts with it, the higher 
law has to take precedence. The case 
against judicial supremacy rests on a sim- 
ilar inference: In cases where a judicial 
interpretation of the Constitution is at 
odds with the actual document, it is the 
latter that deserves the allegiance of citi- 


zens and officeholders. Kasich is there- 
fore wrong: The Constitution is “the law 
of the land,” not Roe. (You can look it up 
in the Constitution’s sixth article.) 

The strongest argument for judicial 
supremacy is not that the Constitution 
commands it. It’s that government can- 
not work, or work well, if every question 
of constitutional meaning is up for grabs 
and that there needs to be a final arbiter. 

Abraham Lincoln gave due weight to 
each side in the course of his first inau- 
gural address. He did not, he said, deny 
that the Supreme Court’s 

decisions must be binding in any case 
upon the parties to a suit as to the object 
of that suit, while they are also entitled to 
very high respect and consideration in all 
parallel cases by all other departments of 
the Government. And while it is obvi- 
ously possible that such decision may be 
erroneous in any given case, still the evil 
effect following it, being limited to that 
particular case, with the chance that it 
may be overruled and never become a 
precedent for other cases, can better be 
borne than could the evils of a different 
practice. At the same time, the candid cit- 
izen must confess that if the policy of the 
Government upon vital questions affect- 
ing the whole people is to be irrevocably 
fixed by decisions of the Supreme 
Court, the instant they are made in ordi- 
nary litigation between parties in personal 
actions the people will have ceased to be 
their own rulers, having to that extent 
practically resigned their Government 
into the hands of that eminent tribunal. 

He would defer to the Supreme Court, 
to a point, but his deference would not be 
absolute. And so the Lincoln administra- 
tion did not attempt to undo the Supreme 
Court’s decision with regard to the par- 
ties in Dred Scott V. Sandford but also 
refused to speak or act as though it were 
correct. It recognized that blacks could 
be citizens regardless of that decision, 
and granted passports and patents accord- 
ingly. Lincoln’s words are a great asset to 
the anti- supremacist side not only be- 
cause of his moral and historical authority 
but because they are essentially unan- 
swerable, encompassing as they do what 
is valid on both sides of the question. 

Huckabee did not articulate a similarly 
balanced view, or offer a Lincolnian 
strategy for responding to the same-sex- 
marriage decision. Opponents of same- 
sex marriage have by and large declined 
to push state-government officials to deny 
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This is the #1 


Item You Should be Hoarding! 



heirloom survival seeds, 4 
hard copybooks, a 11-in-l 
survival tool, and some other 
cool stuff. 

I want to make sure you 
don’t miss out on this because 

THIS is the #1 item you 
should he hoarding. 

Log on now to 
GETFOOD6.COM 


S omething just happened that 
explains why tons and tons 
of survival food are literally 
flying off warehouse shelves. 

The sad part is, that if everyone 
could see what I see, we’d have half 
a chance! They think having a food 
stockpile ready for a natural disaster 
is something they can put off for 
“someday” or “never”. 

As it stands right now, it’s 
going to be every man for 
himself! 

You’ve seen the evidence and you know 
the situation is way too serious not to do 
something about it. When a crisis hits, 
you’ll be ready. I can tell you how to make 
sure you and your family are safe.... right 
here. 

The fact is, if you don’t take action or if 
you stockpile the wrong foods, you could 
be setting your family up to be hungry 
in a time of crisis. It sounds harsh, but 
the truth is too many people with good 
intentions are making critical mistakes 
with their food stockpiles. 

Mistakes like... 

► Buying MREs with a 5 year shelf life 
(depending on where you buy them from 
they could be near expired)... 

► Getting gross survival foods that are 
tough to stomach and so high in salt, 
MSG and preservatives you could clog 
your arteries and get yourself sick... 

► Or simply buying the wrong foods and 
leaving a critical hole in your meal plan, 
which means your family can become 
malnourished... 


Well, I decided to stop worrying. 
Obviously, waiting for the government to 
give me a handout in a disaster just wasn’t 
an option for me. And I was completely 
turned off by the crazy prices of survival 
food sold by most stores. 


Sol got in touch with my buddy Frank 
and put my order in for his Food4Patriots 
survival food kits. This is Frank’s new line 
of survival food and there are 4 reasons 
why it’s literally flying off the shelves: 

• Food4Patriots is an incredible value. 

This high quality survival food without any 
fillers or poor-quality “franken-food” that 
the other guys use to pad their survival 
meals. They are made and packaged right 
here in the U.S.A. You won’t believe the 
prices on these kits - a fraction of the 
price what some other brands charge. 

• There’s no fancy packaging, it’s military- 
grade sturdy stuff and can stand up to the 
crazy things that happen in a crisis. This 
food has a shelf life of up to 25 years, 

so you have complete peace of mind for 
the long term. And he’s using the most 
compact kits so you can store them 
anywhere in your home without any extra 
hassle. They’re sturdy, waterproof and 
stack easily. And extremely covert too. 

• You can make these meals in less than 
20 minutes; just add boiling water, simmer, 
and serve. I tried em and I think they taste 
as good or better than any other survival 
food Tve EVER had. And you get a whole 
slew of choices for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner so you don’t get stuck eating the 
same thing day-in and day-out. 

• Frank has come up with some 
impressive FREE bonuses that are ONFY 
available to folks who purchase one of his 
kits on a first-come, first-served basis. For 
example, my kit 3-month came with 5,400-1- 


Here’s why... If you don’t take action to get 
your food stockpile right now, you’ll be in 
the same boat as the brainwashed masses 
who think “everything is fine.” And if a 
crisis hits and your family asks, “What are 
we going to eat?” your mouth will go dry 
and you’ll feel powerless. 

But what if you decide right now to 
secure your food stockpile instead? Just 
imagine how much better youTl feel right 
away. And if a crisis hits and your family 
asks, “What are we going to eat?” you’ll 
calmly reassure them that they’re safe and 
they will have plenty to eat. 

Fisten, I can’t predict the future. I don’t 
know exactly when or how a crisis will hit. 
But from everything I see, it could be soon 
and it could be a big one. 

RS. Got a call from Frank and youll never 
believe what 4 -letter government agency just 
tried to buy up his entire supply of food! 
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marriagelicensest osame-sexcouples.In 
partthismaybebecausesomanypeople 
accept judicial supremacy; in part be 
causeevenmanyopponentsofsame-sex 
marriage are not sufficiently adamant 
abouttheirviewtodefytheCourt;andin 
partbecausetheydonotthinkthistactic 
wouldsucceed. 

Some conservatives have instead 
called for a constitutional amendment, 
either to define marriage in the law as 
theunionofamana nda woman orto 

let states adopt that policy. Many con- 
servatives have also sought legislation 
to protect freedom of conscience for 
peopleandgroupsthatrejectsame-sex 
marriage. Bothoftheseresponsesarein 
some sense in opposition to the Su 
premeCourt’ sruling .They donotsim- 
ply “move on” frommarriage now that 
the Court has spoken, as Kasich and 


Roe much at all and does not wish to 
livewithit. 

Kasichisn’tthefirstpro-lifepolitician 
to speak confusingly of his respect for 
/?6>^.JohnAshcrofthadbeenastaunchly 
pro-lifesenatorfromMissouri,andiipart 
forthatreasonhefacedstrongopposition 
when the Senate consideredhis nomina- 
tionfor attorney generalin200 1 . During 
the confirmation hearings, he tried to 
defuse the issue by saying tha t while he 
thought Roe, “as an original matter, was 
wrongly decided,”hewould‘ ‘enforcethe 
lawasitis ^lotaslwouldhaveit .laccept 
Roe and asey as the settled law of the 
land. If confirmed as attorney general, I 
willfollowthelawinthisareaandinall 
otherareas.” 

No senatorthoughtto askhim whatit 
would mean for an attorney general to 
“enforce” or “follow” Roe, which pro- 


powertodeterminethescopeandlimits 
of their jurisdiction. Its second section 
givesCongressthepowertomake“Ex 
ceptions” and “Regulations” to the Su 
preme Court’s appellate jurisdiction. 
Peoplewhobelievethatit’simportantfor 
thecourtstohavethelastsayonthevast 
majority of questions of constitutional 
interpretation will resist reading those 
provisions of the Constitution to permit 
Congresstodenythemthatsay. 

Even when arguments about judicial 
supremacy appear to have no practical 
import, however, they lie beneath judg- 
ments about how we should talk about 
judicial decisions. Kasich’s side of that 
argument pays rhetorical fealty to the 
Court: It maymakemistakes,butitde 
serves respect even so . It is dangerous , 
peopleonthatsideoftenbelieve,notto 
give it that respect. H uckabee’s side in 


Evenwhenargumentsaboutjudicialsupremacyappearto 

havenopracticaIimport,theyIiebeneathjudgmentsabout 

howweshouldtalkaboutjudicialdecisions. 


manyothershavesuggested.Butneither 
can these responses be said to defy the 
Supreme Court in any sense that poses 
even a potential concern about the rule 
oflaw. 

Our anti-j udicial supremacists arenot , 
then, doing anything that judicial su 
premacistshaveanygoodreasontocon- 
demn.Attheotherendofthedebate,too, 
thejudicialsupremacistsrefusetoruleout 
the practical courses of action that are 
opentoanti-supremacists . 

What, for example, does it mean for 
someonelikeKasichto“livewith” Roe as 
“thelawoftheland,”orto“respect”it?It 
doesn’ tmeanthat Kasich agrees withit, 
or accepts its permanence. Aspokesman 
for himclarified that Kasich “hopes that 
Roe isovertumed.”Andmaybemorethan 
“hopes”: The last time Kasich ran for 
president,accordingtonewsreportsfrom 
thetimeJiesaidhewouldnominate“anti- 
abortion”justices .B ackthen,healsosaid 
hefavoredaconstitutionalamendmentto 
undo R6>^.Thegovemor’srespectfor Roe 
as the law of the land has not precluded 
himfromsigninglawsintensionwithit, 
including a ban on abortions after 20 
weeks . Hisbehaviorandhispositions ,in 
short, areindistinguishablefromthoseof 
an elected official who does not respect 
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vides no instruction s to the Justice De 
partment.DiditmeanhewouldsendU.S . 
marshalstodealwithanystatelegislature 
that tried to prohibit abortion? Ashcroft 
also said during the hearings that he 
would not ask the Court to overturn 
R(9^,butofferedtherationalethatitwas 
unlikely to take upanysuchinvitation. 
He would “follow” Roe in this way, in 
otherwords,becausetherewasnopoint 
intryingnottofollowit .Heneithersaid 
nor implied that the administration of 
George H. W. Bush had been flouting 
“thelaw asitis” whenit askedthe Su 
premeCourttoreverseR6>^. 

There are circumstances in which 
“obedience”totheCourt,orbeliefinthe 
Court’ssupremacy,couldmakeapracti- 
caldifference.Thirteenyearsagoafed- 
eral appeals court ruled that it was 
unconstitutional for a public school to 
makestudents listentothewords“under 
God” in the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
Republican House voted to take away 
the federal courts’ jurisdiction to hear 
constitutional challenges to the recita- 
tionofthePledge. 

The House was acting pursuant to 
Article III of the Constitution. Its first 
sectiongivesCongressthepowertocre- 
atethe inferior courts, whichimplies a 


siststhatthegreaterdangerwouldcome 
from not denouncing certain rulings as 
illegitimate.Thesearetheonesin which 
theCourtgetstheConstitutionwrongina 
deepersense:Itsubstitutesitsowndesires 
for the text, original understanding, and 
structure of the Constitution. In those 
cases, the Courtis not really engagedin 
interpretingtheConstitutionatall. 

That’satoughcha rge.Butit’sonethat 
isalsomadebyseveralofthedissenting 
justicesinthemarriagecaseAndJustice 
Anthony Kennedy’s majority opinion 
didn’tworkveryhardtomakeaconsti- 
tutionalargumentforitsconclusion — as 
evensomestrongsupportersoftheresult 
have noted. The same is true of the 
Court’s abortion jurisprudence: Even 
academics who are glad to see abortion 
treated as a constitutional right cannot 
generallybringthemselvestodefendthe 
reasoningof Roe. 

WhentheCourtmakesanillegitimate 
ruling, those who recognize its illegiti- 
macy may have to live with practical 
limitsontheirabilitytoundoit.Ifarul- 
ing has earned no more respect than 
that, however, politicians and others 
should give not give it any — lest they 
make the very mistake against which 
Lincolnwarned. NR 
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The Social- 
Media 
Murders 

A Virginia killer posts his crime 
online for the world to see 

BY CHARLES C. W. COOKE 

I N late August of this year, there 
was a shooting in Virginia. Timing 
his spree to perfection, a dis- 
turbed man interrupted a routine 
morning broadcast on Roanoke’s 
WDBJ7 television station and shot 
dead the reporter and her cameraman. 
News of the killing spread like wild- 


Cronkites and Edward R. Murrows. To 
be noticed. Jack Ruby had to walk into 
the frame. Today, selfie stick in hand, 
he could broadcast his execution in 
real time. Having waited until his 
Twitter and Facebook accounts were 
discovered by a horrified, shell-shocked 
general public, the Roanoke shooter 
posted the footage online for all to see. 
Instantly, it was saved, replicated, and 
tucked away. Instantly, it found its 
way onto the front pages of Gawker 
and uzzfeed and an array of personal 
“new media” accounts. Had the major 
news networks come together and 
agreed not to show it, it would have 
made little difference. By filming and 
distributing the attack himself, the 
killer made sure that his villainy 
would be recorded for posterity. There 
are downsides to the democratization 
of publishing. 


News, the killer ran through a litany 
of grievances. “Why did I do it?” he 
asked in what is perhaps the most 
telling passage. “I put down a deposit 
for a gun on 6/19/15. The Church 
shooting in Charleston happened on 
6/17/15 . . .” The shooter in Charleston 
had wanted a “race war,” he noted, and 
he intended to grant him his wish. 
“bring it then you white [illegible],” 
he added. Later, he would cite as inspi- 
rations “Jehovah” and the perpetrators 
of the massacres at Columbine and at 
Virginia Tech. 

On both sides of the political aisle, 
the reaction to the news was pre- 
dictable, narrow, and dull. Nobody 
seemed to want to discuss the role that 
making each and every shooter the 
center of the news plays in breeding 
the next one, or to reflect on the nature 
of the Rubicon that had just been 


If ever we were accorded an example of the seductive 
role that notoriety plays in the motivation of public 

killers, this was it. 


fire across America: first around 
social media, then onto cable news, 
and finally into the reportage and 
opinion sections of the nation’s news- 
papers. The following day, the head- 
lines read predictably: “horror,” 
“tragedy,” “slaying.” 

The murders were all of these things. 
But there was something a touch dif- 
ferent about this abomination — some- 
thing horribly, ineffably, inescapably 
modern. The United States has suffered 
through some gruesome public execu- 
tions in its past — this, after all, is the 
nation that saw Lee Harvey Oswald 
killed live on NBC and that watched 
in abject disbelief as a series of air- 
planes slammed into American targets. 
But before August 26, consumers had 
never been able to bypass their televi- 
sion sets and access directly the mind 
of a maniac. What we have seen abroad 
from ISIS and their despicable kin has 
now come here, too. America has 
entered the age of the social-media 
murder. Reality TV will never be the 
same again. 

Once upon a time, newsmakers of 
good and ill repute existed largely at 
the sufferance of the world’s Walter 
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If ever we were accorded an example 
of the seductive role that notoriety plays 
in the motivation of public killers, this 
was it. Having studied other such 
attacks, the shooter knew full well that 
the TV coverage would probably be 
wall to wall; that his footage would be 
immediately embedded around the 
Web; that his accounts would be 
mined for high-quality stills, to be 
plastered onto the front of the tabloids. 
To what extent did this feed into his 
desire? Certainly some. Clearly men- 
tally disturbed, the killer offered a 
bizarre mixture of private and public 
justifications. Specifically, he was 
vexed by what he perceived as the sup- 
posed racism and homophobia of his 
colleagues. One of the victims, Alison 
Parker, had been the focus of an official 
complaint after her announced inten- 
tion to “swing by” a destination was 
taken as a coded lynching reference, 
while others at the station had been 
upbraided for using phrases such as “out 
in the field” (perceived as a reference to 
slavery), and for bringing watermelon 
for the breakroom. 

More broadly, though, he wanted to 
make a splash. In a fax sent to ABC 


crossed. Few stopped even for a 
moment to acknowledge reluctantly 
that we may now be unable to stop this 
vicious cycle from taking its ugly 
course. If anyone meditated for more 
than a moment on the toxic combination 
of mental illness and instant celebrity, 
the ruminations failed to bubble up to 
the surface. Instead, Americans rekin- 
dled their futile fight over the tools 
that the killer employed, and they fell 
reflexively back upon their stale talk- 
ing points. 

Pushing the argument for concealed 
carry to its logical breaking point, a host 
of conservatives swiftly submitted that, 
had the slain journalists been armed, 
they might have been able to fight back 
against the onslaught. This, frankly, 
was a peculiar and opportunistic claim. 
As we now know, the targets were the 
unsuspecting victims of a carefully 
planned attack that was sprung upon 
them while they were working. A few 
seconds, and it was over. A Navy SEAL 
would have struggled to defend him- 
self in such circumstances. It is no 
slight on the right to keep and bear 
arms to acknowledge that it would not 
have helped much here. 
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For theirpart, progressives quickly 
got busy confirming once again that 
their movement is never more intel- 
lectually bankrupt than when it is 
attemptingtoengagewiththequestion 
ofgunviolence.Hisoccasionallyinco- 
herent mutterings about “Australia!” 
notwithstanding, President Obama an d 
his party have for the last few years 
been advancing three main reforms 
tothegun-controlstatusquo: 1 )They 
would like to resurrect the federal 
ban on so-called assault weapons, 
despite their being used so infre- 
quently in crimes that the FBI de- 
clines to keep statistics; 2) they 
wouldliketoforcestatebackground 
checksonallprivatesalesandtrans- 
fers;and3)theywouldliketorestrict 
the ca pacity of commercially avail- 
able magazines, as has been done in 
“blue” jurisdictions such as Cali- 
fornia and Connecticut. Since the 
massacre at Sandy Hook, these pro- 
posals have been trotted out at every 
available opportunity — couched, al 


ways, in saccharine appeals to “com- 
mon sense” and false promises of 
“neveragain.” 

Soitwasinthewakeofthemurders 
inRoanoke.Nevermindthattheshoot- 
er bou ght his gun from a store and 
passed a federal background check — 
aspublicshooter sinvariablydo .N ever 
mind that he put down a deposit and 
submitted to a waiting period. Never 
mindthathedidnotrelyupona“high- 
capacitymagazine”orevenreloadhis 
gun . N e vermindthat a9mmGlock 1 9 
handgun is in no universe an “assault 
weapon.” The gun-control movement 
has an established script, and it is 
intent upon sticking to it. If the tactic 
hadn’t proven so renarkably ineffec- 
tive over the last two and a half 
decades, onewouldalmosthavetoad 
mirethetenacity. 

It has now been 1 ,000 years since, 
inthewordsofHenryofHuntingdon, 
KingCanutesteppedintothewaterto 
“let all men know how empty and 
worthlessisthepowerofkings.”This 


lesson was a necessary one at the 
time, but today it is even more so. 

B ecause 3 -D printing has made their 
production so easy, we would almost 
certainly be powerles s to prevent the 
spread of firearms even if we did de- 
cide to experiment with prohibition 
or enbrace more- severe regulatory 
schemes . B ecause the microchip has 
turned every telephone into a movie 
studioandeverylaptopintoaprinting 
press, t he capacity to transmit un- 
lovely information sits well b^ond 
thecontrolofboththecensorsofthe 
state and the private gatekeepers 
whoseculturaljudgmentsareintegral 
in shaping the culture. In Roanoke, 
these two truths came into contact — 
with horrific consequences. After 
suchaclearillustrationofourinabil- 
itytostopevilinitstracks,onewould 
have expected to witness a serious 
discussion of what the future may 
look like, even if that exercise de- 
scendedintolament.Onewouldhave 
beendisappointed. NR 


New in Foreign Policy 

How do we resolve the dilemma of securing important American foreign policy objectives 
without betraying basic American values and making ethical compromises? 


THE BENEFITS AND PITFALLS 
Of AMERICAS ALLIANCES WITH 
AAJTHOfllTAmAH REGIMES 



A merican leaders have cooperated with regimes around the world 
that are, to varying degrees, repressive or corrupt. Such cooperation 
is said to serve the national interest. It also often contravenes the nation s 
commitments to democratic governance, civil liberties, and free markets. 
\nPerilom Partners, authors Ted Galen Carpenter and Malou Innocent 
offer case studies of U.S. engagement with dubious allies, and show that 
too often American leaders have sacrificed the moral high ground in pur- 
suit of secondary and peripheral national interests. 

AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 22 

HARDBACK: $24.95 
EBOOK:$12.99 


GOD 

INSTITUTE 


AVAILABLE FROM FROM CATOORG/STORE AND 
RETAILERS NATIONWIDE. 


NATIONAL REVIEW 21 


Andrew 
Jackson, for 
Betteror 
Worse 

Today his reputation is in decline^ but 
200 years ago he saved the nation 

BY RICHARD BROOKHISER 

I N hislonglife(1767-1845),Aii 
drew J ackson fought one duel (in 
whichhetookabullet) , onearmed 
brawl (in whichhetooktwo) , and 
severalpitchedbattles.Butnowheisin 
the fight of his afterlife . S e veral state s ’ 
Democratic parties have stopped call- 
ingtheirannualget-togethersJefferson- 
J acksonDay dinner s . 

Inhiso wndayJ acksonwasawarhero 
and a two-term president (1829-37), 
kno wnbyavividnickname lOldHickory 
(hickory woodishardand dense, good 
for wheel spokes andhuntingbows). He 
wascanonizedformodemtimesbyArthur 
Schlesinger Jr., whose Age of Jackson 
(published 1 945) argued that he led a 
movement of urban workers and intel- 
lectuals ,liketheN e wDeal . 

Jackson is in trouble now because of 
his sins againstmodernracial sensibili- 
ties. “Wecan’tbeanchoredtoahistory 
that diminished any of our fellow citi- 
zens,”saidDemocraticstaterepresenta- 
tiveStaceyAbramsofGeorgia,oneofthe 
statestokickhimandJeffersonoff their 
dinner. J ackson owned black men and 
killed red men, and that makes him an 
unworthydeadwhiteman. 

If we look at J ackson critically but 
fairly, whatdowefind? 

Jackson died owning 1 50 slaves (his 
Tennesseq)lantationgrewcotton).Slavery 
existed inmuchoftheworldthroughout 
hislife.Butsodidananti-slaverymove- 
ment. States began abolishing slavery in 
J ackson ’ sy outh,andtheslavetradewas 
ended when he was 4 1 . If he had had 
any second thoughts about slavery, he 
couldhavefoundmanywhosharedthem. 
Insteadhebelongedtothegreatmassof 
slaveownerswhomaintainedtheinstitu- 
tionwithoutcriticizingit. 


Jackson fought two Indian wars, 
against the Creeks in modern-day Ala 
bama during the War of 1 8 1 2 and the 
SeminolesofFloridashortlythereafter. 
But he is best- (and worst-) known 
todayforhispeacetimetreatmentofthe 
Cherokees JiisalliesintheCreekWar.B y 
the 1 820s they had adopted white ways , 
farming, publishing a newspaper, and 
owning slaves. But when gold was dis- 
coveredontheirland,thestateofGeorgia 
wanted them relocated beyond the Mis 
sisippi.PresidentJacksonnegotiatedthe 
necessarytreaties;theforcedmarchwest 
(the “Trail ofTears”) happened in 1838. 
Thisactofethniccleansingwentbeyond 
manifestdestiny ;itwastreachery. 

Jackson was an economic naif who 
dedicated his administration to destroy- 
ingtheSecondB ankofthellnitedStates . 
Stories of his ignorance are incredible: 
HetoldAlexanderHamilton’ ssonJ ames , 
“YourfatherwasnotinfaAoroftheBank 
of the United States.” (That was like 
telling B enj amin Frankin’ s son that his 
father was not in favor of electricity.) 

J acksonhatedtheB ankas atoolof eco- 
nomicoligarchs.Yethisalliesinthebank 
fight — men such as Martin Van Buren 
and Francis Blair — were aspirant oli- 
garchs, supportingorinsomecasesrun- 
ning statebanks thathoped to profit by 
the downfall of the national institution. 

J acksonwonhisfight — andtheeconomy 

collapsedontheheadofhisallyandsuc- 

cessor,VanBuren. 

ThereremainsJ ackson’ stemperament. 
Hewasasself-righteousashewaswratb 
ful; one contemporary wrote that he 
“consider [ed] the law and his own no 
tionsofjusticeassynonymous.”Hebore 
bittergrudges.Attheendofhis second 
term, a would-be assassin fired at him 
ontheCapitol steps . The shooter was a 
lunatic , who thought J ackson was keep- 
inghimfromtheEnglishthrone.Butthe 
president told anyone who would listen 
thattheattackhadbeenplottedbyasen- 
ator with whom he was at loggerheads . 
“The president’s misconduct,” wrote an 
En^ish visitor, “was the most virulent 
andprotracted.” 

J ackson’ s temperament was the worst 
possible for a leader — except when it 
wasn’t.Thevirtuesofhisviceswerede- 
cisiveness and firmness — qualities that 
savedthecountryintwocrises . 

The protectionist Tariff of 1 828 — 
pas sed in the year when J ackson would 
firstbeelectedpresident — ^provokedout- 


rageinSouthCarolina,aplantationstate 
that derived no benefit from it. In De 
cember 1828 John Calhoun (the in 
cumbent vice president under John 
Quincy Adams, as well as Jackson’s 
vicepresident-elect)wroteonthestate’s 
behalfawarningthatthetariffwouldnot 
becollectedthereunlessitwasreduced. 
Four years later, after a steep tariff was 
renewedJacksonwaa'eelected,Calhoun 
resignedashisveep,andSouthCarolina 
nullifiedthetariff. 

Jackson’sresponsewasblunt.Iiprivate 
hecallednullification“rebellionandwar 
againsttheUnion”and“absolutetreason.” 
PubliclyJieissued^roclamation,written 
by his secretary of state but embodying 
Jackson’s spirit.InithetoldSouthCaro 
lina that its presumed power to annul a 
lawwas“incompatiblewiththeexistence 
of the Union, contradicted expressly by 
the letter of the Constitution, unautho- 
rizedbyitsspirit,”and“inconsistentwith 
everyprincipleonwhichitwasfounded.” 
The “It”inthatlastphrasereferredtothe 
Union; as Oscar Wilde mighthave said, 
Jackson spelled Union with a capital I. 
HeaskedCongresstopassabillallowing 
himtocollectthetariffbyforce. 

Congress eventually made anofferto 
reduce the tariff, which South Carolina 
accepted,andthecrisispassed.ButJack 
son’sfirmnesshadsettheparameters,then 
and for the future. In 1 86 1 , after South 
Carolina troops fired on Fort Sumter, 
AbrahamLincoln,nofanof01dHickory, 
nevertheless rebuked a delegation of 
compromisers by saying there was “no 
Jackson” in what they proposed — “no 
manhoodnorhonorinthat.” 

J ackson’ s greatest, and single-handed, 
achievement came years earlier, on the 
battlefield.InDecemberl 8 14,theBritish 
triedtheirlastthro woftheWarof 1 812, 
landing an army onthe Loiimacoast, 
headedforNewOrleans . 

Jackson, in charge of defending the 
entire Gulf coast, was unprepared: He 
hadexpectedtheBritishtoattackM(bile, 
andhistroopswerescattered.Butdanger 
galvanized him. He concentrated his 
forces, made a deal with local pirates, 
enlistedevenblacksoldiers,andharassed 
theBritishastheymoveduptheMiSbF 
sippi .B y theclimacticbattleon J anuary 
8, the attackers were wary and weary; 
the Americans were dug in, bristling 
with artillery. The British lost over 
2,000 men, killed, wounded, or cap- 
tured, theAmeric ansonly 7 0 . 
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ThehistorianHenry Adams compared 
Britain’sattackonNewOrleanswithher 
attackonWashington,D .C . ,fourmonths 
earliei^thecapitarsdefenderswereledby 
GeneralWilliamWinder,withinputfrom 
President Madison and his cabinet) . In 
bothcasesanenemyarmadalandedanin- 
vading army at some distance from its 
object; theperiodfor the Americans to 
reactwasaboutthesameButWindeietaL 
dithered, withtheresultthattheCapitoland 
theWhiteHousewerebumed/Theprin- 
cipaldifference”inNew04eans Adams 
wrote, “wasthatJacksoncommanded.” 

No victory in the war was more op- 
portune. The combatants had already 


signedtheTreatyofGhent(essentially 
a draw), but antiwar passions in the 
UnitedS tate s s tillraged .Ne wEngland 
Federalistswerethreateningsecession; 
their leader, Timothy Pickering, wrote 
that if New Orleans fell, he would 
“considertheUnionassevered.”New 
Orleans was the spigot of the Misis- 
si{piRiversystem;frontiersmenneed- 
ed passage through it to sell their 
crops. No Old Hickory, no Chocolate 
City — or at least, not one under the 
Americanflag. 

Sometimes a country needs a tough 
guy.Iwouldn’ tnameadinnerfoiAiiire w 
J ackson,butr dmakehimatoast. NR 


Times Square^s ^painted ladies^ 
profane what should he sacred 

BY REIHAN SALAM 

O VER the past few months. 
Times Square, one of 
America’ sbusiestpedestrian 
thoroughfares, amagnetfor 
tourists from around the country and 
aroundtheworld,haschangedinaless- 
than-wholesome direction. Since the 
end of the Bloomberg administration, 
thenumberofNYPDofficerspatrolling 
this little patch of asphalt and concrete 
hasfallenconsiderably.Thisinturnhas 
ledtoanincreaseinwhatyoumightcall 
general unpleasantness. The Acw York 
Post andthe Z)( 2 //yAcw^,thecity’srival 
tabloids, have chronicled the rise of a 
new breed of aggressive panhandlers, 
clad in soiled Sesame Street costumes 
andotheroutlandishoutfits .It ’ sgottento 
thepointwhereB illdeB lasio , thecity ’ s 
left-wingmayor,hassaidthatenoughis 
enough. Plans are afoot to sharply in 
creasethepolicepresenceintheCross 
roads of the World come October. It 
turns out that even deBlasio, friend of 
theS andinis tas Anotsolatitudinarianas 
to letTimes Square slidebackintopre- 
Giulianichao s . Withanyluck,orderwill 
soonberestored. 

ButthereisonebrandofTimesSquare 
panhandler that ’ s attracting more atten- 
tion than most, and that might prove 
moredifficulttodislodgethantheersatz 
Elmos.Irefertothesmallbutveryvisi- 
blecollectionoffemalestreetperform- 
ers who’ vebeenbaring their breasts in 
TimesSquare,tothedelightofsomeand 
the dismay of others. These women — 
“desnudas,” in the press, though they 
reportedlyprefer^paintedladies” — take 
selfies withtourists andencouragethem 
togivetips.ThoughMayordeBlasioand 
GovemorAndrewCuomohavepromised 
to crack down on the painted ladies , on 
thegroundsthattheyrepresentathreatto 
legitimatebusinessesandanobstruction 
topedestrian traffic, it’snotclearto me 
thatthey will succeed. Forbetter or for 
worse — r d say for worse — it’s hard to 
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make an argument rooted in a sense of 
commondecency whenourideas about 
decency arenolongerheldincommon. 

WhiledeBlasioandCuomohavemade 
the case against the paintedladies, the 
evenmore left-wingspeakerofthecity 
council, Melissa Mark-Viverito, has 
defended them. Indeed, Mark-Viverito 
and others onthecitycouncilhavesaid 
thateffortstocurbthepaintedladiesare 
rooted in sexism. Amber J amieson, a 
NewYorkPost reporterwhowentunder- 
coverasapaintedladyinanefforttotell 
their side of the story, argues that “the 
fightagainstthepaintedladiesisdeeply 
sexist,”asnoon eobjectstothesimilarly 
scantily clad NakedCowboy,amanwho 
bestrides Times Square in little more 
thanhisbriefsandaguitar. 

J amiesonisnottheonlywritertodefend 
the painted ladies in the name of femi- 
nism. Catherine Rampell, a columnist 
forthe WashingtonPost ,seesobjections 
to the presence of these self-described 
entertainers in Times Square as simply 
bizarre. Since the New York Court of 
Appealsruledin 1 992thatitisdiscrim- 
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inatory to prohibit women from going 
topless but not men, she maintains that 
these women are acting lawfully, and I 
havenoreasontodoubther.ToRampell, 
concernso vertoples snes sareasillydis - 
traction from the more pressing chal- 
lengesNewYorkCityfaces.Whatisso 
awful about exposed breasts, she asks? 
Noting that women are more likely to 
object to exposed breasts than men, 
Rampell hypothesizes thatthese objec- 
tions arerootedinakindof self-hatred : 
“Women are taught — it’s not innate, as 
clearly e videncedby the many unfazed 
young children who ambled by the 
desnudas on Sunday — to hate women’s 
bodies .’’And so Rampell sees the con- 
troversy over female nudity in Times 
S quareasateachablemoment .B ybeing 
indifferent to the toplessness in Times 
S quare ,ori ndeedbyaffirmingits value , 
Rampell seems tobelievethatwecould 
strike a blow against this purported 
hatredofwomen’ sbodies . 

Ihaveadifferentvie wfromJ amieson 
andRampell: Farfrombeingrootedin 
ahatredofwomen ’ sbodies ,orofmen’ s 


bodies, forthatmatter,suchobjections 
are rooted in reverence for a certain 
culturally specific understanding of 
sexualintimacy. 

In his 2005 book Interaction Ritual 
Chains, the University of Pennsylvania 
sociologistRandallCollinsoffersafas- 
cinatingtheoryofwhywecravesexand 
what exactly we get out of it. While 
Sigmund Freud maintained that sexual 
drive is a naturally given quantity, and 
that e rotic lif eis shapedby the way s in 
which we repress and otherwise distort 
it, Collins makes the contrasting case 
that the appetite for sexual pleasure- 
seeMngvariesfromonesocietytoanoth- 
er,andovertime.Tosuggestthatcontexts 
in which sex is mainly limited to com- 
mitted long-term relationships are nec- 
essarily more “repressed” than sexual 
free-for-alls, asFreuddoes,istoignore 
thepossib ilitythatsexualdriveisinfact 
amalleableforce. 

Different cultures understand sexual 
relationsindifferentways,butthereare 
anumberofrecurringpatterns.Humans 
engage in sexual intercourse not just. 
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andnotprimarily,outofadesireforsex- 
ual pleasure, says Collins. Rather, we 
desire sex because we crave the intense 
senseofeolidaritythatitcancreate.That’s 
why all the pornography in the world 
can ’ t replace the excitement created by 
mutual attraction. While the immediate 
outcomeofsexmightbesexualpleasure, 
the deeper outcome is a strong sense of 
intimate solidarity — amoreclinicalterm 
forwhatmostofuscalUove.Thoughsex 
andlovearenotthesamething,Collins 
describessexuahntercourseastheritual 
of love, which “stands as a marker 
announcing both to participants , and to 
nonparticipant outsiders, that this is a 
very strong personal tie.” There are, of 
course,societiesinwhichtheconnection 
betweensexandloveissevered,orclose 
toit.Youcouldarguethatourownsoci- 
etyisoneofthem.YouTlfindthatthese 
societies are oftentimes miserable, for 
womenbutalsoformen. 

So what does any of this have to do 
withexposedbreasts ? Collins observes 
thatalthoughbreastsarenottheprimary 
sourcesofsexualpleasure,theyserveas 
a symbol of the sexual intimacy that is 
so central to love. “For that reason,” 
Collins writes, “they are both taboo to 
outsiders ,andaspecialemblemofbeing 
aninsider.” 

One could argue that the symbolic 
importanceofbreastsisinfactaterrible 
thingthatweoughttoworkagainst.When 
Rampell dismisses the totemic signifi- 
cance of exposed breasts by writing, “I 
mean, they ’ re just breasts” and noting 
thatmostadultshavethem,sheistaking 
somethinglikethisview. 

I don’t find this view distasteful, 
exactly.Rather,Ifinditawfullylimited. 
“Puritanical” attitudes toward exposed 
breasts are not puritanical at all, if by 
puritanical we mean “anti- sex.” They 
are the outcroppings of deeply held 
beliefsthathavebeenbadlyundermined 
by a market-driven sexual culture, in 
whichthesymbolsofintimatesolidarity 
have been commodified and devalued. 
The most important of these beliefs is 
thatthehighestformofsexualintimacy 
isthatwhichdeepenssolidarityandcom- 
mitment between two people. Taboos 
designedtoprotectthisformofintimacy 
strike me as valuable and worthy of 
respect.ThereasonsomanyNewYork- 
ers are bothered by nudity in Times 
Squareisthattheyrejectthenotionthat 
nothingissacred. NR 
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WhyZombie 

Worldls 

Conservative 

Grab your guns and dond 
trust the government 

BY DAVID FRENCH 

T he Obamaeraistheeraofthe 
zombie. It is a strange irony 
that the politician of “hope 
andchange”haspresidedover 
apop-cultureworlddominatedby shuf- 
fling, moaning, undead cannibals who 
mindlesslyruleapost-govemmentapoc- 
alyptic landscape .Intheaters,we’ veseen 
zombie blockbusters, zombie comedies, 
and even sweet zombie romances . But 
thezombiecolossus,therottingkingof 
thismacabreworld,isAMC’s TheWalk 
ingDead franchise. 

The Walking Dead (TWD to fans) is 
rewriting the rules of television. Shows 
aren’t supposed to keep getting more 
populareveryyear,yearafteryear.TWD 
does.Basiccableisn’tsupposedtobeat 
broadcast channels in the ratings. TWD 
rulestheratingsinthekeydemograph- 
ics.Andintheeraoftargeted television, 
wheretheuniversallyloved“water-cooler 
show” — theonethateveryonetalksabout 
atwork — wasthoughttobeathingofthe 
past, TWD is appointment viewing for 
youngandold,LeftandRight.Itschar- 
acters have reached first-name status 
withtheAmericanpeople. 

And TWD is now replicating itself. 
InAugustAMCdebuteditsTWDspin- 
off. Fear the Walking Dead (let’sjust 
callit Tea r) . Rating s were spectacular, 
breaking records for basic cable and 
once again dominating the broadcast 
networks. Fear begins slightly before 
TWD, so whereTWD started after the 
apocalypse — with the lead character, 
Rick Grimes , waking up from a coma 
in a desolate, bloody hospital ward — 
Fear viewers get to watch the apoca- 
lypsehappeninrealtime. 

And make no mistake, the end is 
coming. Theshowbeginsinanatmos- 
phere of dread. Helicopters constantly 
hover overhead. Sirens are omnpres- 
ent.Onegetsthefeelingthat something 


is happening, but the public is largely 
oblivious. The first zombies pop up in 
heroin shooting galleries, and when 
police are filmed gunning down an 
undead aggressor — filling it full of 
holes until the final, fatal “kill shot” to 
thehead — thepublicassumesit’sanact 
of brutality, not self-defense. No one 
believes the impossible (as no one 
would) , socharactersdoincandescently 
stupid things, like investigating aban- 
doned churches in the middle of the 
night,armedonlywithaflashlight. 

B ut they ’ 11 wake up to the terrifying 
reality soon enough — and that’ s when 
the genre’s inherent conservatism 
kicksin.Infact,zombiefictionmaybe 
the most conservative fiction of all, 
drawing its dramatic energy from three 
principleseverygoodRepublicanshould 
understand:Thegovernmentisincom- 
petent and prone to collapse under 
pressure; the person who survives is 
the person who either knows how to 
shootorlearnsquickly;andevenwhen 
citiesareoverrunwithundead,aliving 
manis stillthemostdangerous animal 
ofall. 

If go vernmentis — toborro w B arney 
Frank’s memorable definition — the 
“namewegivetothethingswechoose 
to do together,” then in zombie fiction 
likeTWD,thethingseveryonechooses 
todotogetherincludepanicking,lying, 
and displaying breathtaking incompe- 
tence . To be fair, zombie fiction would 
beboringindeedifthefirstundeadout- 
break were promptly squashed by a 
squad of bureaucrats from the Centers 
forDiseaseControl.Yetevenrelatively 
government-friendlyfiction,suchasthe 
bestsellingbook WorldWarZ , features 
aseriesofcatastrophicmistakesbefore 
the ship of state finally rights itself. In 
brief, in zombie world, the man who 
relies on the government for his safety 
willbezombiechowinshortorder. 

S o who lives ? Well , it ’ s no t Paj ama 
Boy. In zombieland, there are three 
kinds of people : those who know how 
touseguns,thosewholearnhowtouse 
guns,andzombies.Atthebeginningof 
TWD there were af e w characters who 
stubbornlyclungtotheirpre- apoc aly p se 
fearandhatredoffire arms.Thosepeo- 
plearenowdead.Yes,onecanlearnto 
use other weapons. TWD’s bdo\ed 
Daryl — the most admired redneck in 
television history — uses a cros sbo w as 
his weapon ofchoice, while his friend 
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Michonneisadeptwiththekatana,but 
the gun is still king. (How beloved is 
Daryl ?TherearemillionsofrWDf ans 
who begin every episode with aching 
concern for his safety. If the show 
killedhimoff,citiesmightburn.) 

Oh, a nd the zombie universe has no 
use for idealism. Indeed, TWD has 
madeacottageindustryoffindingand 
destroying tiny post-apocalyptic uta 
pias.Season2wreckedanidyllicfarm, 
where a family hoped to ride out the 
crisis .InSeasonS ,thefortressto wnof 
Woodbury — ledbyahomicidalmaniac 
calledTheGovernor — isthesceneofa 
bloodbath. The list could go on. The 
utopias fail because living people are 
far more dangerous than the zombies 
themselves. They kill through naivete 
and wishful thinking, and they kill 
throughsheerbloody-mindedness. The 
groupsthatsurvivearetheoneswhose 
members understand that trustis hard- 
earned and there is no such thing as a 
“safe space.” In other words, man is 
fallen, and you either remember that 
factoryoudie. 

Yet despite these premises, the Left 
loves this show. Rea d HujfingtonPost 
or Salon orvirtuallyanyotherleftysite 
that follows pop culture, and they’re 
dissecting TWD, breaking down and 
analyzing episodes with loving care. 
The Left even tries to import identity 
politics into the show, pitching online 
fitswhenblackcharactersarekilledoff 
disproportionately, demanding to see 
moregaysurvivors,andgenerallycarp- 
inguntilthecastisasdiverseasanlvy 
Leaguerecruitingbrochure.Butnoneof 
these complaints touch the fundamen- 
tal, underlying conservative realities. 
It’sasi^aintingabattleshipinrainbow 
colors couldfooltheLeftinto thinking 
itisn’tamachineofwar. 

Where are thethinkpieces demanding 
to know why the government failed so 
miserably ?Where’sthe8,000-wordessay 
describingho wCambridge JMass . ,would 
rideoutthe storm withtechn Gcraticeffi- 

ciency while Misisip)icrackerswould 
aimlessly wander around the Delta, 
munchigoneachother?Why are there 
norealchallengestothelackoftruston 
theshow,totheinevitablerevelationthat 
idealismisthepathtothegrave ? 

Yes, TWD, Fear, and the rest of the 
zombie universe is fiction, but even 
zombie fiction isn’t plausible or enjoy- 
able unless it’s grounded in some per- 


ceived reality of humanity and human 
nature. Perhaps it’s time for a bit of 
self-reflection from liberal zombie 
fans . Why is it so darn belie vable that 
the government would go belly-up so 
quickly ?Whydoyouwatchtheseshows, 
sometimes even yelling at the screens 
when characters are too trusting, too 
naive? Perhaps experience has taught 
you some things about human nature 
that y ou ’ re not quite ready to import 
intoyourpolitics. 

There’s nothing new about conflicts 
betweenexperienceandpolitics.Charles 
Murray,inhisbook ComingApart ,mar- 
veledattheextenttowhichprosperous 
“blue” families live lives marked by 
traditional morality — intact, faithful, 
mother-father families — all the while 
applaudingsexual-revolutionmoresand 
ethics . In other words , they live values 
theyrefusetoespouse . 

Whenliberals watch the government 
collapse, they’re watching with their 
lasttriptotheDMVinmind,ortheirfrus- 
trating encounters with public schools, 
or — heaven forbid — any form of con- 


tact with the Department of Vebians 
Affairs. When they watch the utopias 
burn,they ’ reseeingthewilltopo werin 
theirowncolleagues,thewaythateven 
like-mindedpeoplewillsoquicklyturn 
on all but their closest friends (and 
sometimes even their closest friends) 
when they sensethepossibilityofper- 
sonaladvantage.Whentheyrolltheireyes 
at characters who can’t or won’t use 
guns , they ’ re . . . well , thenthey ’ rej ust 
usingcommonsense.Eventheeditorial 
board of the Village Voice knows you 
don’twalkthroughazombieherdwith- 
out an assault rifle and — yes — a high- 
capacitymagazine. 

Itissaidthatthefactsoflifearecon- 
servative. And so are the facts of fic- 
tion — especially zombie fiction. So, if 
you can handle the gore, watch The 

WalkingDead unreservedly.You’ llfind 
that its diverse c ast is governed by an 
unseencode:Livebyconservatism,die 
by liberalism, and the only way you 
give up your Smith & Wesson is if 
someone pries it from your rotting, 
zombifiedhand. NR 
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Prisoners without Prisons 

Incarceration is important^ hut sometimes alternatives work better 

BY STEPHANOS BIBAS 


A merica has the highest incarceration rate in the 
world, outstripping even Russia, Cuba, Rwanda, 

B elarus , and Kazakhstan . Though Americais home 
to only about one- twentieth of the world ’ s popula- 
tion, wehousealmostaquarteroftheworld’sprisoners. Since 
the mid 1 97 Os, American prison populations have boomed, 
multiplying sevenfold while the population has increased by 
onlySOpercent.Why? 

Liberalsblameracismandthe“WaronDrugs,”inparticular 
long sentences for nonviolent drug crimes . This past July, in a 
speechtotheNAACP,PresidentObamainsistedthat“thereal 
reasonourprisonpopulationissohigh”isthat“overthelastfew 
decades,we’vealsolockedupmoreandmorenonviolentdrug 
offenders than ever before, for longer than ever before.” The 
WaronDrugs,hesuggested,isjustacontinuationofAmerica’s 
“longhistoryofinequityinthecriminal-justicesystem,”which 
hasdisproportionatelyharmedminorities. 

Twodayslater,Obamabecamethefirstsittingpresidentto 
visitaprison. Speakingimmediately after his visit, the presi- 
dentblamedmandatory drug sentencing as a “primary driver 
of this mass-incarceration phenomenon.” To underscore that 

Mr. Bibas, a University of Pennsylvania professor of law and criminology and a 
former federal prosecutor, is the author of The Machinery of Criminal 
Justice (Oxfordf 


point, he met with half a dozen inmates at the prison, all of 
whomhadbeenconvictedof non violent drug offenses. Three 
days earlier, he hadcommutedthefederal prison terms of 46 
nonviolentdrugoffenders,mostofwhomhadbeensentenced 
toatleast20years ’imprisonment. 

The president is echoing what liberal criminologists and 
lawyers have long charged. They blame our prison boom on 
punitive,ever-longersentencestaintedbyracism,particularly 
fordrug crimes. Criminologistscoinedtheterm“massincar- 
ceration”or“massimprisonment”afewdecadesago,asi§)olice 
were arresting and herding suspects en masse into cattle cars 
bound for prison. Many blame this phenomenon on structural 
racism,asmanifestedintheWaronDrugs. 

No one has captured and fueled this Zeitgeist better than 
Michelle Alexander, anACLU lawyer turned Ohio State law 
professor. Her 20 10 book. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incar 
cerationintheAgeofColorblindness ,is,asComelWestputit, 
“the secularbible for anew social mo vement in early twenty- 
first-centuryAmerica.”Shecondemns“massincarceration...as 
astunninglycomprehensiveandwell-disguisedsystemofracial- 
izedsocialcontrolthatfunctionsinamannerstrikinglysimilarto 
JimCrow.”Ex-felons,likevictimsofJimCrow,areastigma- 
tized underclas s , excluded from voting , j uries , j obs , housing , 
education, andpublicbenefits.Thisphenomenon“isnot — as 
many argue — ■justasymptomofpovertyorpoorchoices,but 
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ratherevidenceofanewracialcastesystematwork,”likeJim 
Crowandslaverybeforeit.Sheevenimpliesthatthis system 
is just the latest manifestation of whites ’ ongoing racist con- 
spiracy to subj ugate blacks , pointing to the CIA’ s support of 
Nicaraguan contras who supplied cocaine to black neighbor- 
hoodsintheU.S. 

LikePresidentObama,Alexanderblamesmassincarcera- 
tionontheraciallyti ngedWaronDrugs/lnlessthanthirty 
years, the U.S. penal population exploded from around 
300,000 to more than 2 million, with drug convictions 
accountingforthemajorityoftheincrease.”AndtheWaron 
Drugs was supposedly driven by coded racial appeals, in 
whichelitewhitesgalvanizedpoorwhitestovoteRepublican 
by scapegoating black drug addicts. The fault, she insists, 
doesnotliewithcri minalsorviolence.“Violentcrimeis not 
responsible for theprisonboom....Theuncomfortablereality 
isthatconvictionsfordrugoffenses — notviolentcrime — are 
the single most important cause of the prison boom in the 
United States,” and minorities are disproportionately con- 
victedofdrugcrimes . 

Alexander ’ scritiqueiscatniptoliberals . TheNewJ imCrow 

stayed on the NewYorkTimes best-sellerlistformorethana 
year and remainsAmazon’sbest-sellingbookincriminology. 
Anditdovetailedwithliberalandlibertarianpundits’callsto 
legalize or decriminalize drugs, or at least marijuana, as the 
cureforburgeoningprisons . 

P RESIDENT Obama’s andAlexander’s well-known nar- 
rative, however, doesn’t fit the facts. Prison growth 
hasbeendrivenmainlybyviolentandpropertycrime, 
notdrugs.A sFordhamlawprofessorJohnPfaffhas shown, 
more than half of the extra prisoners added in the 1980s, 

1 990s, and 2000s were imprisoned for violent crimes; two 
thirds were in for violent or property crimes. Only about a 
fifthof prisoninmatesareincarceratedfordrugoffenses,and 
onlyasliverofthoseareinformarijuana.Moreover,manyof 
these incarcerated drug offenders have prior convictions f or 

violent crime s . Th emedian stateprisoner serve sroughly two 
yearsbeforebeingreleased;threequartersarereleasedwithin 
roughly sixy ears. 

Forthelastseveraldecades,arrestratesasapercentageof 
crimes — including drug arrests — have beenbasically flat, as 
have sentence lengths. What has driven prison populations, 
Pfaffprovesconvincingly,isthatarrestsarefarmorelikelyto 
resultinfelon ycharges:Twentyyearsago,onlythreeeighths 
ofarrestsresultedinfelonycharges,buttodaymorethanhalf 
do. Over the past few decades, prosecutors have grown 
tougherandmoreconsistent. 

Nor is lawenforcementsimplyatoolofwhitesupremacyto 
oppress blacks . As several prominent black scholars have 
emphasized, law-abiding blacks often want more and better 
law enforcement, not less. Harvard la w professor Randall 
Kennedy emphasized that “blacks have suffered more from 
being left unprotected or underprotectedby law enforcement 
authorities than from being mistreated as suspects or defen- 
dants,”thoughthelatterclaimsoftengetmoreattention.Most 
crimeisintra-racial,soblackvictimssufferdisproportionately 
at the hands of black criminals . Yale law professors Tracey 
Meares and James For man Jr. have observed that minority- 


neighborhood residents oftenwanttoughenforcementofdrug 
andotherlawstoensuretheirsafetyandprotecttheirproperty 
values. The black community is far from monolithic; many 
fearbecomingcrimevictimsandidentifymorewiththemthan 
theydowithvictimsofpolicemistreatment. 

Black Democrats, responding to their constituents’ under- 
standable fears , have pi ay ed leading roles in toughening the 
nation’sdruglaws.InNewYork,blackactivistsinHarlem,the 
NAACPCitizens’MobilizationAgainstCrime,andNewYork’s 
leadingblacknewspaper,the AmsterdamNews ,advocatedwhat 
inthel970sbecametheRockefellerdruglaws,withtheirstiff 
mandatory minimum sentences. At the federal level, liberal 
blackDemocratsrepresentingblackNewYorkCityneighbor- 
hoods supportedtoughcrack-cocainepenalties . Representative 
Charles Rangel, fromHarlem, chaired the House SelectCom 
mitteeonNarcoticsAbuseandControlwhenCongressenacted 
crack-cocaine sentences that were much higher than those for 
powdercocaine.Thoughmanyhavecometoregretit,theWar 
onDrugswasbipartisanandcross-racial. 

More fundamentally , TheNewJimCrow wrongly absolves 
criminalsofre sponsibilityfor their “poorchoices. ’’Alexander 
opens her book by analogizing the disenfranchisement of 
J arvious Cotton, a felon on parole, to that of his great-great- 
grandfather(forbeingaslave),hisgreat-grandfather(beatento 
deathbytheKuKluxKlanfortryingtovote),hisgrandfather 
(intimidated by the Klaninto not voting), and his father (by 
polltaxesandliteracytests) . 

But Cotton’s an cestors were disenfranchised through vio- 
lence and coercionsolelybecauseoftheirrace.Cottonisbeing 
judgednotbythecolorofhisskin,butbythecontentofhis 
choices.Hechosetocommitafelony,andAlexanderomitsthat 
hisfelonywasnotanonviolentdrugcrime,butmurdering 17- 
year-old Robert Irby during an armed robbery. All adults of 
sound mind know the difference between right and wr ong. 
Povertyandracismarenoexcusesfonchoosingtobreakthelaw; 
mostpeople,regardlessoftheirpovertyorrace,resistthetemp- 
tationtocommitcrimes.Cottonis not ahelplessvictimjustlike 
hisancestors,anditdemeansthefreewillofpoorblackmento 
suggestotherwise. 

Sothestockliberalchargesagainst“massincarceration”sim- 
plydon’tholdwater.Thereisnoracistconspiracy,nor are we 

lockingeveryoneupandthrowingawaythekey.Mostprisoners 
are guilty of violent or property crimes thatno orderly society 
can excuse. Even those convicted of drug crimes have often 
beenimplicatedinviolence,aswellaspromotingaddictionthat 
destroy sneighborhoodsandlives . 

B ut justbecause liberals are wrong does notmean the 
status quo is right. Conservatives cannot reflexively 
j ump from critiquing the Left ’ s preferred narrative to 
defending our astronomicalincarcerationrateandpermanent 
second-class status for ex-cons. The criminal-justice system 
and prisons are big-government institutions. They are often 
manipulatedbyspeciahnterestssuchasprisonguards ’unions , 
and they consume huge shares of most states ’ budgets . And 
cities’avaricetemptspolicetoarrestandjailtoomany people 
in order to collect fines, fees, tickets, and the like. As the 
DepartmentoflusticefoundinitsreportfollowingtheMichael 
Brown shooting in Missouri, “Ferguson’s law enforcement 
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practices are shaped by the City’s focus on revenue rather than 
by public safety needs.” That approach poisons the legitimacy 
of law enforcement, particularly in the eyes of poor and 
minority communities. 

Conservatives also need to care more about ways to hold 
wrongdoers accountable while minimizing the damage punish- 
ment does to families and communities. Punishment is coer- 
cion by the state, and it disrupts not only defendants’ lives but 
also their families and neighborhoods. Contrary to the liberal 
critique, we need to punish and condemn crimes unequivocally, 
without excusing criminals or treating them as victims. But we 
should be careful to do so in ways that reinforce rather than 
undercut conservative values, such as strengthening families 
and communities. 

Historically, colonial America punished crimes swiftly but 
temporarily. Only a few convicts were hanged, exiled, or muti- 
lated. Most paid a fine, were shamed in the town square, sat in the 
stocks or pillory, or were whipped; all of these punishments were 
brief. Having condemned the crime, the colonists then forgave 
the criminal, who had paid his debt to society and the victim. 


reoffending by 35 percent. But prison makes it difficult to 
maintain families and friendships; visiting in person is difficult 
and time-consuming, prisons are often far away, and telephone 
calls are horrifically expensive. 

On the other hand, prison does much to draw inmates away 
from lawful work. In the month before their arrest, roughly three 
quarters of inmates were employed, earning the bulk of their 
income lawfully. Many were not only taking care of their chil- 
dren but helping to pay for rent, groceries, utilities, and health 
care. But prison destroys their earning potential. Prisoners lose 
their jobs on the outside. Felony convictions also disqualify 
ex-cons from certain jobs, housing, student loans, and voting. 
Michigan economics professor Michael Mueller-Smith finds 
that spending a year or more in prison reduces the odds of 
post-prison employment by 24 percent and increases the odds 
of living on food stamps by 5 percent. 

Conversely, prisons are breeding grounds for crime. Instead 
of working to support their own families and their victims, 
most prisoners are forced to remain idle. Instead of having to 
learn vocational skills, they have too much free time to hone 


Even though wrongdoers may deserve to have the book 
thrown at them, it is not always wise to exact the 

full measure of justice. 


That was in keeping with the colonists’ Christian faith in for- 
giveness, and it meant there was no permanent underclass of 
ex-cons. Preachers stressed that any of us could have commit- 
ted such crimes, and we all needed to steel ourselves against 
the same temptations; the message was “There but for the 
grace of God go I.” The point of criminal punishment was to 
condemn the wrong, humble the wrongdoer, induce him to 
make amends and learn his lesson, and then welcome him back 
as a brother in Christ. The punishment fell on the criminal, not 
on his family or friends, and he went right back to work. 

Two centuries ago, the shift from shaming and corporal pun- 
ishments to imprisonment made punishment an enduring sta- 
tus. Reformers had hoped that isolation and Bible reading in 
prison would induce repentance and law-abiding work habits, 
but it didn’t turn out that way. Now we warehouse large num- 
bers of criminals, in idleness and at great expense. By exiling 
them, often far away, prison severs them from their responsi- 
bilities to their families and communities, not to mention sepa- 
rating them from opportunities for gainful work. This approach 
is hugely disruptive, especially when it passes a tipping point 
in some communities and exacerbates the number of father- 
less families. And much of the burden falls on innocent 
women and children, who lose a husband, boyfriend, or father 
as well as a breadwinner. 

Even though wrongdoers may deserve to have the book 
thrown at them, it is not always wise to exact the full measure 
of justice. There is evidence that prison turns people into career 
criminals. On the one hand, it cuts prisoners off from families, 
friends, and neighbors, who give them reasons to follow the 
law. Responsibilities as husbands and fathers are key factors 
that tame young men’s wildness and encourage them to settle 
down: One longitudinal study found that marriage may reduce 


criminal skills and connections. And instead of removing 
wrongdoers from criminogenic environments, prison clusters 
together neophytes and experienced recidivists, breeding 
gangs, criminal networks, and more crime. Thus, Mueller- 
Smith finds, long sentences on average breed much more crime 
after release than they prevent during the sentence. Any benefit 
from locking criminals up temporarily is more than offset by 
the crime increase caused when prison turns small-timers into 
career criminals. So conservatives’ emphasis on retribution and 
responsibility, even when morally warranted, can quickly 
become counterproductive. 

A nother justification for prison is that the threat of pun- 
ishment deters crime. The problem with deterrence, 
however, is that we overestimate prospective crimi- 
nals’ foresight and self-discipline. At its root, crime is generally 
a failure of self-discipline. Conservative criminologists such as 
the late James Q. Wilson and Richard Herrnstein pin primary 
blame for crime on criminals’ impulsively satisfying their 
immediate desires. They are short-sighted gamblers; who else 
would risk getting shot or arrested in order to steal $300 and a 
six-pack of beer from a convenience store? 

Impulsiveness, short-sightedness, and risk-taking are even 
more pronounced among the very many wrongdoers whose 
crimes are fueled by some combination of drugs, alcohol, and 
mental illness. But those very qualities make it hard to deter 
them. We naively expect to deter these same short-sighted 
gamblers by threatening a chance of getting caught, convicted, 
and sent to prison for years far off in the future. Of course, opti- 
mistic, intoxicated risk-takers think they will not be caught. 
And if they have cycled through the juvenile-justice system 
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andreceivedmeaninglessprobationforearlyconvictions,the 
sy stemhastaughtthemexactly the wrongles sons. 

To deter crime effectively, punishment must speak to the 
same short- sighted wrongdoers who commit crime — notpri- 
marilythroughthreatsoflongpunishmentfaroffinthefuture, 
but more through swift, certain sanctions that pay back vic- 
timswhileknittingwrongdoersbackintothesocialfab ric.If 
wemake punishmentsimmediateandpredictable,yetmodest, 
even drug addicts respond to them. Hawaii’s Opportunity 
ProbationwithEnforcement(HOPE)isanintensive-probation 
programthathasthehardest-coredrugusersfacerandomuri- 
nalysisonedayeachweek;violatorsimmediatelygoofftoa 
weekend in j ail . Though the Left paints drug addiction as a 
disease requiring costly medical interven tion, drug addicts 
can in fact choose to stop using drugs. Under HOPE, even 
habitualdrugusersusuallygocleanontheirownwhenfaced 
with the immediate threat of two days in j ail. Well over 80 
percentstopusingdrugsrightawayandremainclean,with- 
outanyfurthertreatment. 

Thecontrastwithordinaryprobationisstark.Probationoffi- 
cersjugglehundredsofcases,rarelyseetheirclients,and rou- 
tinelyignoremultipleviolationsuntiltheyunpredictablysenda 
clientbacktoprisonatsomepointinthefuture.Probationthus 
teaches probationers exactly the wrong lesson: that they are 
likelytogetaway with violations. ItisnowonderthatHOPE 
succeedswhereordinaryprobationfails. 

Applying the same insight to prisons could revolutionize 
them.UCL^rofessorMarkKleimannotesthatmos tinmates 
could be released early and watched round the clock with 
webcams, drug and alcohol testing, and electronic ankle 
bracelets via GPS . They could live in government-rented 
apartments, see their families, and work at public- service 
jobs,allatmuchlessexpensethanprison.Thesesurveillance 
methods could enforce rules such as strict curfews, location 
limits, andbansondrugandalcoholuse,wit hswiftpenalties 

fomoncompliance.ButtheLefthatestheidea,inpartbecause 
its critics blame crime on society rather than on wrongdoers 
who need to be held accountable, disciplined, and taught 
structureandself-control. 

States like Texas and Georgia have already been experi- 
menting with alternatives to endlessly building more prison 
cells . They have dramatically expanded inpatient and out 
patient drug treatment as well as drug courts , diverted more 
minoroffendersouto^risonjceptjuvenilesoutofstateprison, 
andsetupcheaperdiversionbedsforinmateswhodonotneed 
tobeinregularprison.Porinstance,Texashasbeguncreating 
special substance-abuse cells , so thatrepeatdrunkdri vers can 
get treatment instead of being housed with murderers and 
rapists. Risk-assessmenttoolscanh elptoidentify the sliver of 

recidivists and predators who pose the greatest danger and 
needlong-termconfinement. 

Mostofall,thegovernmentneedstoworkonreweavingthe 
frayedbutstillextantfabricofcriminals’familiesandcommu- 
nities. Both excessive crime and excessive punishment rend 
communalbonds,furtheratoniizingsociety.Themorethatpun- 
ishment exacerbates the breakdown of families and commu 

nities,themoretheoverweeningstateanditssocialservicesand 
lawenforcementgrowtofilltheresultingvoid. 

The cornerstone of a conservative criminal-justice agenda 
shouldbestrengtheningfamilies.Morethanhalfof\merica’s 


inmates have minor children, more than 1 .7 million in all; 
most of these inmate s were living with minor childrenright 
beforetheirarrestorincarceration.I nmatesshouldmeetwith 
their families often. They shouldbeincarceratedas closeto 
homeaspossible,notdeliberatelysenttotheotherendofthe 
state. Visitationrulesandhoursneedtobeeased,andextor- 
tionate collect-call telephone rates should come down to 
actualcost. 

We should also paymoreattentionto the victims of crime. 
Victimsareoftenfriends, neighbors ,orrelati vesofthewrong- 
doerswhomustgobacktolivingamongthem.Thoughvictims 
want to seejusticedone — includingappropriatepunishment — 
thatdoesnotgenerallymeanthemaximumpossiblesentence. 
Insurveys,victimscaremuchmoreaboutreceivingrestitution 
and apologies. So prison-based programs should encourage 
wrongdoerstomeetwiththeirvictimsifthevictimsarewill- 
ing, to listen to their stories, apologize, a nd seek their for- 

giveness.Havingtoapologizeandmakeamendsmakesmost 
wrongdoers uncomfortable, teaching them lessons that they 
mustlearn. 

Anotherimportantcomponento^unishmentshouldbework. 

It is madness that prisoners spend years in state- sponsored 
idleness punctuated by sporadic brutality. Itis time to repeal 
Depression-eraprotectionistlawsthatbanprison-made goods 
from interstate com merce andrequirepaymentof prevailing- 
wageratestoprisoners(makingprisonindustriesunprofitable). 
Allable-bodiedprisonersshouldhavetocompletetheiredu- 
cations and work, learning good workhabits as well as mar- 
ketable skills. One could even experiment with sending 
able-bodiedprisonerswithoutseriousviolenttendenciestoen 
listinthemilitary,asusedtoberoutine(thinkofthem ovie The 

Dirty Dozen ). Some of prisoners’ wages could go to support 
their families, cover some costs of incarceration, and make 
restitutiontotheirvictims . 

Einally, inmates needreligionandthereligiouscommuni- 
tiesthatcomewithit.Mostprisonersareeventuallyreleased, 
and we do almo st no thing to help themreenter s ociety, sim- 
ply providing abus ticket andperhaps $20. Butfaith-based 
programs like Prison Eellowship Ministries can transform 
cell blocks from wards of idleness or violence to orderly 
placesofprayer,repentance, education, and work. Afterin- 
matesarereleased,thesefaith-basedgroupscanalsoperform 
muchoftheoversight,communityreintegration, fellowship, 
andprayerthatreturninginmatesneed.Inmatesmustaccept 
theirresponsibility,vowtomendtheirways,andhave fellow 
believers to hold them to those promises. Having a j ob, an 
apartment, andacongregationwaitingforthemafterrelease 
from prison offers ex-cons a law-abiding alternative to 
returningtolivesof crime. 

American criminal justice has drifted away from its moral 
roots.TheLefthasforgottenhowtoblameandpunish,andtoo 
oftentheRighthasforgottenhowtoforgive.Over-imprisonment 
is wrong, b utnotbecause wrongdoers areblameless victims 
ofawhite-supremacistconspiracy.Itiswrongbecausestateco 
ercion excessively disrupts work, families, and communities, 
thebuildingblocksofsociety,withtoolittlebenefittoshowfor 
it. Our strategies for deterring crime not only fail to work on 
short-sighted, impulsive criminals, but harden them into 
careerists .Criminalsdeservepunishment, butitis wiseas well 
ashumanetotemperjusticewithmercy. NR 


30 NATIONAL REVIEW | www.nationalreview.com 


SEPTEMBER 21 , 2015 




Houston: 
Sanctuary City 

On illegal immigrants, a fissure 
runs through Texas 

BY KEVIN D. WILLIAMSON 

Houston 

W E usedtothinkthatthe future was Akihabara 
and BladeRunner and all that cool stuff from 
Wiliam Gib son ’ s novels , but it turned out to 
be Houston, the science-fiction landscape of 
whichis like that of no other American city, endles s ranks 
ofrefinerytowersandvastpetroleumtanksandcraneslitby 
theoccasional40-footcolumnofleapingbiblicalfireatopa 
soaring natural-gas flare stack. Stand on a high spot and 
turnyourheadinanydirectionandy ou ’ llseecranesandtall 
piles of shipping containers arranged like jolly Lego pro- 
j ects alongside the highways , the oil trains and the unsenti- 
mental waterfront and the all-business ships passing under 
thesafety-yellowcablesoftheFredHartmanB ridgeremind- 
ing you that this is the American capital of G ETTING StUEE 

Done, the kind of city that Detroit used to be and Chicago 
thinksitstillis. 

There’sapronouncedLatinAmericanfeeltotheplace,and 
it’ s not j ust the B elizean heat and the hilarious McDonald’ s 
advertisingenespanol(“hotcakessuavesycalientitosconel 
dulce sabor de lamiel de maple”) and the Guadalaj ara- style 
traffic snarls. Do wntownhereis the same as downtown any- 
where, Whole Foods and loft apartments and understated 
German sedans driven by men who wear loafers without 
socks . B ut outinB ay to wn anddo wninthe ship channel and 
inside the refineries where they’re G etting Stuee Done, 
HoustonisoneofthefewAmericancitiesinwhichyoucan 
imaginemenwithmudontheirbootsusingtheterm^working 
class”unselfconsciously,populatedasitsunglamorousquar- 
tersarebyplatoonsofyoungmenwhosepickuptrucksaren’t 
only fashion statements and whose yes-sir-no-ma’ am door- 
holdingpolitenessisalmostaggressive,abracingrestatement 
of the fact that good manners are as much about respecting 
oneself as respecting others, the sort of proud blue-collar 
affectthatsays“mybassboatispaidfor.”Theclasslinesin 
white Houston are detectable if you know what to look for, 
andtheclasslinesinbrownHoustonarerightinyourface,the 
color lines of Latin America having immigrated along with 
thepeople,whichmeansthatyouseebankers who looklike 
JorgeRamosgettingtheircarswashedbyshortdarkpeople, 
as though there were a local ordinance forbidding anybody 
taller than 5 ’ 4” from handling a chamois cloth or a lawn- 
mower,asthoughthelocalbarassociationhadoneofthose 
Disneyland-type signs reading “You Must Be at Least This 
TalltoDriveaBMW.” 


And the thickly muscled young men sitting behind a tall 
spike fence in front of a house just off the Sam Houston 
Parkvay, keeping hard, keen eyes on the traffic ? Not very 
tallatall. 

B utthey don ’ treally needtobe . 

H ouston police, their numbers supplemented by a 
detachment of federal agents , sheriff ’ s deputies , and 
constables,raidedthehouseonAlmedaSchoolRoad 
justafterlO a.m. TheypickedupacoupleofarmedMchoa 
canagangstersleavingthepropertyinaredFordMustangand 
arrested three more who fled on foot as they were coming 
through the doors. Inside the 1,284-square-foot house they 
found 115 illegal immigrants , mostly men but women and 
children, too, who werebeingheldhostagebythe“coyotes” 
whohadsmuggledthemintotheUnitedStates. 

The coyotes were Mexican, but the illegals were mostly 
Centra]American,S alvadoransandHondurans .Theywerekept 
in line through terror — a pregnant woman was beaten with a 
wooden paddle, others were sexually assaulted — threatering 
theirhostageswithTasersandwhennecessaryresortingtothe 
old-fashionedpracticeofstickingashotgunintheirfaces.The 
illegals were stripped down to theirunderwear, theirclothes 
andshoeskeptinalockedroom.Thewindowswereboarded 
up,andthedoorstothehousewerepadlockedfromtheout- 
side.Therewasoneintermittentlyfunctionaltoiletandnohot 
water, leaving conditions inside the stash house exactly as 
you’dexpect. 

This didn’ t happen in some isolated waypoint in the Chi 
hudiuanDesert,butrightinthemiddleofthenation’sfourth- 
largest city, a few minutes away from a Starbucks. Similar 
stashhouseshavebeenfoundalloverTexas:72half-starved 
illegals were held hostage in a filthy house near McAllen; 
statetroopersstoppedaboxtrailerinthemiddleoftheafter- 
noon in Pharr and found 1 8 illegals inside and evidence that 
ledthemtoahouseinwhich31moreillegalswerefound;76 
were packed into a house in Edinburg . Houston is not very 
close to theborder — it’s closer to New Orleans thanitis to 
the crossing at Brownsville — but it has become a popular 
transit point for immigrant smugglers, with stash houses 
often being found in areas near the Sam Houston Parkway, 
whichloopsaroundthecity.Anhour’sdrivefromtheAhie 
daSchoolRoadhouse — becauseofcourseyoucandrivefor 
a couple of hours and still be in Houston, the city proper 
beingnearly700squaremilesandthemetroareabeingnearly 
thesizeofLebanon — asimilarstashhousewasfoundwith43 
Hondurans andSalvadoranslockedinside,oneofwhomwas 
an unaccompanied fi ve-y ear-oldboy desperately clutching a 
pieceofpaperonwhichhismother’scell-phonenumberwas 
written,hisonlylifeline.Thathousewassmackinthemiddle 
of an ordinary residential area, aneighborhood with two-car 
garagesandbasketballhoopsinthedriveways — utterly,chill- 
ingly normal. 

Despite popular rhetoric to the contrary, it is not true that 
illeg al aliens are criminals by definition . B eing illegallypre- 
sentintheUnitedStatesisinmostcasesnotacrimebutacivil 
offense, and the increasing share of illegals who enter the 
countrylegallyonvisasbutoverstaymeansthatmany — per- 
hapsevenmost — illegalspresentintheUnitedStatesarenot 
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liable for any criminal charges . B ut it is a crime to illegally 
enter the country, a misdemeanor for a first offense and a 
felony for those who have been previously deported. In the 
Houston stash-house case, everybody was a criminal: The 
Michoacanacoyotes were professional criminals, their host 
ages were criminals, and the woman who tipped police off 
was a criminal, too : Esperanza Cuevas had paid t he coy otes 

$ 1 5 ,000 to smuggle her daughter and two grandchildren to 
Chic ago , but the smugglers demanded an additional $13,000 
once the woman and her children were trapped in Houston. 
OthershadsimilarstoriesiDiliciaJiminez-Alvaradohadpaid 
$7,500tobesmuggledfromElSalvadortoNewYorkCity, 
andthecoyotesdemandedanadditional$5,000oncetheyhad 
hemnder lockandkey;MarioGuzman-Eigueroa hadagreedto 
pay $3,400 tobesmuggledfromHondurastoAiaitaandstill 
owed$2,000whenhearrivedinHouston,wherehewastold 
thathehadtwelvedaystofindthemoneyorhe’dbefoundin 
atrashbagonthehighway. 

Everybody knows how the racket works , that coyotes are 
untrustworthy andwilltakeyouforeverythingyouhaveand 
thensome,thattheywillrapethewomenandsometimesforce 
those under their control to smuggle drugs, with those who 
resist being tortured to death. By the time Zetas crime boss 
Miguel Angel Trevino Morales was finally arrested (the 
UnitedS tateshadputa$5millionbountyonhim) ,his curricu- 

lumcriminalis includedorderingthekidnappingandmurderof 
atleast265U.S.-boundmigrants.Itisasignofthedesperation 
ofLatinAmericannationsbesetbycrime,pove rty,andback- 
ward go vernance that their people willingly pay what are to 
them vast sums of money to be transported to the United 
S tates , wheretheirpro spects willbe very narrowly limited — 
assumingtheygetherealive. 

A s in the Houston case, police often are tipped off to 
stashhousesbyfamilymembersofsmuggledillegals 
whoarebeingheldforransomtherein.Thiscanbea 
tricky situation,because thosefamily member sarenotinfre- 
quently illegals themselves, and in many cases they are the 
coyotes’criminalco-conspirators,havingpaidthesecriminal 
outfits , whichgenerallyareaffiliatedwithMexico ’ sfearsome 
drugcartels,tobringrelativesintotheUnitedStatesillegally. 
Illegalsarenotgenerallyeagertointeractwithpoliceauthor- 
itiesofanykind,andthoseransom-takingcoyotespu tthemin 
averydifficultpositioniTheycaneithercooperateandhope 
thattheirlovedoneswillgetthroughtheordealinonepiece, 
or they c an go to the police , which puts them on all sorts of 
official radarsandnormallyendswiththedeportationofthose 
familymembersinwhoserelocationthousandsofdollarshave 
been invested. The 115 hostages from the Almeda School 
Roadstashhousewereeligibl eto apply for “U” visas, which 
aretemporarynon-immigrantvisasforcrimevictims,normally 
offeredtothosewhoareassistingpolicewithinvestigations. 

But investigations end, and the illegals have to either leave 
voluntarily,facedeportation,orrun. 

Thatsituationiswhatmanyso-calledsanctuary-citylawsare 
intendedtoaddress,creatinglaw-enforcementprotocolsunder 
which crime victims and w itnesses can go to the authorities 
without fearing detention on immigration charges . Sanctuary 
citieshavebeenverymuchinthenewsthissummer,thanksin 


no small part to presidential candidate Donald Tr ump, 

whose campaign has used the corpse of Kathryn Steinle, a 

youngwomanmurderedinSanEranciscobyanillegalalien 

convictedfivetimesofcriminalreentryafterdeportation.lt 

isanuglycasein many way s ,nottheleastofthembeingthat 

thekiller,EranciscoSanchez,usedagunbelongingtoafed- 

eralagent. 

SanEranciscohasaverystrongsanctuary-citylaw,onethat 
goes well beyond protecting aliens who cooperate with the 
police and actually forbids city agencies and officials from 
cooperatingwithfederalimmigrationauthoritiesunlessthere 
isaspecificstatutoryrequirementorawarra nt.B annedactiv- 

ities include simply gathering information about an immi- 
grant’slegalstatusorforwardingsuchinformationtofederal 
authorities. Sanchezhadbeeninfederalprisononhisseventh 
felony con viction, and whenhis bit was up , the feds handed 
himo ver toS anErancisco ,wherehehadanoutstandingfelony 
warrant for a drug case . Immigration and Customs Eif orce 
mentaskedtheSanEran ciscosheriff’sdepartmenttoletthem 
knowwhenSanchezwasduetobereleased,sothattheycould 
meet him at the j ailhou se door and deport him for the sixth 
time . The drug case was dismis sedthe next day, and the S an 
Eranciscosheriff’sdepartmentdidpreciselynothing, leaving 
Sanchezfreetomurdertohisheart’scontent. 

The sheriff blames ICE, saying that Sanchez would have 
been handed over if the feds had given him a j udicial order 
requiringit.Theproblem,asICEpointsout,isthatthereisno 
such legal document and no federal court with the power to 
issue one; there is Eorm I-247N, Request for Voluntary 
Notification of Release of Suspected Priority Alien, which 
fallswellshortofthestandardunderwhichSanEranciscowill 
act. S anErancisco mayor Ed Lee complained that the sheriff 
should have“pickedupthephone,”buthewaslegallyforbid- 
den from doing so under city law. In fact, it was a 20 1 3 law 
signedbyMayorLeehimself,limitingthedetentionofillegals 
con victedofnon violentoffenses ,thatsetS anchezfree . 

Houston’s law is different from San Erancisco’s — in fact, 
many of Houston’spoliticalleadersobjecttothenotionthat 
HoustonisasanctuarycityatalLICEisroutine lyalertedwhen 
illegals are bookedinto Houstonj ails, and thcHarris County 
sheriff ’ s office was one of the first large law-enforcement 
agencies to implement the federal Secure Communities pro- 
gram (since subsumed under ICE’s Priority Enforcement 
Program), whichautomateslocalfingerprint-matchingwitha 
federal immigration database and alerts immigration authori- 
ties when an illegal has been booked . Secure Communities 

identified nearly 1 80,000 illegals in Texas jails between 
2008and2014. 

Houston canbe more like S an Erancisco than people who 
don’tknowTexaswouldimagine — at the moment, the city’s 
big, ugly political fight is the standoff between its lesbian 
mayorandthestatesupremecourtonatransgender-bathroom 
law — butitisaDemocraticcityinaRepublicancounty(three 
of the four county commissioners are Republican, and Re 
pubcansdominateHarrisCounty’selectedoffices)inavery 
Rq)ul]banstateAnglo-Hispanicrelationsaresomewhatmore 
relaxed in Texas, which more or less made peace with its 
hybrid culture morethanacenturyago,thantheyareinCaI 
foiiia,wherethereispracticallyacastesysteminplace,and 
immigrationpoliticsaredifferent,too.SanAnton ioDemocrats 
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complainthattheirsisthelargestcityinthecountrywithouta 
sanctuary-citieslaw.LubbockCounty,whichisone-thirdHis- 
paiic, routinely goes 70 percent Rq)ubcan in presidential 
elections, andmostofthecountyisacollegetownthat’sabit 
moreliberalthanthesurroundingcommunities. 

The Lubbock area is represented in the state senate by 
CharlesPerry(norelationtoRickPerry),aR epublican,who 
sees the sanctuary-cities issue rather differently. He has 
introduced a bill that would strip funding from cities or 
agencies thatadopt sanctuary-city rules and would empower 
state courts to issue writs of mandamus obliging cities to 
cooperatewithimmigrationauthorities.Strangelyenough,the 
samepeoplewhosaythatHoustondoesnothaveasanctuary- 
cities policy object strongly to Pe rry ’s proposal to punish 
sanctuary cities. Adrian Garcia, the former Harris County 
sheriff who is now a Democratic candidate for mayor of 
Houston,dismissedPerry’sbillas“asolutionthatisinsearch 
ofaproblem”andsuggesteditwouldleadtoracialprofiling 
andotherabuses. 

Perry,asoft-spokenCPAfromAbilenewhoin20 1 Ounseated 
a Republican fixture first elected to the legislature in 1 964, 
has humane and well-informed views about immigration. 
Askedaboutthetenorofthenationalimmigrationdebate,he 
sighs and says that practically no one on the national scene 
understandsillegahmmigrationandisseriousabouttheissue. 

He spares none of the 2016 Republican presidential con- 
tenders from this criticism. ‘TTl probably get in trouble for 
that,”hesay s .Perrygenerallyspeakssympathetic allyofthose 

whocomeherefleeingthechaoso^ointssouth,butheknows 


thatnotalloftheillegalsaresimpleeconomicrefigees.Some 
ofthemareverybadpeoplewhodoverybadthings,andhis 
billisdesignedtomakesurethattheydonotfindshelterinthe 
relati veliberalismofTexas ’ sbigcities . 

Perry wasofcoursecalledaNazi — ^byoneofhisRq)ubcan 
colleagues. Senator Craig Estes of Wichita Falls, whocom- 
plainedthatthebillwouldleadtoaGestapomentality among 
law-enforcementofficials .“Letmesaythis :Thephrase ‘Show 
meyourpapers ’ismorelikeN aziGermanythanitisaboutthe 
U.S.A.,”Estestoldthe LubbockAvalanche -Journal .Ofcourse, 
the real is sue is vote-counting : “For the Republican party to 
beviableinthefuture,wehavetocompetefortheAmerican 
Hispanicv ote,”hesaid.“AndnothingcouldalienateHispanic 
Americans more than being stopped at random, arbitrarily, 
andaskedtheirstatusbecauseofthecoloroftheirskin.” 

Never mind that Perry’s bill specifically excludes that 
(those enforcing the law “may not consider race, color, lan- 
guage, or national origin”); it’s the sort of rhetoic that the 
immigration deb ate brings out. Perry ’s bill makes all owance 

for crime victims and witnesses who cooperate with police 
agencies, which is, of course, the basic rationale offered in 
defense of sanctuarycities.Butitalsoforbidsanymunicipality 
or agency in the state from adopting a rule that prohibits 
police,correctionsofficers, prosecutors, booking clerks, and 
thelikefrominquiringintotheimmigrationstatusofpersons 
who are lawfully detained (sp ecifically excluding witnesses 
andthosereportingcrimes)orfromcooperatingwithfederal 
immigrationauthorities.Whichistosay,itonlyforbidswhat 
everybodysaysthey’renotdoing. 
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Ofcourse,italsoempowersordinarycitizenstofileacom- 
plaintwiththeattorneygeneraliftheybelievethattheirlocal 
authorities are violatingthelaw. 

“It’s very strange that they ’ re all so opposed,” Perry says 
drily. 

H ouston isaworldawayfromPerry’sdistrictonthe 
South Plains. Half of the businesses in the city are 
minority-owned, whatever “minority” means in a 
city that is only one-fourth white. Outside of Texas, it is 
thought of as a one-horse town riding the oil business’s 
boom- and-bust roller coaster, and energy is indeed the big- 
footbusinessintown.Butwiththatgreatgusherofoilcomes 
chemicals,plastics,industrialproducts,andmanufacturingof 
all sorts , from elec tronic s to industrial machinery to medical 
devices. The eastern Harris County manufacturers’ associa- 
tion figures that its members produce some $ 1 2 billion in 
goodseveryyear. 

AndtheareasurroundingthatHoustonstashhousegives 
some indication of why so many illegals not only pass 
throughHoustonbutstay:Drawaone-milecirclearoundit 
andyouenclosetwochemicalcompanies,amedical-device 
maker,acoupleofcrane-and-riggingcompanies,anoutpost 
oftheItalianmanufacturingconcernGrupoGalperti,andall 
manner of those weird and obscure industrial concerns that 
make the world go ’round: thermal spraying, fluid sealing 
products, portable HVAC systems. These businesses aren’t 
hiringillegahmmigrants ;they ’ reinthemarketforengineer s , 
machinists, and skilled workers, offering the kind of jobs 
thatmake Houstonthe very attractive propositionitis for 
blue-collarandmiddle-classworkerswhocareagreatdeal 
abouttheratioofincomestohousingprices.(ACalifornian 
who took a $ 1 0,000-a-year pay cut on moving to Houston 
says:“rveneverfeltsorich.”)Thatputsupwardpressureon 
wages for low-end service j obs like dishwashing and land- 
scaping, and some businesses and individuals averse to 
mowingtheirowngrasslooktheotherwaywhenitcomesto 
the legal status of certain workers. The same people pro- 
nounce themselves shocked by the coyote racket and the 
stashhouses. 

“Mo stofthemdon ’ twanttobehere , ’’Perry say softheille- 
gals. “They’d rather be home. But their communities have 
been taken away from them by the cartels . We have to give 
themtheircommunitiesback,andgivethemtheircommerce 
back.” Anything else, he says, whether it’s walls or his own 
modestlegislativeofferings,issmallchange.He’dliketosee 
theUnitedStatesdispatchcovertoperatorstogivethecartels 
the backside of the national hand, something like the cam- 
paignagainstFARCinColombia. 

Thatisn’tgoingtohappen.Sothey’llkeepcoming,despite 
thecoyoteextortionandtherapingandshakingdownandthe 
leave-you-dead-in-a-Hefty-Steel-Sak-off-Interstate-lObru- 
tality,aslongasthey’redesperateenoughtocome.Andthere 
willbefilthyhousespackedwithdesperatemenandwomen 
and children with nothing but a scrawled cell-phone number 
connectingthemtoahostileandalienworld,lockedin,guarded 
by hard-faced young men with guns . This they will endure, 
andmore.Itdoesn’tmuchmatterwhatthelawsaysiLegalor 
illegal,thisistheirsanctuary. 




Stalin’s 
Daughter, 

Her Own Woman 

The life and meaning of a remarkable, 
arguably great lady 

BY JAY NORDLINGER 

VETLANA Stalin meritsalittlespaceinthismagazine. 
First, she was an important and fascinating figure of 
the 20thcentury. But second, shedeclaredN ational 

Review her favorite publication — and gave to us 
financially. Whatwouldherfather,JosefStalin,havesaid?But 
thatwastheleastofheroffenses,fromaStalinistpointofview. 

IgottoknowSvetlanaabit,notintheflesh,butinpreparing 
anewbook, ChildrenofMonstersAnInquiryintotheSonsand 
DaughtersofDictators .Sheisthemostfamousofallsuchsons 
anddaughters,unlessyoucountthe sons who succeededtheir 
fatherin“office.”Ispeakprimarilyofrean-Claude“BabyDoc” 
DuvalierinHaiti ;KimJ ong-ilinNorthKorea;B asharAs sadin 
Syria; and, back in North Korea, Kim Jong-un. Svetlana is 
famousfortworeasonsaboveall.Thefirstisthatshedefected 
from the Soviet Union to the United States, causing a world- 
widesensation.Butthesecondisevenmoreimportant:Shewas 
a memoirist, and a superb one. She got it all down, in three 
books,twoofwhichshouldendureindefinitely,andthethirdof 
whichis worth while . 

Inmybook,IarguethatSvetlanawasgreat,oratleasttouched 
by greatness. Iwilltellyouwhyhere,butfirstIwillgiveyoua 
sense of her life, inbarest outline. Remember, she tookthree 
volumestorelatethatlife — andothershavewrittentheirown 
booksabouther. 

Shewasbomin 1 926 ,whenherfatherwasfirmly entrenched 
in the Kremlin. She had an older brother, Vasily, and an even 
olderhalf-brother,Yakov.(Theirlivesratetheirownbooksor 
chapters,believeme.)JosefStalinadoredhisdaughter,andshe 
adoredhimback.Hefeltmoretenderlytowardherthanhedid 
towardanyotherhumanbeing.Thiswastrueduringherchild- 
hood, at least. Things changed, as will be made clear. S vet 
lana’smotherwas Stalin’s second wife,NadezhdaAlliluyeva 
(“Nadya”).Shewasnotthematemaltype.ShewastheBolshevik 
type,devotedtoPartyandwork,notto“bourgeois”interestssuch 
as family. Later in life, Svetlana could not remember that her 
mother hadever hugged, praised, orkissedher. Nadyathought 
thatherhusbandcoddled their daughter. Imagine,ifyoucan, a 
householdinwhichStalinisthemorelovingparent. 

Nadyakilledherselfinl932,atage3 1 .Svetlanawassix.She 
wastoldthathermotherhaddiedofaburstappendix.Shewould 
notfindoutthetruthuntiltenyearslater. 
AfterNadya’sdeath,Stalinandhisdaughtercontinuedtohave 
NR atender,playfulrelationship .Youcanimagineho wS vetlanafelt 
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aboutherfatheriNotonlywasheherownadoreddad — andit’s 
naturalforlittlegirlstoadoretheirdad — hewasthekingofthe 
wholewideworld.Inamemoir,shewouldwritethatshenever 
heardherfather’snameexceptwithsuchwordsas“great”and 
“wise”attachedtoit.Shewasabookishchild,evenanintellec- 
tualone. She wentto school withotherKremlinchildren. She 
hadafaithful,lo vingna nny AlexandraAndreye vna.B asically, 
shewashappy. 

Butshadows creptin.Forexample,herschoolmateswould 
simplydisappear,withsomeregularity.Whathappened?Their 
fathershadfallenfromfavorandbeenarrested(orimprisoned 
oddlled) .Sometimes, aschoolmate 
wouldgiveSvetlanaanotetopass 
toherfather.Ithadbeenwrittenby 
the schoolmate’s mother, whose 
hubandhadbeendraggedawayin 
thenight.CouldComradeStalindo 
something TThedictatorgotsickof 
these notes, and told his daughter 
nottoserveasa“post-officebox.” 

Worse — much worse — Svetlana’s 
ownrelativesdisappearedbemunts, 
uncles, and cousins. These were 
membersofNadya’sfamily.Stalin 
had taken her suicide, quite natu- 
rally,asagrossinsultandbetrayal. 

Hepunishedherfamilyforit.In one 
of those memoirs, Svetlana writes 
thatitwashardtothinkofherrela- 
tivesas“enemiesofthepeople,”as 
the official propaganda had it. “I 
could only assume that they must 
have become the victims of some 
frightfulrnix-up,which‘evenFather 
himself ’ could not disentangle.” 
Therewouldcomeatime,hovever, 
whensherealizedthatitwasallhis 
doing. And he had an explanation 
forher:“Theyknewtoomuch.Theybabbledalot.It playedinto 
thehandsofourenemies . ’ ’ 

Youandicandoourbesttoslipintotheskinofsuchpeople 
asSvetlanaStalin.Tobeinsympathywiththem.Butittakesa 
vry bigimaginationtoslipintotheskinofagirlwhosebeloved 
relatives, after her mother’s death, were killed by her own 
belovedfather. 

She was Ibwhenshefoundoutaboulhermother — aboutthe 
wayshedied.Shereadaboutitinaforei gnmagazine.Shedid 
not want to believe it, but she could. And “something in me 
was destroyed . ” S omething else happened at about that time : 

She had her first romance — a romance that was all wrong — 
whichherfatherbrokeupinbrutalfashion.Fromthenon,he 
had very little to do with her. Shebarely saw him during the 
lasttenyearsofhislife. 

She went to Moscow University, and soonreceived amar- 
riage proposal from a classmate, Grigory Morozov. He was 
Jewish.Thiscouldspelltrouble.Shewenttoherfathertotel]him 
abouttheproposal. ItwasMay, andthe weather was splendid. 
Fatheranddaughtersatoutside.Foralongtime,hejuststared 
atthetrees,sayingnothing.Suddenly,hesaid,“Yes,it’sspring. 

To hell withy ou . Do as you like . ” He set one condition on the 


marriage ithatthegroom andhusbandneversetfootinhishouse. 
Indeed,Stalinnevermethisson-in-law. 

SvetlanaandGrigoryhadason,buttheirmarriagebrokeup 
afterthree years. Svetlanathenmarriedsomeoneelse — some- 
onefarmoresuitable,inStalinisteyes.HewasaKremliiprince, 
YuriZhdano V, sonofthelateAndreiZhdano v, whohadbeena 
memberofthedictator ’ sinnercircle .Theyhadadaughter.This 
marriagelas tedtwoyears. 

“My father died a difficult and terrible death,” writes 
Svetlana.In akindofreunion,shewasathisbedsideforthree 
days.Stalin’sregulardoctorswereinprison — hewaspurging 


everyone, in that last period — but there were others , working 
busily,applyingleechestohisneckandhead.HediedonMarch 
5,1953.(SodidSergeiProkofiev,thecomposer,whoreceived 
lessfanfare.) 

F our yearslater,Svetlanadidsomethingshdiadlongwant- 
edtodo : changehername. Adoptingthefamilyname of 
hermother,shebecameSvetlanaAlliluyeva.“Icouldno 
longertoleratethenameofStalin,”shewrites.“Itssharpmetal- 
lic sound lacerated my ears, my eyes, my heart.” The name 
“Alliluyeva” is akin to “Hallelujah,” meaning “Praise ye the 
Lord.’ltcametofitSvetlanabetterthanitiiadhermother ,whose 
god was Communism. In 1 962, Svetlana was baptized in the 
Orthodox Church. Explainingthis step, she writes , “The sacra- 
mentofbaptismconsistsinrejectingevil,thelie.Ibelievedin 
‘Thou shalt not kill, ’ I believed in truth without violence and 
bloodshed.IbelievedthattheSupremeMind 4 iotvainman,gov- 
emedtheworld.IbelievedthattheSpiritofTmthwasstronger 
thanmaterial valu es . Andwhenallofthishadenteredmyheart, 
the shreds of Marxism-Leninism taught me since childhood 
vanishedlikesmoke.” 
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Ini 963 ,shemetanoldemiannamedBrajeshSingh,anIndian 
Communist — whowaslosinghisfaithinCommunism.Theyfell 
inloveandwantedtogetmamed.Forthis,theyneededthestate’s 
permission, soSvetlanawenttoseeKosygin,inherfather’sold 
office.Hedeniedher.SvetlanaandBrajeshlivedtogether,how- 
ever4nanunofficia]marriageHediedinl966.Shewantedtoful- 
fillhis wishto havehisashesspreadontheGanges — soshewent 
toseeKosyginagain.Remarkably,helethergotoIndia,forone 
month.Offshewent,uminhand.Itwasashocktobeoutofthe 
SovietUnion,andapleasantone.OnafatefulMonday, Svetlana 
walkedintotheU.S.embassyandrequestedasylumAnAmerican 
ondutysaidtdier,“SoyousayyouifatherwasStalin? The Stalin?” 

ShewasflowntoRomethatver y night. Fromthere, shewent 

toSwitzerland.Shewasenchantedbythiscountry,asmostpeo- 
ple are, and she wouldgladly have stayed there. ButtheSwiss 
govemmentrequiredthatshenotinvolveherselfiipoliticsinany 
way — and that was unacceptable to her. “To remain silent for 
anotherfortyyearscouldhavebeenachievedjustaswellinthe 
U.S .S .R. ,”shewrites.Shewantedtoexplain,tooneand all,“why 

IwascuttingmyselfoffforeverfromtheCommunistworld.”On 
April 21,1 967 , she landed at Kennedy Airport in New York. 
Uponboundingdownthestepsfromherplane,shesaid,“Hello! 
r mhappytobehere ! ” 

She had not come empty-handed. She carried a manuscript: 
TwentyLetterstoaFriend ,whichshehadcomposedinthesum- 
merofl963.Shewrotethebookatgreatspeed:injust35days. 

Iti sallaboutherlife,anoutpouringofmemoriesandthoughts ,a 
testament.Itbecameabestseller.Inl969,shehadanotherbest- 
seller. Only One Year — about everything that had happened to 
hersinceherdefection. 

Theearlyl970ssawaverystrangeepisode,inalifeofvery 
strange episodes . The widow of FrankLloyd Wright, the great 
architect,invitedSvetlanatostaywithher.Sheherselfhadhada 
daughters vetlana,killedinacarcrash.Shefeltamysticalcon- 
nectiontothisnewandfamousSvetlana.HerownSvetlanahad 
beenmarriedtoWesleyPeters,thearchitect’sseniorapprentice. 

Mrs . Wright wanted the new Svetlana to meet Peters and like 
him. She did. They were marriedin three weeks . Now Stalin’s 
daughterwas“LanaPeters.”SheandWeshadababy,01ga.The 
marriagebrokeupshortlyaft er. 

Svetlanawasrestless,movingfromplacetoplace,andreligion 
toreligion.ShebecamedisenchantedwithAmerica,withlife.Her 
famewasdimming,andsheresentedthedailychoresofmother- 
hood.Shewroteathirdmemoir, TheFarawayMusic ,aslipshod 
affair, expressing the new bitterness (and also telling some 
amazingstories).Svetlanaactuallythoughtofgoingbacktothe 
SovietUnion.Whichsh edid,in 1 984.Shequicklyregrettedit, 
though.Shegotoutassoonasshecould, whichwas 1 Smonths 
afterherarrivaLLandingatO ’ HareAirportinChicago,shesaid, 
“Ihadtoleaveforawhiletorealize, ‘ Oh,myGod,ho wwonder- 
fuhtis’ ” — the“it”beingAmerica. 

Shewasstillrestless,movingfromplacetoplace,inEurope 
andAmerica.Sheknewpoverty.Forawhile,shelivedinPort 
land. Ore . , whereherdaughter Olga was managinga vintage- 
clothing shop. Svetlana spent her last few years in a nursing 
home in Richland Center, Wis . She liked to sew and to read 
books. Pictures show her aratherbeautifuloldlady, who had 
weathered a lot. She who was born a Kremlin princess in 
1 926 — the princess of the whole, vast USSR — died in that 
Wisconsinnursinghomein20 1 1 ,age85 . 


S o,thereyouhavethelife,inbarestoutline.WhydoIcall 
her great, ortouched withgreatness ? First, there are the 
memoirs — thefirsttwoofthem.Shepartiallyrenounced 
them,indifferentmoods.Buttheyarebrave,beautiful,andtrue. 

She ends Twenty Letters with a tribute to her nanny, who was 
“dearer”toherthan“anyoneonearth.”“Ifithadn’tbeenforthe 
even,steadywarmthgivenoffbythislargeandkindlyper son,I 
mightlongagohavegoneoutofmymind.”Svetlana’sbooksare 
teeming withstoriesandobservations Butshdsmorethanastory 
tellerorobserver.SheisaSovietologist,touseaonce-common 
term.Sheisenlightening — sometimesprofound — onStalin,the 
SovietUnion, and totalitariansociety ingeneral. Shehadgreat 
material,youmightsay.Yes,butnoonewouldhavewishedthe 
lifeforhimsel f,justtohavethematerial. S vetlanaoccasionally 
saidthatshewishedhermotherhadmarriedacarpenter. 

Aboutherfather,shecouldbe“confhcted”(toindulgemodem 
psychologicalparlance) . Sheonce stayedatthehomeofDavid 
Pry ce- J ones ,theBritishwriterwhoisno wasenioreditorofthis 
magazine, and his wife, Clarissa. In his forthcoming memoir, 
Pryce- Jones tells us something important abo ut their guest: 

“Havingsaidpointblankthatsherefusedtotalkaboulherfather, 
shewouldcomedownfromherroomandtalkexclusivelyabout 
him, tormented that she couldn’ t help loving a father who she 
knewwasamonster.”Elsewhere,atanothertime,shesaid,“My 
fatherwouldhaveshotmeforwhatlhavedone.’Thatisunques- 
tionablytrue. 

IbelievethatSvetlanadidherbest,underthecircumsta nces — 

thecircumstancesofiheralmostunimaginablelife.Couldanyone 
havedonebetter?Couldanyonehavetumedoutmore“normal,” 
lesscrazy,moreproductive?Shemademistakes — herchildren 
wouldcertainlyagree — ^butshehadaconscience.Andthatcon- 
sciencebrokethroughtoseeStalinandtheSovietUnionforwhat 
they were. That was no great achievement, you might argue: 
Anyone, even a daughter, cou Id see that Stalin and the Soviet 
Unionweremonstrous!Really?Considerafewthings. 

In TwentyLetters ,Svetlanawritesthattheothertopmeninthe 
SovietUnion — Khrushchev, Bulganin, et al. — were “under the 
spell” of her father’s “extraordinary personality, which carried 
peopleawayandwasutterlyimpossibletoresist.Manypeople 
knewthisthroughtheirownexperience — ofthese,someadmitit, 
thoughothersnowdenyit.”Svetlana’sownrelatives,whomher 
fatherpersecuted:Theyremainedworshipfulofhim(iftheysur- 
vived).Theyabsolvedhimofeverything.Theguiltypartymust 
havebeenBeriaorsomeothermiscreantbeyondthegreatman’s 
control .“J o sefVis sariono vich’ ’coulddonowrong .This wasthe 
sortofeffectthatStalinhadonpeople,incomprehensibleasit 
maybe.Buthislonedaughter brokethroughthemesmerism,or 
“spell,”asshecalledit.Herconscienceroseinrebellionagainst 
herfatherandhis state — whichmakesherveryrareamongthe 
sonsanddaughtersofdictators,Iassureyou. 

In OnlyOneYear ,Svetlanawrites,“Manypeopletodayfindit 
easiertothinkof[Stalin]asacoarsephysicalmonster.Actually, 
hewasamoralandspiritualmonster.Thisisfarmoreterrifying. 
Butit’sthetruth.”ShecouldhavestayedquietinSwitzerland, 
enjoyingalovelybucoliclife.Butshewenttoaplacewhereshe 
couldexpressherselfandtellurgenttruths.Shewassometimes 
laudatoryof\lexanderSolzhenitsyn,thegreatRussiandissident, 
andsometimespetulantlycritical.But,toalargedegree,shefol- 
lowedhismaximof‘Livenolbylies.’Thatiswhatisgreatabout 
SvetlanaAl liluyeva,neeStalin. NR 
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Athwart 


BY JAMES LILEKS 


Czolgosz’s Revenge 


s you’ve heard, President Obama has gazed 
upon a mountain high, lifted his chin, and 
renamedit.Out:McKinley.In:Denali.Ifyou’re 
notknicker-twistedaboutthis ,letmehelp . 
Denali, accordingtoWikipedia, means “the highone” 
or“thegreatone.”So,BigMountain.WhentheRussians 
ran the joint, they gave it the poetic name of Bolshaya 
Gora, or Skull of the Czar. Just kidding; it means “Big 
Mountain For a while it was calledDensmore ’ s Moun- 
tain,anodtoFrankDensmore,thefirstEuropeantoreach 
its base. He was a prospector; history does not record 
whetherhewas“grizzled”andsaid“bycracky”whilespit- 
tingandgrinning, asisrequiredoftheprospector ’scliche. 
Probably just as well the name didn’t stick; as his heirs 
wouldnodoubtleam,thepropertytaxesonthatthingwould 
beastronomical. 

Denaliisnottheonlynamegiventhepeakbyindige- 
nous people. Seven languages have seven names, 
including Dinadhit, Dghelaay Ce’e, and Dengadhiy. 
Perhapsthere’salosttribethatcalleditHo’TDiggiedy, 
whichwouldmeananearbyhydroelectricfacilitycould 
have been the Ho ’ T Diggiedy Dam. It would seem that 
“Denali”isintendedasastand-inforallthesenames,since 
it was usedby the most nearby tribe, the Koyukonfolk, 
whospeakAthabaskan.Here’ssomethingabouttheirreli- 
giousbeliefs: 

AttheendofDistantTime,therewasagreatcatastrophe.The 

entireearthwascoveredbyaflood.UndertheRaven’ssuper- 

visionapairofeachspecieswentaboardaraft.Theseplants 

andanimalssurvived,butwhenthefloodended,theycouldno 

longerbehavelikepeople.AlltheDistantTimehumanshad 

been killed, and so Raven recreated people in their present 

form.TheKoyukonbelievethatnatureisGod,whichiswhy 

theymustrespectit. 

Thisisveryspiritualandharmoniousandbeautifuland 
deserving of our respect, unless you’re talking about 
Noah and that sky-fairy the Christians believe in. Then 
youcanpointandlaugh. 

Anyway: poor McKinley. My elementary school was 
namedforthefallenpresident,backwhenschoolswere 
given such names to inculcate civic pride and identity. 
Nowadays you’d have better luck trying to name a 
school after the inventor of high-fructose corn syrup. 
What,apresident?Fromapreviousandhenceirrelevant 
century ?Kidswon ’trelate. Inlattergradeswelearnedthat 
he was shot by an anarchist named Leon Czolgosz, a 
name that makes you feel like you have a fishbone in 
your throat just by looking at it. McKinley’s grim end 
madeforaratherdourspiritaroundtheplace,butatleast 
the other schools in Fargo weren’t called Garfield, 
Lincoln , andHamilton . 

Mr. Lileks hlogs at ww'w.lileks.com. 


AnoteaboutCzolgosziHeshotthepresidentonthesixth 

ofSeptember,motivatedbyincomeinequalityandthestruc- 

turaldepredationsofcapitalism.Hewastried,convicted,and 

thenexecuted53daysafterhepulledthetrigger.Coitenpo 

rayeditorialsnodoubtwonderedwhattooksolong. 

EmmaGoldman,a Slate writersentbackintimetogen- 
erate click-bait in the form of pamphlets , penned “The 
TragedyofBuffalo,”whichbegan: 

N ever before in the history of governments has the sound 
ofapistolshotsostartled, terrorized, andhorrifiedtheself- 
satisfied, indifferent, contented, andindolentpublic, as has 
the one fired by Leon Czolgosz when he struck down 
William McKinley, president of the money kings and trust 
magnatesofthis country. NotthatthismodernCaesarwas 
thefirstto die atthe hands of aBrutus. Oh, no ! Sinceman 
has trampled upon the rights of his fellow men, rebellious 
spiritshavebeenafloatintheatmosphere. 

She concluded: “And my heart goes outtohimindeep 
sympathy,andtoallthevictimsofasystemofinequality,and 
the many who will die the forerunners of abetter, nobler, 
granderlife.”#assassinslivesmatter 
And that’s why Obama changed the name! ! ! IHewants 
ustoforgetthataleftistshotaconservativepresidentlWell, 
no . Goldman andother anarchists wouldhave disapproved 
ofObama.Theyhatedthestate,andObamalovesthestate 
withanattractionthatbordersontheerotic. 

As do his acolytes. They would applaud a decision to 
renameTeddyRooseveltPark“BigPlaceofrreesandThen 
Many Stones,” or to rename Washington State “Land of 
RainingThatStopsNever,”ifthatwastheorigina]namePor 
some, the appeal of the deMcKinleyification derives from 
the repudiation of old-dead- white-male-leader-dudes. One 
Twittercommentfromasharpandthoughtfulmoviecritic 
said Obamahas reached the stage of his presidency where 
he’sjusttrollingrednecks.Whichofcourseisagreatgood 
thing initself, but it also lumps anyone who sighs atMe 
Kinley ’s demotion together with snake-handling mullet- 
wearers It’ stimeslikethisyouwishMcKinle)Iiadbeengay, 
justsohe’ dhavesomeadvocates . 

The demotion is not the first, nor the last. There is no 
animus involved, only sad compassion. The remnant evi- 
dence of America’ s brilliant and contentious past must be 
quietlyeuthanizedJikeanold,sickdog.There’sbutonehis- 
torytoknow,onestorytotaketoheart:ataleofwretched, 
oligarchicaloppressionthatranuncheckeduntilaboutl 968 , 
when people at B erkeley received the first Gospel from 
AbbieHoffman.Orsomethinglikethat.Americaisnotan 
achievement; America is an imposition, a grotesque con- 
structthatsmothersandsteals . 

Plus , it ’ s j ust cool that this guy can wave a hand and 
RENAME MOUNTAINS.It’slikehe’sGod! 

Sorry, that’s stupid. There is no God. It’s like he’s 
the Raven. NR 
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The Long View 


BY ROB LONG 


TRANSCRIPT: 

‘THEREANIMATED, 

UNEROZEN 

LARRYKINGLIVESHOW, 

JANUARY16,2019’^ 

LARRY king: “Tomorrow night! The 
whole hour with Dr. Kalabrazian, the 
genius who unfroze my dead body 
and brought it to life four years ago! 
From Hammond, Indiana, hello!” 
caller: “Hi, Larry! So glad you’re 
back on MSNBCNN!” 

LARRY king: “Glad to be here, caller. 
And glad that the team at MSNBCNN 
saw the value in having me back. 
Different place, of course. With the 
merger and the combination and the 
changes. But still. Do you have a 
question for President Trump?” 
caller: “I do, Larry. First, I’d like to 
say, thank you, Mr. President, for 
making America great again. The peo- 
ple really do know what you’ve done 
for this country even if the media 
elites don’t.” 

LARRY king: “Does that bother you? 
They’re never going to put you on the 
dollar bill, right? Gotta hurt.” 
PRESIDENT trump: “Of course it 
doesn’t, Larry. Let me tell you, if I 
worried what people said about me 
I’d never have run for president in 
the first place, or had my own brand 
of chocolates. I’m a people person, 
Larry, not an elite kind of guy, and 
may I say that the work the doctor did 
on you, getting you back unfrozen and 
onto the top-rated nighttime talk show 
in history, it’s superb work. He’s a ter- 
rific guy.” 

LARRY king: “Thanks.” 

PRESIDENT trump: “But listen. It’s 
crazy. When I took office we were, 
what? We were a pathetic sewer of a 
country. Literally a last-place loser of 
a country. It was embarrassing, Larry. 


Embarrassing and sad. You don’t 
remember most of it because you 
were dead and frozen, but trust me. It 
was a mess. You had people streaming 
over the border and Chinese guys 
buying up the country and trade prob- 
lems and cops and all sorts of really 
low-class stuff happening. And now, 
what? We’re back on top and things 
are terrific and Americans are feeling 
super pumped about the country and 
what do you want me to say?” 
caller: “Could I — I just have one 
more question — ” 

PRESIDENT trump: “And I don’t want 
to be on the dollar bill, Larry. I just 
want to have ten billion of them, 
which I do, and I can prove it, too.” 
caller: “I just — my question is more 
about Vice President Bush. Will you 
be supporting him in the election?” 
LARRY king: “Succession? You’ve 
announced that you’re not running for 
a second term — ” 

PRESIDENT trump: “No, no. I said I 
hadn’t made up my mind yet. Look, 
it’s been tough. Living in D.C., 
which is not a world-class town, 
don’t let anybody lie to you. The 
house is stuffy and very shabby, 
frankly, Larry. I’m used to better. And 
the lifestyle is hard on the family. 
Melania has put on a few, which was 
not part of the deal.” 

LARRY king: “Fat. The First Lady is 
fat. Not seeing it myself. The spread 
she did in Vanity Fair in the bikini 
around the White House Christmas 
Jacuzzi, gotta say: A lot of the old 
Larry King got unfrozen pretty fast.” 
PRESIDENT trump: “Well, that’s nice 
of you to say, Larry, but I’m her hus- 
band and I see it and feel it and, you 
know, hey, I want to drive the car I 
bought, you know? So it’s time to step 
away from politics and go back to do 
some deals and maybe have a show of 
my own and take the next step.” 
LARRY king: “Vice President Bush? 
Friendly? Lunches? He’s running, 
and you say, what?” 

PRESIDENT trump: “He’s a very nice 
guy and a very smart guy and he’s 


been a terrific and top-notch part of 
the team and helped connect the dots 
on a lot of the policy stuff we’ve been 
doing but I have to stay out of it, 
Larry, for human reasons. You know, 
my daughter Ivanka is a savvy busi- 
nesslady and a killer dealmaker and 
would make a tremendous president 
and maybe she’d like to take over this 
part of the business, who knows?” 
LARRY king: “Ivanka Trump! Sexy 
pepperpot! Wouldn’t mind tearing off 
a piece of that!” 

PRESIDENT trump: “Thank you, 
Larry. That’s nice of you to say.” 
LARRY king: “She’s got a stripper 
booty and a rack like, wow.” 
PRESIDENT trump: “I know. Un- 
believable, right? She’d make a fabu- 
lous president.” 

LARRY king: “Tiffany not so much. 
From Marysville, Missouri, hello!” 
caller: “Hi, Larry! Hi, Mr. Presi- 
dent! Just want to say that I’m loving 
the jumpsuit you suggested that we 
all wear. So comfortable!” 

PRESIDENT trump: “I know, right? 
And it helps identify people who are 
not on the team.” 

caller: “Right! Exactly! But what I 
want to know is, what Bible verse in 
particular has been most meaningful 
to you during your presidency?” 
LARRY king: “The Bible! The Good 
Book! Lots of stuff in there, some of it 
weird! As a former dead person I can 
say, not a lot of harps and angels and 
whatnot. Eavorite scene? Eavorite 
moment in the show?” 

PRESIDENT trump: “Good question. 
Hard to answer, since it’s so personal 
to me. But the part I really relate to, on 
a personal and business level, is the 
end part, that last section? With the 
horses and the trumpets and high- 
class production values.” 
caller: “Revelations?” 

PRESIDENT trump: “Yeah. That one. 
Eabulous stuff. Pure class.” 

LARRY king: “Next week! The un - 
frozen and reanimated cast of The 
GoldenGirls !” 
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Resistance 
Then and 
Now 

JOHN O’SULLIVAN 



My Battle against Hitler: Faith, Truth, and Defiance 
in the Shadow of the Third Reich, by Dietrich 
von Hildebrand (Image, 352 pp., $28) 

G erman opposition to Hitler, 
thoughitneverenjoyedmass 
support, drewonthreemain 
sources itheCommuiistsand 
Social Democrats, the army, and the 
churches . Each of them had occasional 
successes;noneseriouslythreatenedthe 
Third Reich. The Left, though brave, 
waspenetratedbytheGestapoandnot 
very effectual. Senior army officers 
were largely hostile to Hitler, dis- 
cussing politics freely in private, pro- 
tectingtheirownanti-Nazidissidents, 
and hatching several plots to remove 
or as s as sinate him . B ut their c aution , 
political unrealism, and aversion to 
“revolution” euBuredthatmostoftheir 
plots fizzled out. Only Claus von 
Stauffenberg’s assassination attempt 
cameneartosuccess.Therelativeinde- 
pendenceofthechurchesuntilverylate 
in the war enabled them to resist the 
regime on specific issues — notably, its 
euthanasiaofdisabledandmentallyill 
people — but they failed to mount any 
kindofgeneralresistancetoHitlerism. 
Indeed, they were shamefully divided 
among themselves, both within and 
between denominations, in their over- 
all attitude to Nazism. Some church- 


men bravely defiedit; some supported 
itenthusiastically;someequivocated. 

My Battle against Hitler helps to 
plain why thechurches , inparticularthe 
Catholic Church, failed so lamentably. 

It consists of the memoirs of Dietrich 
von Hildebrand, a German theologian 
andphilosopherwhomountedaconsis- 
tent campaign of resistance to Nazism 
from academic posts in Munich and 
Vienna,togetherwithaselectionofhis 
articles for the anti-N azi Austrianj our- 
nal Der Christliche Standestaat (“The 
Christian Corporate State”), which he 
edited between 1934 and 1938. Faith 
fullytranslatedandeditedbythefather- 
son team of John Henry Crosby and 
John F. Crosby, it gives us one dedi- 
cated Christian ’sprivilegedinsightinto 
how Nazism both corrupted and over- 
cameCatholicintellectualresistancein 
CentralEurope. 

Though born in Italy into an artisti- 
cally giftedbutagnosticfamily,Hilde- 
brand was “God-intoxicated” fromhis 
earliestyouth.Heearnedhighacademic 
honorsunderEdmundHusserlinphilos- 
ophy,inwhichheembracedaChristian 
personalism.Hemovedsociallyinboth 
cultivated and aristocratic circles. His 
politicsweremonarchist(pro-Hapsburg 
in particular) , moderately conservative, 
and hostile to German nationalism. He 
married, bQcameaCatholic(alongwith 
his first wife, Gretchen), and, after 
WorldWarl, was appointedanadj unct 
professorofphilosophyattheUniver 
sity of Munich. All these settled com- 
mitmentsweretransformedinthe 1920s 
byhisearly,deep,andconsistentopposi- 
tiontotheriseofanti-SemitismNazism, 
andHitler. 

Not only did Hildebrand recognize 
Nazi totalitarianism as fundamentally 
anti-Christian — he routinely calledHit 
ler “the Anti-Christ” — but the Nazis 
returned the compliment. When he re- 
marked at an international conference 
thattheGermaninvasionofBelgiumin 
191 4hadbeenan“atrociouscrime,”they 
marked him down as an enemy of their 
lawlessnationalismandtobeeliminated 
in due course . This threat, omnipresent 
inMunich, inno way bluntedhis oppo- 
sitiontoNazism.Hesenthisstudentsto 
theNazis’meetingstoexposetheirinco- 


herenceandbrutalitythroughsharpques- 
tioning.Hewouldnotletananti-Semitic 
remark — however silly, thought less, or 
trivial — pass without subjecting it to a 
mercilessrefutation.Hewasparticularly 
enraged by such notions as “Jewish 
mathematics” and “proletarian art,” 
whichhedismissedsimplyas“rubbish.” 
Aboveall,hewastirelessinchallenging 
thoseCatholicintellectuals, priests, and 
organizations that attempted to recon- 
cileNazismwithChristianteaching. 

Allthismightmakehimsoundalittle 
intimidating, but his friends and stu- 
dents thoughthe was averyhappy man 
andgenial(ifserious)company. 

Inevitably, Hildebrand was forced to 
flee Germany when the N azis staged a 
coup in semi-independent Bavaria. He 
found a refuge in Vienna, where, with 
the support of the Austrian president, 
EngelbertDollfus s , he obtained apo si- 
tioninthephilosophydepartmentofthe 
University of Vienna and established 
Der Christliche Standestaat . He ad 
mired,evenloved,DollfussasaCatho 
lie statesman who might inspire all 
Central Europe to block and eventually 
defeatNazism. 

History has given Dollfuss more 
mixedre vie ws .Hewasundoubtedlyan 
enemy of Nazism and anti-Semitism 
and an ob s tac le to Hitler — to the point 
that Austrian Nazis attempted a coup, 
tookhimhostage,shothim,andallowed 
himtobleedtodeath.Buthehadearlier 
suppressedanuprisingbySocialDemo 
crats with great bloodshed, introduced 
a new post-democratic constitution, 
and ruled autocratically thereafter. 
Hildebrand ’ s main reason for support- 
ing him was the practical judgment 
that, in the circumstances of Central 
Europeinthel930s,heofferedthebest 
hope of resisting Hitler. That was 
almostcertainly true. It was also suffi- 
cientreason. 

What is also true, however, is that 
Dollfuss’s advocacy of the corporate 
state as a replacement for democratic 
parliamentarianism was attractive to 
Hildebrand,asitwastoothercontempo- 
raryEuropeanCatholicintellectualswho 
had long distrusted Anglo-American 
liberalism. Hildebrand reports with 
sympathy the distres s of some leading 
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democrats who had swallowed their 
doubts and j oined the Dollfuss govern- 
ment from the same practical desire to 
resistHitlerashisown.Buthissupport 
for Dollfuss went deeper — endorsing a 
post-democratic corporate state that, 
when analyzed, looks like a device for 
maintainingthecontrolofexistingpolit- 
icalandeconomicelites . 

Followingtheassassination ofDollfuss, 
Austria’sCatholicauthoritarianregime 
continuedtoresistbutwascontinually 
drawnfurtherintoHitler ’ sorbit .Hilde 
brand wasperhapsthemostimportant 
intellectual influence fighting this drift 
in Vienna at the time . The fight made 
strange allies. Moritz Schlick, the 
founder of logical positivism, was 
philosophically at odds with Hilde- 
brand, whoconsideredhisideas “false 
and dang er ou s . ” S chlick prob ably had 
similarreservationsaboutHildebrand, 
but he warmly welcomed the German 
theologianinto the department of phi- 
losophy ofwhichhewashead,inpart 
because he was an old-fashioned gen- 
tlemanratherthanaruthlessideologue, 
inpartbecausethetwomenwereunit- 
ed by a detestation of anti-Semitism 
andHitler.(Schlickwaslaterkilledby 
a student for mysterious reasons — in 
which anti- S emitismmay have play ed 
apart,sincesomeconsideredSchlick’s 
ideas “Jewish,” though he himself 
was not . ) All the s ame , it was Hilde 
brand, withhis political and aristocratic 
connections, as well as a monthly 
intellectualj ournal, who exercisedthe 
greaterinfluenceinthe C atholic Vienna 
oftheday. 

B ut it was a lo sing fight within both 
Austria and the Church. Of the many 
incidents in which H ildebrand had to 
counter Catholic appeasement (and 
worse) of Nazism, the most shocking 
occurred when he began an address to 
seminarians with a “beautiful story ” of 
howanabbesshadrecentlyintroduced 
a Jewish convert to her nuns: “To 
morrow we have the great privilege of 
accepting someone into our convent 
who is a sister of our Lord not only in 
spirit but in blood.” There were both 
protests and applause at these words , 
andduringthespeechalargenumberof 
seminarianswalkedout.Thiswasclose 
toblasphemy,ofcourse,butitwasalso 
a manifestation of quite extraordinary 
ignorance : Whatrace did the seminari- 
ans imagine Christ was? In such an 
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atmosphere Hitler had many potential 
recruits,andeventuallyheseizedAustria 
amid widespread Austrian rejoicing. 
Initially,theAustrianbishopssupported 
the Anschluss, advising Catholics to 
VO te f or itin aref er endum . The Vatic an 
promptly rebuked them in unusually 
stronglanguage.Relationsbetweenthe 
Church and the Nazi authorities in 
Austria then descended into outright 
conflict.BythenJiowever 4 nanyCatho 
lie s had been lo st to Nazism. B y then, 
also,Hilddbrandhadhadtofleeforhis 
life for the second time, initially to 
B udape s t , thentoFrance , andfinally to 
theUnitedStates. 

Hitler ’ sdominanceofCentralEurope 
was in part the result of a formidable 
andwell-financedcampaignofpolitical 
warfare. Spies, endless mendacious 
propaganda, the cultivation of treason- 
able Germans abroad, manufactured 
borderincidents ,politicalmurders ,mil- 
itary threats — these and other tech- 
niques help to explain the relentless 
advanceofNazismfromthefailedBeer 
HallcoupinMunichin 1923 to thee ve 
ofBarbarossa.Buttheydon’texplainthe 
innumerablecasesofCatholicsandother 
Christians, encountered by Hildebrand, 
who were spiritually tempted and even 
converted to Nazism in ever yday civil 
society without being subject to any 
suchpressures. 

Nazism was a powerful revolutionary 
and even spiritual force — a perverted 
religion — that appealed to those whose 
apparent religious and political convic- 
tions were weak and ill thought out. 
WhentherewasnoHildebrandaroundto 
point out the incompatibility of Christ 
and Anti-Christ, they appeased Nazism, 
made excuses for its “excesses,” found 
similarities between it and Christian 
teaching, blamed anti-Semitism on the 
Jews, and were halfway to being Nazis 
when it became dangerous to oppose 
them.Becausetheydidn’tresistwhenit 
was easy, they hadlostthe will to do so 
whenitbecameamatteroflifeanddeath. 

That is notapurelyhistoricallesson. 
Christians are now being persecuted 
aroundtheworldwithlittleomoprotest 
fromthegovernm entsofpost-Christian 
countries. Jews are facing discrimina- 
tion, street brutality, and murder in 
modern Europe . Many of the formulae 
employed to justify ignoring or down- 
playingtheseevilswouldbefamiliarto 
Hildebrand — we should not exaggerate 


theevils,theyreflecttheinjusticesdone 
to their perpetrators, the victims bring 
it upon themselves, even if by proxy, 
etc . , etc . We need Hildebrand’ s rele nt- 
less, patient determination to destroy 
suchjustificationslogicallyandtopoint 
out clearly where they will lead if not 
checkednow. 

Hildebrand’s articles from this time, 
reprintedhere,aregoodguidesinalmost 
everyrespect.Theyarealwaysserious, 
deep, scrupulous, and on the side of 
good against evil. Addressing spiritual 
or social topics, they are always acute 
andpo werful .They disturbandawa ken 

the Christian conscience. Addressing 
political questions, however, they are 
sharperandmorepowerfulinwhatthey 
oppose than in what they propose. A 
mildanddecentCatholicauthoritarian- 
ismmaybebetterthananyotherkind, 
evenarefugeagainstworseevils,butit 
cannotreallybeapoliticalideal,andit 
isunlikelytogeneratethekindofener- 
gyandcommitmentneededtodefeata 
revolutionaryforcesuchasBolshevism 
orNazism. 

Nor does that seem to be where 
Hildebrand ended up. The one article 
written during his American exile 
selected here comes from 1 94 landhas 
apolitical sharpness and positive force 
lacking in some of his Vienna writings . 

Its first sentence points out the incom- 
patibilityofanti-Semitismnotonlywith 
Christian doctrine but also with “the 
democratic ideal.” It is almost as if 
Hildebrand, on landinginAmerica,took 
alungfuloffreshairandshookoffsome 
of his European political pessimism. 
That would not have been unusual for 
exilesatthattime.ComposerKurtWeill 
changedhispoliticaloutlookonbecom- 
ing an American (and, in my opinion, 
wrote better music too) . America not 
only gave them hope; meeting the 
Americanpeoplealsocheeredthemup. 

Alas,itisquestiona blewhetherpolit- 
ical exiles would feel the same effect 
today; certainly any fellow intellectu- 
als they met would discourage such 
naive enthusiasm. And that kind of 
cheerfulself-confidenceisnecessaryif 
we are to summon up the courage to 
defendourdecenciesandresisttoday’s 
evils .Ifwedon’ twanttoenduphaving 
tobebravebeforefiringsquadsandter- 
rorist gangs, then we should begin by 
being b rave at faculty meetings and 
dinnerparties. NR 
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Crisis of the 
Oid Order 

VINCENT J . CAN NATO 



Shattered Consensus: The Rise and Decline of 
America^ Postwar Political Order, by James 
Piereson (Encounter, 416 pp., $27.99) 

T he recent Supreme Court 
decision on gay marriage 
deeply disappointed conser- 
vativesandunderscoredhow 
rapidly the cultural landsc ape has been 
changing .Whatwasconsideredafringe 
movement just 30 years ago has now 
foundwideacceptanceinbothopinion 
polling and the law. Acouple of other 
Supreme Court decisions, upholding 
Obamacare and the “disparate-impact” 
policy in racial-discrimination cases, 
further added to a sense of gloom on 
theright. 

WhenB arackObamawaselectedin 
2008,manyliberalssawitastheopen- 
ingofneweraofliberalism — a“New 
NewDeal.”Theeconomiccrisiswould 
allow President Obama a chance to 
push through a liberal agenda that 
had been stymied by the Cold War 
andtheRepublicanresurgenceofthe 
1980s and 1990s. Some especially 
smug writers even proclaimed the 
deathofconservatism. 

It hasn’t quite worked out that way. 
President Obama has achieved some 
policy successes, such as Obamacare 
andDodd-Frank,butRepublicanshave 
capitalizedonaweakeconomicrecov- 
ery and overall unhappiness with the 
Obamaadministrationtotakecontrolof 
bothchambersofCongress, elects 1 of 

Mr. Cannato teaches history at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston. 


the nation’s governors, and capture a 
majority of state legislatures. The na 
tionremainsbitterlydividedalongide- 
ologicallines. 

In Shattered Consensus , James 
Piereson, the president of the William 
E. SimonFoundationandaseniorfel- 
lo w at the Manhattan Institute , argue s 
that one “consequence of Obama’s 
tenure has been to fray the postwar 
consensus beyond the possibility of 
repair”: “There is no longer enough 
agreement in the American polity to 
address any of the nation’s systemic 
problems before they escalate to the 
pointofcrisis.” 

The consensus Piereson refers to is 
thepost-NewDeal,post-WorldWarII 
agreement between Republicans and 
Democrats that focused on “growth 
liberalism” — a set of policies that 
would be geared toward economic 
growth, not redistribution or central- 
ized planning. The New Deal would 
not be dismantled; a modest social- 
welfaresystemwouldbemaintainedto 
handle those left out of the post-war 
expansion. In foreign affairs , the con- 
sensus was staunchly anti-Communist 
andsupportedapolicyofcontainment 
againsttheSoviets.Thiswastheeraof 
Big Government, Big Business, and 
BigLabor. 

Mosthistoriansbelievethatthispost- 
warconsensusbrokeapartinthe 1 960s 
and 1970s and led to the election of 
Ronald Reagan. Though Piereson ac- 
knowledges the political success of 
Republicans since the 1 980s, he cor- 
rectly notes that “Republicans never 
managedtoreversetheflowo^olitical 
power to Washington and failed to 
eliminate or even substantially reduce 
any of the New Deal or Great S ociety 
social programs.” Republicans may 
have slowed down the expansion of 
federal power, but they were unable to 
change the political trajectory that the 
NewDealhadputinplace. 

ShatteredConsensus islargelyacol- 
lectionofpreviouslypublishedessays 
that examine issues as diverse as the 
politics of higher education, the state 
ofmodernliberalismandconservatism, 
Keynesianism,andthe“iiequalitycri- 
sis.” There is also a section on the 
legacyofJohnF.Kennedy,withmate- 
rial that will be familiar to readers of 
Piereson’s excellent book Camelot 
andtheCulturalRevolution:Howthe 


Assassination of John F. Kennedy 
ShatteredAmericanLiberalism (2007) : 
Piereson argues that there has been a 
willfulmisrememberingofthefactsof 
Kennedy’s assassination (blaming 
right-wing anger instead of aMarxist, 
pro-Cuban assassin) that has warped 
American political culture since 
1963, sowing “seeds of distrust and 
division in the body politic that are 
still withustoday.” 

The heart of ShatteredConsensus is 
Piereson’s contention that America’s 
current problems are so serious that 
they “will mount to a point of crisis 
where either they will be addressed 
through a ‘fourth revolution’ or the 
politywillbegintodisintegrateforlack 
of fundamental agreement.” Piereson 
outlines three earlier “politicalrevolu- 
tions” that “concluded with lasting 
institutional and cultural adjustments 
that set the stage for new phases of 
political and economic development.” 
Thoseperiodsofrealignmentwerethe 
Jeffersonian- Jacksonian Democratic 
regimeofthefirsthalfofthe 1 9thcen- 
tury, the post-Civil War “Republican- 
capitalist regime,” and the post-Great 
DepressionNewDealorder. 

Piereson is depres singly correct that 
the country is facing difficult times. 
Economic growth has stagnated, and if 
this doesn’t change, opportunities will 
dryupandtherewillbelesssocialmobil- 
ity. America will experience the sort of 
sclerosis thathas long afflicted Western 
Europe. Meanwhile, the national debt 
continuestoclimb,andstatesandlocali- 
ties arecontinuingtoadddebt, o wingto 
Medicaid and increasing pension and 
health-care costs for government work- 
ers . Atsomepoint, suchpublic debt will 
becomeunsustainable. 

Despite its talk of revolutions and 
crises, though, ShatteredConsensus is 
ultimately a hopeful and optimistic 
book. Don’ t go and stock up on ammo 
and food supplies for your bunker, 
Piereson tells his readers . He believes 
we are headed do wn apath of political 
crisisthatwilleventuallyleadtoanew, 
more conservative political regime 
focusedoneconomicgrowth.Hisvoice 
is that of a calm and reasonable 
ReaganiteoptimismiEveninthefaceof 
difficulttimes,hebelievesintheinher- 
ent wisdom of the American people to 
make the choices necessary to revive 
thecountry. 
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Is such optimism warranted? Each of 
the three previous realignments he men- 
tions was built on a new political coali- 
tion that made economic and political 
change possible. The Jeffersonian- 
Jacksonian regime that forced the de- 
mise of the Federalist party was based 
on the expansion of the nation west- 
ward and the rise of universal white- 
male suffrage that sustained Democratic 
electoral dominance. Similarly, the 
post- 1865 Republican tide emerged 
not just out of the Union victory in the 
Civil War, but also from the Second 
Industrial Revolution’s fostering of a 
northern and Midwestern middle class. 
And the New Deal order was not just a 
reaction to the Great Depression: It 
also marked the rise of a new urban 
polity — an ethnic working class that 
provided reliable votes for Democrats 
for a few decades. 


Although Piereson does not classify 
the Reagan Revolution as a true politi- 
cal “revolution,” it too came about as a 
result of a new great coalition, this 
time between a growing Sunbelt and a 
resurgent, politically engaged Evan- 
gelical Protestantism. 

Unfortunately, there is little political 
space today upon which a new Re- 
publican coalition can be built. Although 
the idea of an “emerging Democratic 
majority” may be overstated, it is un - 
doubtedly true that the groups that are 
growing in America — Hispanics, Asians, 
single women, upscale professionals — all 
vote overwhelmingly Democratic. Re - 
publican voters trend older and whiter. In 
addition, as the federal government has 
expanded, more people have come to rely 
on some kind of government assistance. 
In 2010, Gallup found that 36 percent 
of Americans, including a majority of 
Democrats, viewed socialism positively. 
Conservatives still outnumber liberals, 
but the percentage of the latter continues 
to climb. 

Perhaps an economic crisis would 
shake the average American voter, but 
I’m not sure. Look at Illinois, Califor - 
nia, and New York — blue states with 


serious fiscal challenges. If anything, 
these states have become more liberal 
in the last decade or two (although 
Illinois was able to narrowly elect a 
reform Republican governor last year). 
In Europe, an ongoing economic melt- 
down led to the election of the far-left 
Syriza party in Greece and may do so 
again later this month. A severe eco- 
nomic crisis might lead to a Repub- 
lican revival focused on pro-growth 
policies, but it is just as plausible that such 
a crisis could strengthen the Left — which 
would argue that the crisis just proves 
the inherent instability and injustice 
of capitalism. 

A more probable scenario is that 
America continues to muddle along 
for years to come, as a deeply divided 
nation that cannot agree on core polit- 
ical and economic beliefs: Neither 
party would be able to win enough 


support to make significant changes, 
and the American public would be- 
come accustomed to weak economic 
growth — much as average Europeans 
have. How long can the nation sustain 
such rising levels of public debt? Cer- 
tainly not forever, but for longer than 
most analysts have been predicting since 
the rising deficits of the 1980s. 

Finally, it may very well be that we 
live in an age in which it is difficult to 
create any kind of lasting political 
consensus. The consensus of 1945 to 
1970 was built during an era of mass 
media and a broadly shared culture. 
Today, the American public is deeply 
segmented into many subcultures. A 
widely “diverse” nation might end up 
being one that is incredibly difficult 
to govern. 

All Americans should be deeply 
concerned about an economy that is 
unable to grow much faster than 2 per- 
cent, and James Piereson’s book is a 
reminder of how destabilizing this 
new economic reality might become. 
Republicans would be wise not to wait 
for the next economic crisis before 
developing a governing agenda to deal 
with it. NR 
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Dreaming 
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The Guardians: The Teague of Nations and the 
Crisis of Empire, by Susan Pedersen 
(Oxford, 592 pp., $34.95) 

T he League of Nations does 
not today evoke rapt atten- 
tion from most Americans, 
or even much interest. The 
United States never joined the 
League, after the Senate rejected the 
Treaty of Versailles in 1920, and 
thereafter few believed we had much 
at stake in its work. Powerful global 
political forces — international Commu- 
nism, Fascism in Europe, and Japanese 
aggression in Asia — combined with the 
1929 crash and ensuing Great De- 
pression, relegated the League to the 
periphery of U.S. attention. 

For a dedicated cadre of Wilsonian 
idealists, however, dreams of a new 
multilateral order never ended. They 
believed, contrary to all available evi- 
dence, that U.S. League membership 
could have prevented World War II by 
taming the twin scourges of isolationism 
and nationalism. Franklin Roosevelt, 
Wilson’s ideological descendant, made 
creating a better League a principal 
wartime goal, resulting in 1945 in the 
United Nations. 

Contrary to the dream, however, the 
U.N.’s chief political decision-making 
bodies (the Security Council and the 
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Unfortunately, there is little political 
space today upon which a new 
Republican coalition can be built. 
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General Assembly) and many lesser 
ones (e . g . , the Human Rights Council) 
haveaccomplishedpreciouslittle,even 
after Cold War gridlock disappeared. 
Some U.N. specialized agencies do 
importantwork,buttypicallyby keep- 
ing themselves removed from con- 
tentiousinternationalpoliticalissues. 

Facingsuchhistory,enthusiastsfora 
League- or U.N. -centric world might 
have developed greater humility. Rhe- 
torically at least, they have. “World 
governmenf’isnowrarelyusedevenby 
those who aspire to it. And the unmis- 
takably WilsonianBarackObamais so 
uninterestedinforeignpolicythateven 
herarelydoe smorethanthro wtheU .N . 
occasional verbalbouquets . 

Nonetheless, thenewerphrase“glob- 
al go vernance” persists , in universities , 
in earnest j ournals of “conflict resolu- 
tion,”andamongworshipersdevotedto 
thoseiconic,newlyrenovatedbuildings 
at Maihattan’s Turtle Bay. Important 
internationalnegotiationsstillfindtheir 
waytoGenevaorVienna,thetwoother 
principal U.N. headquarters cities. For 
anyGenevavisitor,theU.N.’spresence 
at the Palais des N ations, built for the 
League, is aconstantreminder of what 
mighthavebeen,oryetmaybe. 

And academicians seem to be lead- 
ing the effort to resurrect the case for 
more-robust international organiza- 
tions. Susan Pedersen, in her study of 
thcLeagueofNationsmandatessystem, 
analyzes how the League performedits 
historically unique responsibility of 
overseeing the governance of territo- 
ries that had been stripped by Vet 
s ailles from the defeated Ottoman and 
German empires and allocated among 
WorldW arl ’ s victoriouspo wer s .What 
might have been a straightforward 
division of the spoils of victory at 
Versailles brought forth instead, con- 
sistent with Wilson’s renunciation of 
U.S. territorial ambitions, the man- 
dates concept under Article 22 of the 
LeagueCovenant. 

Pedersenclearlyhopestohelpspark 
arenewed appreciation of the League 
and, inferentially, the U.N. and other 
multilateral efforts : “In the history of 
the mandates system we thus recover 
theroleoftheLeagueofNationsasan 
agentofgeopoliticaltransformation.” 
GiventheLeague’slegendaryineffec- 
tiveness,thismayseemanoverreach, 
but Pedersen is writing not mere his- 


tory but what she sees as a sketch of 
the future. 

Pursuing this objective, she shows 
how mindsets at the League persisted 
into the U.N. era, and persist to this 
day for those seeking to constrain 
nation- statesingeneral,andtheU.S. in 
particular. Pedersen’s scholarship is 
thorough, but such obscure topics as 
Australia’s governance of formerly 
German New Guinea are not her cen- 
tral interest. Her argument is that the 
League actually did, overall, yield sig- 
nificant results , albeit not necessarily 
the ones its founders intended. She 
focuses on the League’s power of 
“internationalization,” which she de- 
fines as “the process by which certain 
political issues and functions are dis- 
placed from the national . . . and into 
theinternationalrealm.”Itisprecisely 
this effort to relocate decision-making 
authority away from national capitals 
that characterizes the contemporary 
“globalgovernance”crowd. 

Pedersenpointstoseveralaspectsof 
the League’s work on the mandates 
system, three of which are particularly 
noteworthyforustoday.Thefirstisthe 
character of the League ’ s bureaucracy, 
or“Secretariat.”Pedersensaysunhesi- 
tatingly that “nothing the League pro- 
duced was more quietly revolutionary 
thantheinternationalSecretariat.”And 
with good reason: National govern- 
ments created this novel mechanism 
andthengaveitameasureofindepen- 


dence unthinkable, for U.S. conserva- 
tives at least, in their domestic affairs . 
Ofcourse,some“internationalcivilser- 
vants”(thenandnow)reporteddirectly 
to their national governments, but the 
idea of an “international” bureaucracy 
isnonethelessbreathtaking.TheLeague 
Secretariat had a magnetic attraction, 
bringing in as j ob applicants precisely 
thepeoplewhodislikednationalsover- 
eignty and believed themselves better 
qualified than national leaders — and 
allowedthemtoperpetuatethemselves 
almost without limit. Most remark- 
ably, even the United States has 
alio wed this charade to continue right 
upuntiltoday. 

Closely related to an “independent” 
Secretariat were the members of the 
League’s Permanent Mandates Com 
mission (PMC), the Covenant’s pre- 
scribedauthoritytoreviewandoversee 
theperformanceofthemandatorypow- 
ers. Commissioners were, like the 
Secretariat officials, to be “indepen- 
dent” — selectedonpersonalmeritrather 
than to represent their governments. 
Although, as withthe S ecretariat, PMC 
independence was often honored in the 
breach,theideathat“experts”werebet- 
ter suited than national representatives 
to perform governance functions has 
alsosurvivedattheU.N. 

Almost uniformly, these experts 
comefromtheinternationalLeft,mak- 
ingthemchartermembersoftheHigh- 
Minded, those who know better than 


TO THE ESTRANGED 

Sometimes a person may be tempted to accept 

neglect from those who seem to qualify as great, 

assuming ignorance and cold to be his fate; 

resigned to anonymity, dejected, swept 

away by bitter bankruptcy, and those adept 

at arrogance; to be inclined to overrate 

those privileged successors of the fourth estate, 

believing roses sprout where the Elite have stepped. 

BohemianI The toe of the Establishment 

is pink adobe rooted in a pool of spittle, 

eroding slowly by an unobstructed drip 

from spread lips, having hardened, curled without relent. 

This hulk, to hold its structure, must stand noncommittal, 

and may not move to save itself — head, hand, nor hip. 

-JENNIFER REESER 
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mere governments (especially that of 
the United States) what is best for the 
world. This is where the Platonic 
“Guardians” of Pedersen’s book title 
spring. They were formerly intended 
just for mandate territories, but today 
they aspire to spread their authority 
internationally without limit. It is no 
accident that, following decades of 
U.N. activity, an informal group 
known as “the Elders” has emerged, 
routinely blessing us with the benefit 
oftheirworldly wisdom, whetherany- 
one asks for it or not. The Elders in 
elude such luminaries as Kofi Annan, 
Jimmy Car ter, and Mary Robinson — 
which gives you some idea of what 
theirsupportersmeanbytheconceptof 
“independentexperts . ” 

Second, Pedersen describes how the 
widespread publicity generated by the 
discussionofmandateissuesinGeneva 
created its own powerful dynamic. 
Simply requiring the mandatory pow- 
ers “to say they were governing [the 
mandates] differently” (enphasis in 
original), she argues, meant that the 
Leaguewasaccomplishingsomething. 
Eocusingonthe process by which the 
PMC considered petitions from local 
populations in the mandatory territo- 
ries, from non-governmental organi- 
zations, and from other governments 
became a League cottage industry. 
And, while the petitions may not 
often have directly achieved their 
objectives, Pedersen concludes that 
“the significance of petitioning” lies 
“not in the realm of law but of poli- 
tics — and of global politics at that.” 
Shepointstoissuesbeingmade“visi- 
ble to informed publics around the 
world” — amoreneutraldescriptionof 
theHigh-Minded — asthebestvehicle 
foraccomplishingtheLeague’s broad- 
erobjectives. 

Pinally,Pedersenpointstoaphenom- 
enon certainly unintended by the 
Wilsonians: Surface devotion to inter- 
national ideals such as the mandates 
often masks the unalloyed pursuit of 
nationalinterests.Sheconcedesthatthe 
LeaguemembermostloyaltotheCove- 
nant’s Article 22 was Nazi Gemany, 
during its brief 1930s interlude as a 
League member. Its overseas posses- 
sions stripped away and placed under 
mandates by Versailles, Gemany was 
the League member most interested in 
undermining the mandatory powers. 
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Seeking to reacquire its lost influence, 
butrecognizingthatitcouldnotsimply 
askforthereturnofitsformercolonies, 

B erlin argued instead that the mandate 
holders were not meeting their obliga- 
tionsandthatfurther‘ Internationalizing’ ’ 
ofthemandates’govemancethroughthe 
League wasrequired . 

Rarely has cynicism been more tri- 
umphant . The Nazi succe s s , like many 
other examples Pedersen describes, 
demonstratespowerfullythatthemulti- 
lateralethosoftheLeague(anditssuc- 
cessor) has often been nothing more 
thanasmokescreen.Andironically,but 
hardly surprisingly, just as the Nazis 
were the most creative at bending the 
League ’ smandaterhetorictotheiro wn 
ends, so too in the U.N., the Soviet 
Unionwasthemostartfulinexploiting 
the global organization for its own 
ends. Thisis surely acautionary lesson 
forourtimes. 

The U.N.’s founders effectively re- 
created the mandates in the form of 
“trusteeships,” allocated to World War 
IPs victorious powers, often the same 
as those who held League mandates . 
Pedersen acknowledges differences in 
the U.N. version — several, such as 
replacing “independentexperts”onthe 
PMCwithnationalseatsontheTrustee 
shipCouncil,nottoherliking — butthe 
family resemblance is unmistakable. 
While the U.N.’s trusteeship work is 
now formally ended, there being no 
more trusteeships and none likely in 
the future , the g ame i s no t y e t o ver. In 
case after case, U.N. efforts to admin- 
ister failedregions of the world, often 
described as “peacekeeping,” are in 
fact something much more like man- 
datesortrusteeships. 

Pedersen’s academic cheerleading 
forthcLeagueprovidesimportantper- 
spective on the continuing, indeed 
unrelenting, campaign to replace na- 
tional sovereignty with multilateral 
institutions. This is hardly a recent 
phenomenon, and it is supported by a 
determined cadre of global warriors, 
includingsomeintheupperreachesof 
the Obama administration and the 
Democratic party. If Barack Obama 
has disappointed his most multilater- 
alist supporters, make no mistake: 
They have not given up. It may be a 
long way from the New Guinea man- 
date, but the road is still filled with 
High-Mindedpilgrims. NR 
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The End of Doom: Environmental Renewal in the 
2 1 St Century, by Ronald Bailey (Thomas 
Dunne, 368 pp., $27.99) 

R on Bailey isalibertarianand 
anenvironmentalist.Thismay 
seemlikeacontradiction, and 
it is, with consequences that 
inflictseriousdamageonhislatestbook. 
Thisisadisappointment,becauseBailey 
has writtenmanyfirst-rate works . 

And B ailey ’ s new book. The End of 
Doom, is not allbad. Infact, parts of it 
areexcellent.Porexample3aileydoesa 
grea^obingatheringhystericaldoomsday 
predictions that Malthusians have made 
continuously, with absolute confidence, 
sinceMalthus,onlytoberepeatedlyre 
futedbyreality.Healsohasfinesections 
debunkingtechnophobicopposiion toa 
litany of vital innovations ; the chapter 
defending genetically modified crops 
is outstanding. His refutation of the 
“precautionary principle,” a.k.a. the 
Vorsorgeprinzip, a demented piece of 
philosophizingthatwouldeffectivelypre- 
cludeanyexerciseofcreativitytoadvance 
the human condition, is delightful, and 
aloneworththepriceofthebook. 

Nevertheless,atitscorethebookhasa 
problem.Thatis ,whilerefutingthedoom- 
sayers in numerous particulars, Bailey 
actuallyembraces — ifonlypartiallyand 
loosely — the fundamental antihuman 
assumptionunderlyingtheirworldview. 
This is evident in the book’s two most 
critical chapters, dealing with the pur- 
ported threats of the “population explo- 
sion”andglobalwarming. 

Onthe“populationexplosion,”B ailey 
starts out well enough, quoting, and 
thereby mocking, the wildly incorrect 
predictions of imminent global starva- 
tion issued by Paul Ehrlich and other 
Malthusians in the late 1 960s. He then 
reports how the transfer of agricultural 
know-how to the developing world ae 
complisheda“GreenRevolution”ofin 
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creasedcropyields.Butthen,lookingto 
the future, for page after page, he com- 
pares the food-production projections 
ofvariousauthoritiestothepopulation- 
increase proj ections of other authorities 
inanattempttoanswerthequestion“Can 
wefeedtheworldin2050?” 

Oh dear, can we feed them all?Ladies 
andGentlemenoftheWorldGovemment 
CentralCommittee,dowehavea plan to 
dealwiththismatter?Can we slow their 
multiplication? Can our production- 
department quota be raised enough to 
keepupwith their numbers ?Ehrlichsays 
no .B ailey say sy es . Whoisright ? 

Neither: This entire approach to the 
matterismisguided.Thehumanpredica- 
mentisnotonewhereinthereis^roduc- 
tiondepartmentinoneplace,engagedina 
racetoprovideen oughfoodtomultiply- 
ing billions of useless eaters somewhere 
else . The humanrace is not on the dole . 
Thehumanracefeedsitself,andisdoing 
so better and better all the time, as its 
forcesincrease. 

The accompanying chart is based on 
datathatdonotappearinBailey’sbook 
butthat should have appeared there, be 
causetheyshowhowcompletelyfalsethe 
Malthusianargumentis . 

As the world’ s populat ion has gone 
up, the totalamounto^roductavailable 
per capita in inflation- adjusted 2010 
dollars has gone up — exactly the oppo- 
site of whatMalthus , andall subsequent 
Malthusians, predicted. Indeed, the cor- 
relation of increased population with 


increasedper capitaproductis so strong 
that any scientist examining these data 
wouldimmediatelysuspectcausality. 

In fact, the causal relationship is not 
hard to find. It is not merely that every 
mouthcomeswithapairofhandsilfthat 
wereall,productpercapitawouldsimply 
beconstantregardlessofpopulation.But 
everymouthandpairofhandsalsocome 
withabrain,andsothemorepeoplether e 
are, the faster the rate of technological 
progress, which multiplies product per 
capita,andwhoseeffectsarecumulative. 
Furthermore,agreaterpopulationmeans 
alargerdivisionoflabor,whichcheapens 
production;alargerbasetosupportthede 
velopment of necessary infrastructure; 
andalargermarket,whichincentivizesin 
vestmentinnewtechnology. 

So the more of us there are, the more 
there willbetogoaround.Thereforethe 
idea,whichB aileyendorses ,thatslo wing 
population growth should be a societal 
goal has no rational economic basis. 
Rather, itis simply anexpressionofae 
ceptanceofantihumanistprejudice. 

In his chapter on global warming, 
Baileytakesasimilarlyflawedapproach. 
Hedevotesalotofpagestoprovingthat 
therehasbeensomewarming,thenleaps 
to “market driven” solutions to “make 
clean energy cheaper than fossil fuels .” 
Some of his recommendations for doing 
this,suchasclearingroadblockstonuclear 
power and fracking (because it can help 
replacecoal),arefine.Others,suchascar- 
bon taxes or other policies designed to 


increase the cost of fossil fuels, are not. 
Butthereahssuewithglobalwarmingis 
not whether it has occurred. It clearly 
has, asanyrea derofDickens’s accounts 
of snowy winters in London can readily 
ascertain.Thereahssueiswhetherglobal 
warming represents a menace whose 
haltingrequiresglobalredirectionofhu 
manendeavorsawayfromthosethatfree 
peoplewouldotherwisechoose. 

Soletusconsiderthematter.Overthe 
past half century, as aresult of human 
activityunconstrainedbyeffectiveanti- 
carbon policies, the following effects 
haveoccurred: 

One: Average global temperatures 
have increased by 0.2 percent (from 
287Kto288K). 

Two : The average globalrate of plant 
gro wthhasincreasedby 1 5percent. 

Three: Global GDP per capita has 
increasedby400percent. 

Are these developments good or bad? 
ItemOneisamodes^ositive,sinceCO 2 - 
drivenglobalwarmingaffectsmostlythe 
coldest parts of the world, as only they 
lackexten sivegreenhousingalreadyfrom 
water vapor. ItemTwo, adirectresultof 
CO 2 enrichment ofthe atmosphere, has 
beenofgreatbenefittobothwildnature 
andagriculture,providingthesustenance 
for one out of every seven animals and 
plants thatliveonEarth.AndItemThree 
is,insecularterms,thegreateststoryever 
told^'eportinginasinglebarestatisticthe 
lifting of the bulk of humanity out of 
povertywithinasinglelifetime. 

Why should we want to re verse this ? 

We have made our world slightly less 
frigid, significantly more fertile, and 
vastlymoreprosperous.Shouldourfree- 
domthereforebecurtailed? 

There is a Chinese saying: “Where 
thereisawilltoconvict,evidenceisnever 
lacking.”Asdefensecounselforhuman- 
ity, Bailey advises us to confess, but 
pleadforalighter sentence . 

We need a better lawyer — one who 
understandsthatthedangerwefacecomes 
notfromtherebeingtoomanypeople,but 
from people who say that there are too 
many people ; andthathumanity today is 
being threatened not by people who are 
usingtoomanyresources,butbypeople 
who say that other people are using too 
manyresources. 

Weneedabetterlawyer,becausethe 
caseundertrialisnotaboutwhetherit 
is getting w armer or colder, but about 
whetherhumanityshouldbefree. NR 


GDP Per Capita vs. Population 
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Film 

Original 

Gangstas 

ROSS DOUTHAT 

S TRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON, a 
groupbiopic aboutthebirthof 
gangsta rap, is excellent evi- 
dencethat‘group”and“biopic” 
arepotentiallymutuallyexclusiveterms. 
Themoviewantstotellthestoryofthe 
young men who founded the rap group 
N. W. A. , particularly O ’ Shea Jackson, 
Andre Romelle Young, and Eric Lynn 
Wright — or, as America knows them. 
Ice Cube (played by O’ Shea Jackson 
Jr., the original Cube’s son). Dr. Dre 
(Corey Hawkins), and Eazy-E (Jason 
Mitchell) — during their early, contro- 
versial years of fame and fortune. But 
evenattwoandahalfhours,thecharac- 
terizations feel sketchy, the narrative 
arcs seem truncated, and none of the 
threeleadseverfullystaysinfocus. 

Whichisnotto say that Compton fails 

toentertain.Thelargerstoryisstillfasci- 
natingevenifthementhemselvesaren’t 
fullyenfleshed.Thegangsta-rapmoment, 
priortothegenre’s domestication, was a 
rare case in which a pop-culture contro- 
versy intersected with real politics in a 
waythatactuallydeservedthehypeAnd 
thoughthemo vie ’ sportraitofthecontro- 
versy is inevitably one-sided, there’s 
enough material up on screen to let the 
othersideseepthroughaswell. 

Thesidethemovieexplicitlytakesis 
thatofitsheroes,whoinsistedthattheirs 
wasamusico^rotestpoliticsandgritty 
social criticism, an exercise in truth 
telling — aboutghettolife,thedrugtrade, 
police brutality, the hopeless fury of 
young black men — that the rest of 
America needed to hear. The fact that 
the lyrics were profane, misogynist, and 
obsessed with the power of murderous 
force didn’t make them accessories to 
misogyny or murder; no, they were just 
holdingupamirrortotheirlifeinComp 
ton, and it wasn’t their fault if scolds 
didn’tappreciatewhatitshowed. 

§ To buttress this perspective, Compton 

E offers anumber of scenes — well tailored 

I for the “Black Lives Matter” era — in 

> 

3 whichoneormoreofitsbuddingrappers 



Neil Brown Jr, Aldis FTodge^ Corey FFawkins^ Jason Mitchell, and O^Shea Jackson Jr in Straight Outta Compton 


aremenacedbybullyingcops,itletsthe 
charismatic Jackson deliver his charis- 
maticfather ’ sharangueswithoutrebuttal, 
anditbuildstotheRodneyKingbeating 
and the police acquittal that followed. 
Italsokeepscertainrealitiesmostlyout 
of sight: The crack wars get less play 
than the police brutality, and the movie 
neglects to reveal that Dre — portrayed 
mostlyasacharmingladies’man — didn’t 
j ustrapaboutviolenceagainstwomenbut 
actually beat several girlfriends during 
the period portrayed. (The controversy 
over that lacuna in Compton prompted 
therealDretoissueanon-specificapol- 
ogyto“thewomenr vehurt.”) 

But even with its spin and framing, 
themovie’sstorystillgivesyouenough 
seaminesstomakeitclearwheregangsta 
rap’s many critics were coming from. 
Womenaren’tbeatenonscreen,butthey 
are treated as disposable sex objects for 
mostofthemovie’srunningtime,before 
acoupleofheroicgirlfriends/wivesshow 
up late, with little introduction, as our 
heroesmakethetransitiontorespectabil- 
ity.We’reledtobelievethatthe“E* * *tha 
Police” sentiment had some justification 
behind it, but we also notice that out of 
thebandmates,onlyEazy-Eisactuallya 
gangster, and a small-time one at that, 
whiletheothersareplayingmedia-ready 
parts. And then wecan also see therole 
that playacting plausibly played in fur- 
thering,notjustdepicting,acycleoMo- 
lence — ^thanks especially to the looming 


menace of Suge Knight (R. Marcos 
Taylor), who gradually takes overfrom 
N.W.A.’soriginalmanager,JerryHeller 
(Paul Giamatti), replacing hustle and 
semi-honest graft with a mob ster ’ s ap 
proachtomusicmanagement. 

That takeover, like so many events in 
themovieJackssomenecessarydetail;so 
does the larger falling out, over money 
and other matters (but mostly money, 
seemingly), that divides N.W.A. against 
itself andsetsDreandCubeonthepath 
totheirenduringsolocareers.(Eazy-E’s 
pathtoanearlygrave,meanwhile,istele 
graphed with the Significant Coughng 
belovedbybiopicsinahurry.) 

Butit’satestamenttothdnherentinter- 
estofthematerial,andtotheurgencythat 
the actors lend their underwritten parts, 
that I left the theater wanting that detail, 
and wishing that Compton had delved a 
little more deeply into the machinations 
ofSugeandhisminions,orintoIceCube’s 
relationshiptotheNationofIslam — or, 
on a strictly human level, that it had a 
foundaricherwaytoilluminatethegrad- 
ualtamingofitsangryyoungmenbyage 
andfortuneandrespectability. 

Compton isnotasuccessfulmovie,but 
it’samoviethat’ssuccessfulininteresting 
thecasual^ion-rap-fanviewerinitsstory. 
Itdoesn’tmakethemostofitsmaterial, 
butit’sareminder,decadeslater,ofwhy 
therealeventsandpeoplefascinatedand 
infuriatedsomanyAmeric ans , and why 
thosereactionsweredeserved. NR 


4 6 NATIONAL REVIEW I www.nationalreview.com 


SEPTEMBER 21 , 2015 




Text 


Country Life 

Diaspora 



RICHARD BROOKHISER 

C HINESE firstcameinlargenum- 
bers to this country after the 
Gold Rush. They became so 
numerous on the West Coast 
thattheyfiguredinDemocraticcampaign 
literature. One post- 1 5th Amendnent 
cartoon showed a frock-coated Repub 
lican supporting Cuffy, a soon-to-be- 
enfranchisedblackman,onhisshoulders. 
ButonCuffy’sshouldersstoodaChinese 
man, in queue andsilkrobe, calling the 
Republican “belly good man! He say 
Chinaman good as Medican!” On the 
Chinaman’s shoulders stood an Ameri- 
can Indian, demanding liquor. Free the 
slavesandeverylesserbreedwillhaveits 
say.Ah,democracy;ah,Democrats. 

ChineseoftheCharlieChan/chop-suey 
eratendedtoliveinChinatownsinlarger 
cities, many tricked out with pseudo- 
imperialgatewaysforthetourists.Within 
were Cantonese restaurants and shops 
selling cheap souvenirs — joss sticks, old 
copper coins with square holes in their 
centers , B ank of Hell notes in million- 
dollar denominations for burning at fu 
nerals.OnChineseNewYeartherewould 
be a dragon dance . B ut even before the 
gatesofimmigrationwereopenedinthe 
Sixties , there was , inevery to wnof any 
size and many of no size, a Chinese 
restaurant. They were strung across the 
country as if by prearrangement — one 
everywhere , andnomore . 

The Chinese diaspora has covered the 
world.TheonlystoryonCanadiaipolitics 
Ieverdidtookmeacrossthewest,home 
ofthethen-newReformparty.Theirwest 
is as empty as ours, vastperspectiveless 
vistasandmagpies(Irememberachipper 
sign outside the town of Bigger : “New 
Yorkis Big /But This Is Bigger”). But 
every to wn, however small, hadits video 


storefoithoselongwintemights — audits 
Canadian-Chineserestaurant.Revolution 
sometimes drives these communities 
undegroundoraway.Chineseworldiard, 
dowell,andkeeptothemselves — unac- 
ceptable sins .Airports inindonesiaused 
to(andmaystill)wamthetraveleragainst 
bringinginChineseliterature, as well as 
guns and explosives (all three equally 
deadly) . The Castro brothers sowed the 
Upper West Side with Cuban/Chinese 
restaurants, comidaschinasycriollas — 
notJwasdisappointedtodiscover,some 
zany fusion of cuisines, but a Cuban 
menuplusaChinesemenu(bothprole). 

Whenweboughtouihouseinthecoun- 
try,theChineserestaurantwasinthdiam- 
letdownthestateroad.Thathamlethad 
atrainstation,thoughithadbeendecades 
since any trainhad stoppedthere. There 
wasapostoffice,afirehouse,acoupleof 
potters(thereisclayinthesoil),achurch 
convertedtoanartgallery(religioninthe 
northeast), andtheChineserestaurant. It 
was an old establishment — the building 
showedtheblackgritorscruffthatclings 
even to white walls that are reasonably 
well maintained. I was told (for I never 
wentin)thatitsurvivedonitsbar.Then 
therecameatimewhentheownersquit 
or died. It stood vacant for afe w years , 
thenwastomdown.Nothingreplacedit. 

Nothingreplaceditinthathamlet,that 
is .Butin my hamlet, three miles up the 
road and three miles down the hill from 
my house, there soon appeared a new 
Chineserestaurant. Itjoinedabar, afu 
neralhouse, achurch that still worships 
God, two gas stations with convenience 
stores, amarket, an auto shop, aschool, 
andapizzeria.Nowithasbeenjoinedby 
adollarstore.Thecountrymetropolis. 

To eat Chinese food in the country 
whenyouareaweekendwarriorfromthe 
citywouldbeabsurd.Inthecity,youcan 
eatChinese allyearround — thePeking- 
duck place in Chinatown that rings a 
gongeverytimeaPekingduckcomesout 
of the kitchen, the downstairs places in 
Chinatownwithfatgreasychowfunand 
placematsexplainingtheanimalsignsof 
theChineseyear,theSzechuaiplacesthat 
areallpeppersandfire,theupscaleplaces 
thatareallfusionandpretension.Thecity 
iswherelfirstleamedtousechopsticks, 
wheremywifewamedmenottoeatthe 
Szechuanpepper,whereoneofthelocal 
weeklies once devoted its back-of-the- 
book humor page to a contest for the 
bestfortuneinafortunecookie(thewin- 


ner: W ishing you and yours a joyous 
Yom Kippur). 

BulIhavebeentoouihamlet’sChinese 
placetwice.Bothtimeswerefortakeout, 
when one of us was under the weather. 
There are times whenyou don’ t wantto 
fireupthegrill,watchyourwifecook,or 
dothedishes.Therearetimeswhenyou 
crave the taste of wonton, sesame, thick 
clearsauce,vegetablesthatareblandbut 
identifiable,chickenthatisblandbutnei- 
thertoughnorlimp,allwasheddownwith 
acanofCoca-ColaAmerica’sgifttothe 
world and to Chinese- American cuisine . 
There are times when you need comfort 
food,andwhatcouldbemorecomfortable 
than centuries of tradition, retooled over 
the decades for New World taste buds? 
Nowyoucanevenget — aconcessionto 
changingtastes — ^brownrice,inaddition 



to white rice, and Mandarin, Szechuan, 
andHunandishes .Thesecondtime Jhad 
themenufromthefirsttime.Iphonedin 
the order, and drove into the dusk, past 
housesandformerfarms ,themaple- syrup 
placeandtheduderanch,thetroutstream 
and the man who sells bulk lubricants . 
Downtownjhlledthelastofthefouislots 
in the parking lot alongside the Chinese 
place. There arebare-bones tables and a 
calendaiforart,butmostofthebusinessis 
takeout.WhenIcamemyorderwasready. 

The woman who came in after me knew 
the young womanbehindthe counter by 
name — ^Michele, I think. She will go, or 
maybeisgoing,tosometopcollege.That 
is thepurpose of the Chineserestaurant. 

It is a way station, a multgenerational 
boosterrocket.Butwhenthisonecloses, 
having fulfilledits function, another will 
open — ^here,omearby. NR 
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Happy Warrior BY DANIEL FOSTER 

Millenarian Millennials 


I ’m a Millennial by the skin of my teeth. That is, 
an Elder Millennial, born in 1984, a year heavy 
with portent that lay at the fuzzy edge of “the mid 
1980s,” which by vague consensus demarcates the 
beginning of the generation. 

Elder Millennials are to be distinguished from Young 
Millennials by a number of behaviors and characteris- 
tics. We are so-called digital natives, but we were there 
when the grade- school librarians burned the card cata- 
logues; we remember computers before the Internet, and 
the Internet before Google; and we spent our early, 
sweaty-palmed adolescence as archaeologists of our 
uncles’ buried Playboys. When the Twin Towers fell, I 
watched the black plume from a hill near my high school 
in New Jersey, where I was president of the senior class. 
So I cringed when Ian Tuttle — whose byline serially 
graces the cover of this periodical — told a few of us over 
drinks that the teachers in his school had let the fifth- 
graders watch the news that day, but not his cohort in 
grade four. 

Being the graybeards of youth. Elder Millennials have 
been able to avoid — and mock — some of Young Millen- 
nials’ worst excesses. We’ve enjoyed the occasional 
unphotographed meal. We’ve solicited dates in three 
dimensions. Some of us have never tried yoga. And, as 
the foregoing suggests, we have one toe in the irony- 
festooned misanthropy of Gen X, which means we cast a 
jaundiced and disapproving eye on the very generation 
we foreran. 

Cultural criticism in the social-media age has taken 
the form, mainly, of white people making fun of other 
white people for how white they are, and the subset of 
Millennial white people is wrapped up in the same 
onanistic masochism (how we forget that self-hatred is 
solipsistic). So I do recognize the element of unearned 
self-importance involved in an Elder Millennial’s de- 
spairing over The Kids Today. As Jeff Tweedy of the 
indie band Wilco sang, “Every generation thinks it’s the 
end of the world.” 

It’s true that politics in the age of the Millennial have 
been decidedly millenarian, and I don’t just mean the 
elaborate Dada prank that is Donald Trump’s candidacy. 
Twitter is many things, and one of them is a kind of rectal 
thermometer of the Millennial mood (especially we Elder 
Millennials, who have not yet abandoned it for the hipper 
confines of Snapchat, Kik, and other apps that operate at 
frequencies we no longer hear). 

And let me tell you, the mood ain’t good. Half the kids 
are uptight, chanting the increasingly baroque pieties of 
social justice and prosecuting their peers’ speech crimes 
with Corsican rigor. The other half seems content to 

Mr. Foster is a political consultant and a former news editor of NATIONAL 

Review Oneine. 


enjoy the back nine of the West with a cold one and a 
wry smirk. As each new absurdity or obscenity comes 
tumbling down their feeds, they respond with the only- 
half-kidding hashtag #nothingmatters, and as the protean 
presidential race gets ever more grotesque, they propa- 
gate popular memes supporting Cthulhu or S.M.O.D. 
(Sweet Meteor of Death) in 2016. 

So what if this is it? What if we Millennials really are 
foreordained to preside over the end of the world, or at 
least the civilized portion of it? 

Consider that these things happened in the same calen- 
dar week: 

The three major networks marked one month without 
mention of the Center for Medical Progress’s rolling 
sting of Planned Parenthood’s harvest of human corpses, 
even as MSNBC ran a chyron reading “Breaking News: 
Trump Has Woman Pull Hair to Prove It’s Real.” 

We learned of several suicides stemming from publica- 
tion of personal information hacked from the adulterous 
dating service Ashley Madison, where we also learned 
that 20 million men (at least 15,000 of them using gov- 
ernment e-mail addresses) were vying for the affection of 
1,492 actual women. 

A deranged African-American social-justice warrior 
committed the first but, we must countenance, not the last 
“selfie” mass murder — broadcasting himself executing 
two former colleagues on a Virginia television-news 
crew, nominally for past professional slights and alleged 
“racism” that included one of the victims’ referring to the 
killer as a “reporter out in the field.” 

Meanwhile, what has been worrying our Young 
Millennial elites? Take, for just one example, the under- 
grads at Columbia, who have been pushing for faculty to 
attach “trigger warnings” to the texts in the college’s 
widely respected core curriculum — such as a warning 
that Ovid’s Metamorphoses includes rapey bits. Colum- 
bia has responded by swapping out the Latin poet’s cat- 
alogue of Western civilization’s founding myths for a 
novel by Toni Morrison. This at a time when, as Heather 
Mac Donald reported recently in Cornnertary , the 
Columbia administration is still trying to recover from 
the devastation unleashed by “Mattress Girl” (who 
protested Columbia’s handling of her rape accusation 
against a fellow student by carrying a mattress around 
campus) and is compelling all students, on pain of 
expulsion, to participate in a “Sexual Respect and 
Community Citizenship Initiative,” in which they will 
be asked to, among other things, make “works of art” 
highlighting rape culture and “reflect” in a “monitored 
discussion” on the connection between “sexual assault 
and masculinity.” 

So yes, Mr. Tweedy, every generation thinks it’s the 
end of the world. The part you left out is — sooner or later 
one of them is gonna be right. NR 
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To stop this from happening and to make sure that your assets are used to support your 
principles and beliefs, decide NOW who will benefit from your life’s work and sacrifice. 


To support the work of National 
Review Institute and its mission to 
preserve and promote the legacy of 
William F. Buckley Jr. and advance the 
conservative principles he championed, 
please consider a number of giving 
options which are completely 
revocable and require NO upfront 
commitment of cash or other assets. 
These include: 


• A BEQUEST TO NRI IN YOUR WILL 

A bequest is a completely revocable gift to NRI from the assets in 
your estate. Your will may specify a dollar amount, a percentage of 
your estate, or provide a residuary gift from whatever is left after all of 
your bills, taxes and other gifts have been paid. 

• GIFT BY BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION 

Certain assets, such as retirement plans and commercial annuities, can 
result in double taxation (both income and estate) if left to 
non-spousal family members. Naming NRI as the primary, 
contingent or co-beneficiary of these plans can provide significant tax 
savings to you and your family as well as an important gift to us. 


For more information, please call us at: (212) 849-2806 
or visit us online at: nrinstitute.plannedgiving.org 
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A Compilation of Financial Adages, Ancient Proverbs, and Worldly Wisdom 


OVER 20,000 SOLD, NOW IN ITS 4TH EDITION! 


the maxims o 

WALL STREET 


"Love your book. 

I plan to shamelessly 
steal some of the lines. 
— Warren Buffett 


For 30 years, Dr. Mark Skousen has been painstakingly collecting all the old wise adages, proverbs, humor, and legends on Wall 
Street, based on in-depth interviews with oid timers, reading rare financial books, and his own experiences in the financial markets. 


"Maxims" is the closest thing to Wall Street scripture ever created. The 

work contains: 

• Over 300 adages^ by such notables as Warren Buffett (^If you wait to see the Robin sing^ 

Spring may be over").. J. P, Morgan ('Troubled waters make for good fishing"). ..Humphrey 
Neill ( The public is right during the trends but wrong at both ends"). ..Richard Russell ("In a 
bear market the winner Is he who loses the least")...and Steve Forbes ("Everybody Is a long- 
term investor until the market goes down"). 

• Famous lines from Baron Rothschild. Ben Franklin. John D. Rockefeller. Joe Kennedy. J. R Morgan. 

Bernard Baruch. John Templeton. Jesse Livermore. John Maynard Keynes. Ben Graham.... 

• Sage advice on beating the market, diversification vs. concentration, value vs. growth, bulls vs- 

bears...black swan events... day traders... doomsdayers and cassandras...plungers and the 
pea kcocks... hot tips and insider informat ion. ..Losing money and missed opportunities.- Wall 
street vs. Main Street. ..chartists vs. fu nda me ntaiists... leverage and debt...privacy and Donald Trump (appearing at FreedomFest) is 

government...taxes and tax havens...inspiring "Rich Man's Pearls of Wisdom"... quoted m Maxims: Always ask. How much 

money can you stand to lose? 

"A cogent collection of quotations from the investing greinfs, phrasemakers, and chroniclers on the beguiling, heartless, and 
trying ways of Wall Street„..a diverting reference for an avid investor or market-history buff. Great gift for the holidays!"- Barron's 

7 keep it on my desk and recommend it to everyone." - Dennis Gartman, The Gartman Letter 

7 find 'Maxims' to be ideal gifts hr my best clients."- Rodolfo Milant, Dominick & Dominick in Mbmi, Florida 

Special"Half Off" Discount for the Holidays! Call Ensign at 1-866-254-2057, 


Maxims is nearly 300 pages long, published handsomely in dark green leather and gold lettering with ribbon. Amazon charges $24.95 but if you 
order from Ensign Publishing, you pay only $20 for the first copy, and all additional copies are only $ 1 0 each. All books are personally autographed 
and post paid! (For all foreign orders, add $70 each.) If you order a box (32 copies), the price is only $300 postpaid. As Hetty Green, the first female 
millionaire, says, "When I see something cheap, I buy a lot of it!" To order online, go to www.miracleofamerica.com/maxims 








